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PROCLAMATION NO.1234/2021
FEDERAL RTS PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, in the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia Constitution, judicial power
is vested in both the Federal and the Regional
courts;

WHEREAS, the Constitution stipulates that
everyone has a right to bring justiciable matter to
obtain a decision or judgment from, a court of
law; irreplaceable;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
system in which Federal Courts play an
inimitable role in enforcing the rules of law and,
protection of human and democratic rights;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to ensure that
Federal Courts do provide effective, efficient,
accountable and predictable service in accordance
with judicial independence mentioned in the
provision of the Constitution;

WHEREAS, establishing a legislative framework
under which courts would have full autonomy to
manage their own budget, recruit and assign their
non-judicial personnel, and administer
themselves is essential for a strong judiciary;
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WHEREAS, the frequent amendment of the

Federal Courts Proclamation No. 25/1996 makes
inconvenience to work and necessary of having
an amended Proclamation;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance to the

Article 55 Sub-Article (1) of the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is
hereby proclaimed as follows.

CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL
1 il

This Proclamation may be cited as the

“Federal Courts Proclamation No.

1234/2021”

2. Definitions

In this proclamation:

1/ “Constitution” means the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia;

2/ “Laws of the Federal Government”

3/

4/

includes all laws in force that are consistent
with the Constitution and relating to
matters that fall within the competence of
the federal government as specified in the
Constitution;

“Federal Courts” means the Federal
Supreme Court, the Federal High Court and
the Federal First Instance Court;

“Basic or fundamental error of law” shall
be final judgment, ruling, order or decree
which may be filed in Federal Supreme
Court Cassation division pursuant to
Article 10 of this Proclamation and/or
contains either one or similar of the
following basic errors and grossly
distresses justice:

a) inviolation of the constitution

b) by misinterpreting a legal provision or
by applying an irrelevant law to the
case;

c) by not framing the appropriate issue or

by framing an issue irrelevant to the
litigation;
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5/

6/

7/

d) by denying to an award judgment to a
justiciable matter;

e) by giving an order in execution
proceedings unwarranted by the main
decision;

f) in the absence of jurisdiction over the
subject matter in dispute;

g) an administrative act or decision
rendered in contradiction with the law;

h) in contravention to binding decision of
the Federal Supreme Court Cassation
Division.

“Final decision” shall include judgment,
ruling, order or decree that finally disposes
the case and/or decision, ruling, order or
judgement that has completed the possible
appeal mechanisms and rendered by courts,
organ vested with judicial power, by
institutions or an alternative dispute
resolution mechanism;

"Officials of the Federal Government"
means members of the House of Peoples'
Representatives and of the House of the
Federation, officials of the Federal
Government above Ministerial  rank,
Ministers, Judges of the Federal Supreme
Court and other officials of the Federal
Government of equivalent rank;

"Employees of the Federal Government"
includes all employees, other than those
referred to under Sub-Article (1) hereof,
engaged in the activities of the Federal
Government;

8/ “Administrative workers mean non-judicial

9/

court employees excluding judges and
assignees;

“Person” means a hatural or juridical
person;

10/ City Court mean the Addis Ababa City

Court and DireDawa City Court which
have been established pursuant to the
respective Charters of City Administration;

11/ in this Proclamation Any expression in the

masculine gender includes the feminine.
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CHAPTER TWO
COMMON JURISDICTION OF FEDERAL
COURTS

. Principle

1/ Federal Courts shall have jurisdiction over
the following:

a) Cases arising under the Constitution,
Federal Laws and International Treaties
accepted and ratified by Ethiopia;

b) Parties specified in Federal Law,

c) Places specified in the Constitution or
by Federal Law.

2/ Federal courts shall interpret and observe
the provisions of the Constitution pursuant
to Article 9(2) and 13(1) of the
Constitution.

riminal Jurisdiction

Federal Courts shall have jurisdiction over the
following criminal cases:

1/ crimes against the national state;

2/ crimes against foreign state;

3/ crimes in violation of international laws;

4/ crimes regarding the security and freedom
of communication services operating in
more than one Region or at International
level;

5/ crimes against the safety of aviation;

6/ Without prejudice to international
diplomatic laws and customs as well other
international agreements to which Ethiopia
is a party, crimes of which foreign
ambassadors, consuls, representatives of
international organizations, foreign states
are held liable or foreign nationals who
enjoy privileges and immunities and who
reside in Ethiopia are victims or
defendants;

7/ crimes regarding illicit trafficking of
dangerous drugs;
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8/ crimes falling under the jurisdiction of
courts of different regions or under the
jurisdiction of both the federal and regional
courts as well as concurrent offences;

9/ crimes connected with conflicts between
various nations; nationalities, ethnic,
religious or political groups;

10/ crimes against customs duty and tax
revenues of the Federal Government;

11/crimes against the fiscal and economic
interests of the Federal Government;

12/ crimes against currencies, government
bonds or security documents, official seals,
stamps or instruments;

13/ without prejudice to Article 12 Sub-
Article (2) and Article 15 Sub-Article (2),
crimes of which foreigners are victims or
defendants that entailing more than 5
years’ rigorous imprisonment;

14/ crimes committed by officials and
employees of the Federal Government in
connection with their official
responsibilities or duties;

15/ without prejudice to Article 12 Sub-Article
(2) and Article 15 Sub-Article (2) of this
Proclamation, crimes committed against
the property of the Federal Government
and which entail more than 5 years’
rigorous imprisonment;

16/ City Administration courts in accordance
to Charter Proclamation In addition to
reviewing cases related to violations of
rules and criminal procedure and procedure
code based decisions of search, confession,
arrest warrant, inquiry in to appeals and
guarantees in appeal. other criminal cases
will be heard in Federal Courts;

17/ Cases specified by other laws.
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5. Civil Jurisdiction

1/ Federal Courts shall have jurisdiction over
the following civil cases:

a) Regarding private international law;

b) Application regarding the enforcement
of foreign judgment or decision;

c) involving matters of nationality;

d) Issues in relation to bankruptcy;

e) Without Prejudice to international
diplomatic laws and customs as well as
other international agreements to which
Ethiopia is a party, cases of which
foreign ambassadors, consuls,
representatives of international
organizations, foreign states are held
liable or foreign nationals who enjoys
privileges and immunities and who
resides in Ethiopia are parties;

f) Cases to which a federal government
organ is a party;

g) cases involving the property of the
federal government;

h) Cases arising between persons
permanently residing in different
regions, regions and Addis Ababa,

regions and Diredawa, Addis Ababa or
DireDawa;

i) cases of involving the liability of
officials or employees of the federal
government in connection with their
official responsibilities or duties;

j) without prejudice to Article 12 Sub-
Article (2) and Article 15 Sub-Article
(2) of this Proclamation, cases in which
foreigner is a plaintiff or a defendant;

K) cases involving business organizations
and associations registered with, or
established by, federal government
organs;

I) cases involving negotiable instruments;
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m) cases arising out of patent, literary and
artistic-ownership rights;

n) cases involving insurance policy;

0) application for habeas corpus;

p) Without prejudice to the Charter
Proclamation  provides for  City
Administration Courts civil jurisdiction,
such as a document in accordance with
the provisions of the Critical Event
Registration and Identification Act, the
issue of name change, disappearance,
conviction, marital status, custody and
guardian evidence or ownership of a
house administered by the city
administration. Or any other dispute,
subject to the jurisdiction of the city
association, additionally civil disputes
of money contracts, and loans between
individuals up to Birr 500,000 (Five
Hundred Thousand Birr), are under
their jurisdiction. and the remaining
civil disputes in Addis Ababa and Dire
Dawa will be adjudicated in Federal
Courts;

q) cases specified by other laws.

2/ A regional matter shall continue to be heard
by regional court even where a party
mentioned under Sub-Article (1)(g) and (n)
of this Article intervenes under any
condition in the proceeding or after
judgment.

6. Substantive Laws to be Applied by Federal

Courts

1/ Federal Courts shall settle cases or disputes,
submitted to them within their jurisdiction
on the basis of:

a) the Constitution, Federal Laws and
International Treaties to which Ethiopia
is a party;

b) Regional; Addis Ababa or Dire Dawa
city laws where the case relates to same.
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7. Procedural Laws to be Applied by Federal
Courts

The Criminal and Civil Procedure Codes as
well as other relevant laws in force shall apply
with respect to matters not provided for under
this Proclamation insofar as they are not
inconsistent therewith.

CHAPTER THREE

JURIODICTION OF THE FEDERAL
SUPREME COURT

8. Ei isdicti f 4 |
Supreme Court

The Federal Supreme Court shall have :

1/ first instance jurisdiction over application
lodged in accordance with the law for
change of venue from one Federal High
Court Division to another Federal High
Court Division or from Regional Supreme
Court to Federal High Court regarding
federal matters referred to Regional Courts
by delegation; and

2/ Cases specified by other laws.

9. I . E jeral
Supreme Court

The Federal Supreme Court shall have
appellate jurisdiction over the following cases:

1/ Decisions of the Federal High Court
rendered in its first instance jurisdiction;

2/ Decisions of the Federal High Court
rendered in its appellate jurisdiction in
variation of the decisions of the Federal
First Instance Court;

3/ Decisions rendered by Regional Supreme
Court on federal matters in its first instance
jurisdiction in exercising its delegation;

4/ Decisions rendered by Regional Supreme
Court on federal matters on its appellate
jurisdiction in variation of the decision of
the Regional High Court, exercising its
delegation;

5/ Cases specified by other laws.
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10. Power of Cassation of the Federal Supreme
Court

1/ The Federal Supreme Court shall have the
power of cassation over the following cases
when they contain basic or fundamental
error of law:

a) final decisions of the Federal High Court
rendered in its appellate jurisdiction;

b) final decisions of the Federal Supreme
Court Appellate Division;

c) final decisions of Regional Supreme
Court Cassation Division regarding
cases mentioned under Article 2 Sub —
Articles(4)(@) and (h) of this
Proclamation;

d) final decisions of Regional Supreme
Court Cassation Division regarding
cases mentioned under Article 2 Sub —
Articles(4)(b) of this Proclamation and
when these cases have public interest
and national importance;

e) final decisions of regional high court or
supreme court on federal matters while
exercising their constitutionally
delegated power of adjudication;

f) final decisions of the highest level of
Addis Ababa or Dire Dawa City Court;

g) final decision rendered by organ vested
with judicial power or other bodies;

h) without prejudice to the provisions of
appropriate law, final decision rendered
by an alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms regarding case that may be
filed in federal court;

i) cases specified by other laws.

2/ Interpretation of law rendered by the
Cassation Division of the Federal Supreme
Court with not less than five judges shall
be binding from the date the decision is
rendered.

3/ The Federal Supreme Court shall publicize
decisions rendered by its Cassation
Divisions on binding interpretation of
laws by electronics and print Medias as
soon as possible.
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CHAPTER FOUR

JURISDICTION OF THE FEDERAL HIGCH

COURT AND THE FEDERAL  FIRST
INSTANCE COURT

11. Eirst Instan ivil risdiction of th
Eederal High Court
1/ The Federal High Court shall have first

2/

3/

4/

instance jurisdiction over the following
civil cases involving an amount exceeding
Birr 10,000,000 (Ten Million Birr);

a) Without prejudice to Article 14 of this
Proclamation, any federal civil cases
arising under Articles 3 and 5 of this
Proclamation;

b) Civil cases arising in Addis Ababa and
Dire Dawa.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) (a) of this Article, the Federal
High Court shall have first instance
jurisdiction over the following civil cases:

a) Cases specified under Sub-Article (1)
(@ to — (e) of Article 5 of this
Proclamation;

b) Application for change of venue from
one Federal First Instance Court
Division to another Federal First
Instance Court Division or to itself, in
accordance with the law; and

c) Cases specified by other laws.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this
proclamation and other relevant laws, the
Federal High Court may render decision,
judgement or order in order to protect
justiciable human rights specified under
chapter three of the Constitution.

Any person who has vested interest or
sufficient reason may institute a suit before
the Federal High Court to protect the rights
of his own or others.

5/ The court may use as appropriate Article

176-179 of the civil procedure code for any
proceedings mentioned under Sub-Article
(3) and (4) of this Article.
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12. Eirst Instance Criminal Jurisdiction of the
Eederal High Court

The Federal High Court shall have first
instance jurisdiction over the following
criminal cases:

1/ Federal criminal cases mentioned under
Article 3 and 4 of this Proclamation and
falling under the jurisdiction of the High
Court pursuant to appropriate laws;

2/ Other criminal cases arising in the cities of
Addis Ababa or Dire Dawa and falling
under the jurisdiction of the High Court
pursuant to appropriate laws; and

3/ Criminal cases given to Federal court by
other laws.

13. Appellate Jurisdiction of the Federal High
court

The Federal High Court shall have appellate
jurisdiction over the following:

1/ on decision of the Federal First Instance
Court; and

2/ cases specified by other laws.
14. Civil risdiction of the Federal Fir
Instan r

Without prejudice to Article 11 of this
Proclamation, the Federal First Instance Court
shall have jurisdiction over the following civil
cases:

1/ Federal civil cases submitted pursuant to
Article 3 and 5 of this Proclamation;

2/ Without prejudice to judicial power vested
in other organs by law, other civil cases
arising in Addis Ababa or Dire Dawa
Cities; and

3/ Civil cases specified by other laws.

15. Criminal Jurisdiction of the Federal First

Instan r

Without prejudice to the jurisdiction of the
Federal High Court under Article 12 of this
proclamation, the Federal First Instance Court
shall have jurisdiction over the following
criminal cases:
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1/ Federal criminal cases mentioned under
Article 3 and 4 of this Proclamation and
not referred to the High Court pursuant to
appropriate laws;

2/ Without prejudice to judicial power vested
in other organs by law, other criminal cases
arising in the cities of Addis Ababa or Dire
Dawa not falling under the jurisdiction of
the Federal High Court as mentioned under
Article 12 Sub- Article (2); and

3/ Cases specified by other laws.

1. I isdicti f LFi
Instance Court

Federal first instance court shall have an
appellate jurisdiction on matters specifically
bestowed on it by relevant laws.

CHAPTER FIVE
IHE PRESIDENTS. VICE-PRESIDENTS,

ASSIGNED DIVISIONS REPRESENTATIVE
DGES AND PRESIDIN DGE E
EEDERAL COURTS

17. Powers and Duties of the President of the

Federal rem r

1/ The President of the Federal Supreme Court
shall be responsible for the administration
of Federal Courts in accordance with the
law.

2/ Without prejudice to the generality of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the President of
the Federal Supreme Court shall:

a) without prejudice to the power and duty
entrusted to the Federal Judicial
Administration Council, place and
assign judges of Federal Courts,
Representative Judges of Assigned
Divisions and Presiding Judges;

b) employ personnel necessary for Federal
Courts;

c) prepare and submit to the House of
People’s Representatives the work plan
and budget of Federal Courts including
those mentioned under Sub-Article(2)
(e) of this Article and implement same
upon approval,



o

baRleD\ 1 D6 DM RPC RE ULPNe TE 7 EOIE 9.9° Federal Negarit Gazette No. 26, 26" April, 2021 ....page 13238

av) (1LY APE AL (Tmddw aow/l-t
bl mPAL GCL T oo
PLAVTF@ LI0F AT  avanl PP
ATNIEG AT S.om- 177 L4 e P
o PGTm7  PLIMTNAE

w) Ph Ll FCL A7 CATIT 2N
No-nAS A“%04 PhAA CL AT
POLT 790G e AL m-AZ LAMNA:

) PRAA GCL AT Plafl-N 1507
Afav At No-ads nAnGo'r 720G
naJg0-kan e84, ¢7°CT TN B
ATSPCAN PRCIA:

0) PSEPTT PaNT Wi F T TICUCTS
~Ams VAN G U2
ATLANLALE PavT A

) NRAA AN“LTC Phafl-iN 1507T Poo W
APLPNT mPAA AwlC haAA GCL
LA 9C QovanhnC PoLAANNTT V83
Lo FFN:

P) A0 bofli GCL LT POET hERAY°
At FohT PhC 0+ TG
LPCAA:

1) Plfl-A GFCL AT GCL AE09°
+R9° : eFhAhe mN$TT (LE AT
A2 NboLlA SCL MLATF  Cam
AN0ETT ATINL09° PULeNTA P
neaet A79.84-8  PRCIA:

1) Péofilet G/0LAT STT AAMG ovand @
LOMNA:

F) A”ACXREe €8T ~CUT AL
PAMNG AOV-C AT o-MIT79T 99 -
PCT ATLNLS PRCIN:AINEPY I
Taor ehJ-FAn:

1) PhoflrA\ TiCh GCL MLAT (LR oo
AP oowl ST Ted
ATL.PNGTmr £06  LAMA:

7) Oh? A (LY APE ¢1dm- AT
ANETF?  PhGToGA::

ensure preparation, issuance and

implementation of Regulations and
directives to be issued by the Federal
Supreme Court as provided under this
Proclamation;

decide upon requests for budgetary
subsidy to Regional Courts exercising
federal jurisdiction by delegation;

causes the preparation and the

submission of reports on the activities
of Regional Courts concerning Federal
cases, as supported by statistical data;

facilitate conditions for the education
and training of judges and other
personnel as may be necessary;

in consultation with Regional Courts,
work out ways for improving the
records of management and general
practices of the courts as relating to the
cases;

submit to the House  of Peoples
Representatives reports on the budget
implementation of the Federal Courts;

organize the Federal Courts decisions

execution body; public defense office
and offices that will enable Federal
Courts execute duties entrusted to them
by law;

issue directives on training of federal
judges;

cause studies to be conducted for
institutional development, modernized
efficient operations and effectiveness of
the Ethiopian judicial system and
ensure their implementation;

provide support to Federal Sharia
Courts in exercising their judicial work
in accordance with the establishment
Proclamation; and

n) perform other duties entrusted by law

and this Proclamation.



1% TFQEFaD

baRleDN 1 D6 DM RPC RE LPNe TE 7 EOIE 9.9° Federal Negarit Gazette No. 26, 26" April, 2021 ....page

13239

Phofilrd AL  SCE& N PhiA

TEUAT T 20MS 206

PhofleN mPAL ®CL 0T °RTA THHSTT
eoLirtact OAMNT AT FNC LTI A

b/

é/

1.

N7 G071 CoLav el 78 “MNTPT:

Phofl-N mPAL @CL O THEHSTT
NMLSCONT L 7 6HSTET TRt oot

N0 bLé4AD NFTT AG Pawfavif LL4F

SCE Mt TLHATET 2AM7S 4720C

b/ Péofl-D mPAL &CL T TEHLATT

Paoge it WG TN P14 AT
ATLAMNT VT CPRCE Wl 7 GH ST

V) SCE 07 Lohid:

A) PRCL 07 STPT LLALAN: e
LAMNA: POTS LA
d) PRCL O E7 CANTSRC Wit

LOT5L 602
PPRCL L7 45770 PO 6N

(In)

w) (1A AT (LY APE ¢Tam- AT
+0ETT LOT -G A

) NECL M PoLam AT A7

PAMG WG N0 PULPHNTT AGC-C
LNLIANNTE970EY° D HTHALLRCIA:

[ R o OH
heIPETT

n) ¢23 Pt L0 0Fe-
V51 AWARSTETS
AnoARt  NFCL O Po20éok:
aWI0F (H4mt STV RIANNT
ANNVT  R7%.01T AT PU? QAovo-@
£96 AT%0NFo PRCIA::

PeCe 07 0PLs NE+ AN PTo-
0dLl- mPAL «CL 0+ ePCAA
V4. PLI9> ¢ AL Po-Ad: LUTTYC

P BNM4G(F Ch%t »~Co% T LTETPA::

(Y A& 700 Ridd (2) P8
NPT PANE AG o.mI"7 WP oL
A0S0 mPae «Ce Ot (17701040,
PTm el OCYT Py LUGTA=

18. Power and Duties of the Vice-President of
the Federal Supreme Court

The Vice-President of the Federal Supreme
Court shall have the following powers and
duties:

1/ Discharge the duties assigned to him by the
President;

2/ Serve in the President’s stead, while he is
absent.

19. Powers and Duties of the Presidents of the
Eederal High Court and First Instance
Court

1/ Without prejudice to the Suprim Court
president’s power to supervise and lead the
courts, presidents of the first instance court
and high court shall:

a) Represent the court;

b) Place, assign and administer judges of
the court;

¢) administer personnel of the court;

d) administer finance of Court;

e) Perform other duties entrusted by law
and this Proclamation;

f) Establish feasible, fast and transparent
Court service system and follow up its
implementation;

g) Facilitate with rapid court decision and
professional support to court causes of
victim women, children, disability
persons and old ages.

2/ prepare and submit to the Federal Supreme
Court the work plan and budget of the
court and implement same upon approval
as well may have Audit system to control
same.

3/ The effectiveness and efficiency of work
plans prepared pursuant to Sub-Article (2)
of this Article shall be evaluated as per the
Federal Supreme Courts accountability
system.
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4/ submit plan and budget performance report
quarterly to federal supreme court.

5/ The Federal High Court and First Instance
Court shall have their respective Vice-
Presidents.

6/ The Vice-President of each court shall serve
in the President’s stead in the absence of
the President and discharge other duties as
may be assigned by the President.

7/ Presidents and Vice Presidents of Federal
High and First Instance Courts may be
assigned as a presiding judge in any
division of their respective Courts.

20. Powers and Duties of Vice Presidentes of
teral Hial Ei
Court

1/ on the absence of the president shall serve
in the stead.

2/ perform duties assigned to them by the
presidents.

21. Powers and Duties of Representative
e of {qed Divisi

1/ Divisions of Federal High Court and First
Instance Court shall have their own
representative judge.

2/ Representative Judges of each Assigned
Divisions shall, in addition to its judicial
function, perform the following activities
by the direction of their respective Court
Presidents:

a) Coordinate works of the Assigned
division;
b) Provide proper response to complaints

related to administrative matters and
administer employees;

¢) Submit report to their respective court
president regarding works conducted in
the Assigned Division;

d) Perform other duties as may be entrusted
by their respective court president.

3/ Administer the finance of assigned division
based on the delegation from the president
of their respective court.
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22. Presiding Judge of the Federal Courts

A Federal Court division in which three or
more judges are sitting shall have a presiding
judge.

23. Duties of the Presiding Judge of Federal
Courts

1/ The Presiding Judge of the division of
Federal Courts shall undertake the
following functions:

a) Administer the overall tasks of the
division by ensuring that the process of
the division is conducted in accordance
with the law;

b) Ensure that each judge of the division
has clear awareness about the content of
each file decided by the Division;

¢) Administer administrative workers of the
division;

d) Ensure proportional participation of
each judge of the division in preparing
judgement and/or decisions rendered by
the division.

2/ The Presiding Judge shall conduct the
duties mentioned in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article  without  impairing  judicial
independence of judges of the Division.

HAPTER SIX

FEDERAL RT STRUCTURE AND THE
ADMINISTRATION OF TICE

24. Judges Other Professionals and
Administrative _workers of the Federal

Supreme Court

1/ The Federal Supreme Courts shall have a
President, a Vice-President and Judges
necessary for adjudication.

2/ The Federal Supreme Court shall have
Federal Courts directors, registrars,
assistant judges, legal experts and other
support staff inaccordance with regulation
issued to implement the Proclamation.
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25. Division of the Federal Supreme Court

1/ The Federal Supreme Court shall have first
instance, appellate and cassation divisions
necessary for its function.

2/ Each Federal Supreme Court Appellate
Division shall sit with not less than 3(three)
judges and the Cassation Divisions shall sit
with not less than 5(five) judges.

3/ President and Vice President of Federal
Supreme Court may be assigned as a
presiding judge in any division of their
respective Courts.

26. Cassation Division Sitting with not less
than Five Judges

1/ The cassation division presided by five
judges may, by its own initiation or by a
petition filed by one of the litigant parties,
direct the case to be heard by a cassation
division comprising of not less than seven
judges by giving clear and sufficient
reasons where changing the previous legal
interpretation is so necessary.

2/ The president shall order that the case be
heard by a cassation division presided by
not less than seven judges, where a request
has been made in accordance with Sub-
Article (1) of this Article.

3/ Interpretation of law rendered by the
cassation division pursuant to Sub-Article
(1) of this Article shall be binding on all
level of Federal and Reginal Courts from
the date of the decision rendered.

4/ Interpretation of law rendered by cassation
division presided by not less than seven
Judges may review with the same issue by
not less than seven Judges.

27. Application Procedure for Cassation.

1/ An application for a hearing in cassation
shall state in short the reasons for alleging
that the decision contains basic or
fundamental error of law in line with the
definition given under Sub — Article (4) of
Article 2 of this Proclamation by stating the
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requested relief and in accordance with the

guideline issued by the Federal Supreme

Court.
2/ The concerned applicant shall, in addition
to the application submitted in accordance
with Sub-Article (1) of this Article, submit
a copy of the decision against which a
cassation is lodged and of the decisions of
lower courts. The cassation division may
order the parties to bring the full copy of
files from the lower courts.

3/ An application for a hearing in cassation
shall be submitted to the Federal Supreme
Court within 90 (ninety) days from the date
on which the final decision protested
against is rendered.

28. Petition and Proceedings in Cassation
Division

1/ Without prejudice to regulation to be issued
by the Federal Supreme Court regarding
cases proceedings procedure of Cassation
Division, the application shall be heard in
cassation pursuant to Article 10 of this
Proclamation subject to prior ruling as to
the existence of fundamental or basic error
of law qualifying for cassation as specified
under Article 2 Sub-Article (4) of this
Proclamation by a Division wherein three
judges of the Federal Supreme Courts sit.

2/ When the Cassation Division to which the

application is referred concludes upon

examination of the application that there is
no basic or fundamental error of law, it
shall order the dismissal of the application.

3/ When the Cassation Division to which the
application is referred concludes upon
examination of the application that the case
has a merit, it shall frame issue and send
the same with the Cassation application
and summon to the respondent to reply in
writing.

4/ After submission of the written reply and
counter reply and exchange of the same
between the parties, the Cassation Division
shall, unless it is necessary to hear the
parties, render decision.
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29.

Judges. Divisions and other Workers of

the Federal High Court and Federal First
Instan It

i

2/

3/

The Federal High Court and First Instance
Court shall have judges and divisions
required for their functions.

The Federal High Court and First Instance
Court shall have registrars, assistant judges,
legal experts and other staff to be
administered by their respective Presidents
in accordance with Sub-Article (1)(b) of
Article 19 and Sub-Article (2) of Article 23
of this Proclamation.

The Division of the Federal High Court
and Federal First Instance Court shall be
presided by one judge.

without prejudice to the provisions of Sub-
Article (3) of this Article:

a) criminal charges punishable with more
than fifteen years’ rigorous
imprisonment shall be heard by a panel
of three judges;

b) Certain cases may be heard by a panel
of three judges in the Federal High
Court and First Instance Court by a
directive issued by the Federal
Supreme Court.

30. Place of Sittings of Federal Courts

1

2/

3/

The seat of the Federal Supreme Court
shall be in Addis Ababa.

The seats of Federal High Court and the
First Instance Court shall be in Addis
Ababa, Dire Dawa and in the places as
stipulated in the Federal High Court
Establishment Proclamation No. 322/2003
and in such other places as may be
determined in accordance with Article 78
Sub-Article (2) of the Constitution.

The Federal Supreme Court shall organize
federal high court as provided in Sub-
article (2) of this Article.

31. Workina Language of the Federal Courts

1

Amharic shall be the working language of
the Federal Courts.
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2/ The Court shall provide a competent
interpreter to a person who does not
understand Amharic language.

3/ The Court shall similarly provide a sign
language expert for concerned disabled
person.

4/ Federal Courts at all levels shall organize
Interpreters office with complete service.

32. QOpen Hearing

1/ Federal Courts shall conduct court
proceeding in open court.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, cases may be
heard in camera where it is found necessary
to protect:

a) the right to privacy of the parties
concerned;

b) National Security; and

c) public morality and public decency.

33. Withdrawal from proceedings or Removal
of Judges

1/ A judge of a Federal Court shall be removed
from his bench where:

a) he is related to one of the parties or the
advocate thereof by consanguinity or by
affinity:

b) the dispute relates to a case for whom
he acts or acted as tutor, legal
representative or advocate to one of the
disputing parties;

c¢) he has previously acted as judge or
mediator or an arbitrator in connection
with the case or the subject matter of
the dispute. This may, however, not
applicable where a judge has previously
acted as a judge of lower courts or
appellate court in the process of
remand;
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d) he has a case pending in court with one
of the parties or the advocate thereof;

e) There are sufficient reasons, other than
those specified under Sub-Article (1)(a)
to (1)(d) of this Article, to conclude that
injustice may be done.

2/ The judge concerned shall withdraw as
soon as he is aware that he should not sit,
as provided in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, and shall be replaced by another
judge.

34. Application for Removal of a Judge

1/ Where a party to a case find out that a
judge should not sit for one of the reasons
specified in Article 33 of this Proclamation,
he shall submit a written application to the
court requesting the removal of the judge.

2/ The application shall be made before the
trial opens or soon after the party becomes
aware of the reason for making such an
application.

3/ Where a judge is sitting alone he shall,
after considering the application, either
withdraw or refer the matter for decision to
another division of the same court. Where
there is no other division the application
shall be referred to the court in which
appeal lies from the decision of the court.

4/ Where the judge is sitting with other
judges, the matter shall be decided by the
other judges who sit in the same division.

5/ A decision shall be rendered within
15(fifteen) days from the date such
application reached the new division. and
the decision shall be final with no appeal.

6/ A judge shall forthwith comply with a
decision given under this Article.

35. nd Penal f Application for
Removal of a Judae
1/ Where the application submitted in

accordance with Article 34 of this
Proclamation is dismissed, the costs shall
be borne by the applicant irrespective of
the outcome of the case.
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2/ Where a party makes an application
without good cause, the court may, in
addition to dismissing the application,
impose a fine not less than 1000 Birr and
not exceeding 3000 Birr. Provided
however, where the applicant makes a
malicious application with the intention of
defaming or damaging his honor or
delaying the proceedings, the court may
impose a fine not less than 3000 Birr and
not exceeding 7000 Birr.

36. Budgetary Adminstration Autonomy of
Eederal Courts

1/ Federal Supreme Court shall submit the
budget of federal courts to the House of
Peoples’ Representatives, and administer in
the approval of the same.

2/ Ministry of Finance shall credit annual
budget of Federal Courts to federal
supreme court account on the 1% of each
quarter year with request of the court
following financial procedure.

37. Budaget Of Federal Courts

1/ In accordance with Art 79 (6) of the
Constitution, the president of the Federal
Supreme Court shall prepare budget for
Federal Courts and submit the same to the
House of People’s Representatives.

2/ The President shall, together with other
judicial officials, shall explain the budget
request of the Federal Courts before the
House of Peoples’ Representatives.

3/ The Federal Supreme Court shall present
report to the House of Peoples’
Representatives regarding the
administration of budget to Federal Courts.

4/ The fiscal year of the Federal Courts shall
be the same as the fiscal year of the Federal
Government.
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38. Callander Of Federal Courts

1/ The work hours of the federal courts and
federal judges shall be the same with the
working hours of other government
institutions and civil servants.

2/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1) of the
provision of this Article, Federal Courts
shall be closed from July 8 to September
12 every year.

3/ Notwithstanding Sub-Atrticle (1) and (2) of
this Article, emergency cases shall be tried
in courts by judges who work in over-time
voluntarily. Particulars shall be determined
in directives to be issued by supreme court.

39. Human Resources

1/ Federal Courts shall have independence to
recruit, hire and administer their own non-
judicial personnel pursuant to fundamental
principles of Federal Civil Servant
Proclamation.

2/ without prejudice to Sub-Article (1)
provision of this Article the recruitment,
hire, placement, promotion, transfer,
training, salary increments, benefits,
disciplinary matters and other related
matters of non-judicial personnel shall be
governed by a regulation to be issued for
the implementation of this Proclamation.

3/ The rights and benefits of non-judicial
personnel cannot be less than the rights of
other government employees provided for
by the civil service law.

40. Audit

The books of accounts and utilization of

budget of Federal Courts shall be audited
annually by the Federal Auditor General.

CHAPTER EIGHT
JHE PLENUM OF THE FEDERAL COURTS

41. Plenum of the Federal Courts

The Federal Courts shall have a Federal Courts

Plenum (hereinafter referred to as” the

Plenum.”)
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Court, two judges, one woman and one
man, from each Federal High Court and
Federal First Instance Court, Presidents of
Regional Supreme Courts, Presidents of
Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City Courts.

2/ The Federal Attorney General shall
participate in the sessions of the Plenum
without, having the right to vote.

3/ Judges not referred to under Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, members of the House of
Peoples’ Representatives and
representatives of appropriate government
offices, associations, organizations, higher
legal education institutions or scientific
institutions or other individuals may be
invited by the Federal Supreme Court to
participate in the Plenum without, however,
having the right to vote.

43. Powers and Dutijes of the Plenum

The Plenum shall have the following powers
and duties:

1/ deliberate on problems encountered within
Ethiopia with respect to independence of
the  judiciary, accountability  and
administration of justice and work out
remedies thereto;

2/ without prejudice to the power given to
Federal Supreme Court and the Federal
Judicial Administration Council to issue
directive in accordance with this
Proclamation and other relevant laws, issue
directives and pass decisions that help
improve the judicial practices of Federal
Courts;

3/ submit proposals to the House of Peoples
Representatives for the enactment of new
laws or the amendment of existing ones as
if necessary;

4/ perform such other functions that help to
make the judiciary efficient and strong; and

5/ issue directives necessary for the proper
carrying out of its duties.
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44. Workinag Procedure of the Plenum

1/ The President of the Federal Supreme Court
shall be the chairperson of the Plenum.

2/ The plenum shall designate its secretary.

3/ The Plenum shall designate committees to
assist its functions.

4/ The Plenum shall, where necessary, have
its own liaison office and focal persons in
courts.

5/ The Plenum shall convene once a year on
non-working days. additional meetings
may be called when necessary.

6/ Two- thirds of the members of the Plenum
shall constitute a quorum. Decisions shall
be adopted by a majority vote. In case of a
tie the chairperson shall have a casting
vote.

CHAPTER NINE

COURT ANNEXED MEDIATION AND CASE
MANAGEMENT
45, rt Annexed Mediation
1/ Among the cases that are to be heard by the
Federal First Instance court and Federal
High Court, mainly civil cases shall be
referred to Court Annexed Mediation in

accordance with directive issued by the
Supreme Court.

2/ Where the parties have failed to resolve
their dispute through Court Annexed
mediation, the court proceedings shall be
initiated by filing a letter signed by the
mediators to that effect.

3/ Where the parties have reached an
agreement, the mediator shall cause the
approval of the settlement agreement by a
court by clearly stating the terms of
settlement and having it signed by the
parties.

4/ The approved settlement agreement shall
be executed like any decision of a court.
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5/ Where the proceeding is interrupted due to

6/

absence of the other party, the mediator
shall report to the court by specifying the
reason for the interruption and the court
proceedings shall be initiated after the
absency party paid appropriate fee.

Where the parties have reached an
agreement  through  court  annexed
mediation or other dispute resolving
mechanism, any paid court fee shall be
reimbursed after deducting mediation

expenses according to the Regulation.

7/ Supreme Court shall establish a Committee

8/

from Court Leaders, Judges and Seiner
Mediators which may support court
annexed mediation activity and supervise
mediators.

The Federal Supreme Court shall issue
directive for the implementation of this
Article,

46. Principles of Mediation

1/ The parties shall be free and equal in any

process of court annexed mediation.

2/ Communications of the parties shall not be

3/

admissible as evidence in the process of
litigation. And the mediator shall give
assurance for same.

All communication of the court-annexed
mediation shall be confidential.

47. Mediators

1/ A person with a bachelor degree in law and

2/

3/

with at least five years of experience in the
field of law and who has taken training in
mediation and has fulfilled the criteria set
by the Supreme Court may be appointed as
Mediator.

A professional who has fulfilled the
requirements provided for in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article shall be entered in the
roster of mediators prepared by the Federal
Supreme Court.

The court may hire mediators as permanent
or temporary employee as may be
necessary.
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4/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1) up to (3) of
this  Article, experienced non-legal
professionals shall be included in areas
related to their profession.

48. Eees

1/ The Mediators mentioned in Sub-Article
(1) and (2) of Article 46 shall pay annual
and administration fee as determined by the
Federal Supreme court directive.

2/ Mediators who are elected by the parties
and provides mediation service shall be
entitled to appropriate fee for their service.

3/ Parties to a court annexed mediation shall
pay appropriate fee for the service.

4/ The Federal Supreme Court shall issue
detail directive regarding fees.

49. Case-Flow Management

1/ Federal Courts shall implement case flow
management system in order to make the
system of rendering of justice efficient and
ensure its quality by setting a time frame
filing and disposition of cases.

2/ The Federal Supreme Court shall issue
detail directive for the implementation of
the provision of Sub-Article (1) of this
Article.

50. Technology Based File Management
System

1/ The Federal Courts may introduce a system
for digitalizing or automating the filing and
management of civil or criminal cases at

any level of courts by using new
information technology (IT).
2/ Parties to a dispute shall have the

obligation to conduct their litigation by
using the system.

3/ The detail shall be determined by a
directive to be issued by the Federal
Supreme Court.

CHAPTER TEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
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51. Decisions and Orders of the Federal
Courts

1/ Unless otherwise provided by law, decision
and order rendered by any Federal Court
shall be binding.

2/ Decisions or orders of the Federal Courts
shall be executed within Ethiopia. Any
government body or institution, non-
government organization or person residing
in any region shall have the obligation to
execute or cause to be executed such
decisions or orders.

3/ Any person who fails to discharge his
obligation imposed by this Proclamation be
shall held accountable in accordance with
this Proclamation and any other relevant
law.

4/ Where two or more Regional or Federal
Courts or Addis Ababa or Dire Dawa cities
Courts claim or disclaim jurisdiction over a
case, the Federal Supreme Court shall give
the appropriate order thereon.

52. Criminal Liability

1/ Whosoever obstructs the independence of
court and judges or put pressure or attempts
to put pressure on judges is punishable,
unless a more severe penalty is provided
for in an-other law, with simple
imprisonment not less than three months
and with rigorous imprisonment not
exceeding two years.

2/ Whosoever fails to obey a court order or
decision hinders the execution thereof or
fails to cooperate or give assistance when
so requested is punishable, unless the more
severe penalty is provided for in another
law, with simple imprisonment not
exceeding two years or with fine not
exceeding birr 5, 000.

53. External Judicial Advisory Council.

1/ The Federal Supreme Court may establish
an external advisory council composed of
ex-judges of the federal courts, highly
experienced and qualified legal
professionals, university Professors who
serves in the council for free.
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2/ The Advisory Council shall support
administration of the court by providing
non-binding recommendations and perform
such other functions assigned to it by the
court.

3/ The Advisory Council shall perform its
functions by complying with the principle
of judicial independence and undertake its
function with strict discipline.

4/ The details shall be provided by directive
issued by the Federal Supreme Court.

54. Leave of Appeal

Any person who wishes to appeal from the
decision of lower court shall have a right to
appeal to appropriate court

55. Power to Issue Requlation and Directives

1/ The House of Peoples’ Representatives may
issue Regulation for the implementation of
this Proclamation.

2/ The Federal Supreme Court may issue
directives for the implementation of this
Proclamation and Regulation issued under
this Proclamation.

56. Transitory Provisions

1/ All pending cases shall continue to be
heard by the same court in accordance with
the repealed/former/ law.

2/ The provisions of Article 11 to Article 15 of
this Proclamation shall come into force
after six months as of the effective date of
this Proclamation.

3/ Recruitment, placement, promotion and
transfer of non-judicial personnel shall
continue to be governed by the repealed
law in so far as they are consistent with this
Proclamation until a regulation is issued to
that effect.

57. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1/ Without prejudice to the provision of
Article 56 of this proclamation Federal
Courts Proclamation No. 25/1996 as
amended by Proclamations Nos. 138/1998,
254/2001, 321/2003 and 454/2005 are here
by repealed.
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9%, hPR 0220501 211 58. Effective Date
PHY APE Wibo ik L1 RILTad T Without prejudice to Article 56 provision of
LV APE (NN ohtF 9°nC LT hoLe0T this Proclamation, shall come in to force as of
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January, 2021.
A%0 KOO 2.01.9¢ T% +7 ENTE 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa, on this 26" day of
April, 2021.
WAOCP Ho-L SAHILEWORK ZEWEDE
PAACE LflAT ATNCOLR PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

éTAAN T&HATT DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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PROCLAMATION NO.1233/2021

EEDERAL JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
PROCLAMATION
RECOGNIZING the vital role of courts in
the administration of justice and the need to
ensure that courts exercise their judicial functions
free of all internal and external influences and in
the spirit of complete independence and

accountability;

DETERMINED to establish a judiciary that
upholds the supremacy of the law and earns and
maintains the trust of the people by ensuring
transparency, impartiality and public confidence in
the process by which judges are appointed as well as
by ensuring that members of the judiciary conduct
their judicial functions with complete independence,

impartiality and accountability;

19¢F onm 7L, His
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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WHEREAS, in order to achieve the above
fundamental objectives, it is necessary to restructure
the Judicial Administration Council established
under Proclamation No0.684/2010 in fundamental

ways;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with

Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

proclaimed as follows.

CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “Federal

Judicial Administration Proclamation

No0.1233/2021”.

2. Definiti
Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

Proclamation:

1/ “Council” means the Federal Judicial
Administration Council;
2/ “Secretariat” means the Secretariat of the

Council;

3/ “Constitution” means the constitution of the

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

4/ “Court or Courts” means the Federal First
Instance Court or the Federal Courts or the
Federal Supreme Court or all Federal High

Courts;
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5/ “President” means the President of the
Federal Supreme Court;

6/ “Head of Secretariat” means a person
appointed by the Council to lead the
Secretariat of the Council;

7/ “Federal Judge” means any person who is
appointed to work as a judge by the Ethiopia
Federal Democratic Republic of House of
Peoples Represenatives’ including the

Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the Federal

Courts;

8/ “Regulation” means the Judicial Code of
Conduct and Disciplinary Rules of Procedure
and other

approved by the Council

Regulations  enacted based on this

Proclamation;

9/ “Assistant Judge” means a person who earns
at least first degree in law and appointed by
the council to carry out all judicial activities in
support and under the supervision of a judge
or judges except on basic judicial function of a

judge;

10/ “Committee” means a committee established
by the Council in accordance with Article 14
of this Proclamation.

11/ “Committee member” means a person who
is a member of a Council assigned as member
of a sub-committee established under Article

14 of this Proclamation;
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12/ “Non-Judicial Staff” means all personnel of
the judiciary including personnel of the
secretariat of Council other than appointed
judges;

13/ “Judicial misconduct” means any act that is
recognized as misconduct by the Regulation
on the Judicial Code of Conduct and
disciplinary rules of procedure;

14/ “Manifest incompetence” means an act which
is specified in the Regulation on the judicial
code of conduct and rules of disciplinary
procedure and includes an act of committing
error of law or fact unbecoming to the
competence by training and experience which

the profession requires;

15/ «“ Distinguished individual ” means a person
who, on account of her professional
competence, integrity and commitment to
supremacy of the law and social justice, has
earned respect and acceptance and has
contributed or would contribute to

development of the justice system and

supremacy of the law and social justice in

Ethiopia;

16/ “Basic Judicial Function of a judge” means
conduct hearings, identify material facts of the
case and relevant applicable law, identify
issues, receive testimony of witnesses, render
and pronounce judgements, orders, hear

applications of a party or parties;
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17/ “Ad-ohc Judge” means Ad-hoc Judge is any

person who is nominated by the council and

appointed by the House of Peoples’
Representative to serve as a Federal Judge for
limited time in order to carry out basic judicial
activities with the highest professional and
ethical competence, and abides by the judicial
responsibilities and duties.

18/“Person” means a natural or juridical person.

19/ Any expression in the masculine gender
includes the feminine.
3. QObjective

This Proclamation shall have the following

objectives;

1/ To establish a legal framework and
procedures that ensure transparency,
impartiality and public confidence in the
process by which judges are appointed as
well as by ensuring that members of the
judiciary conduct their judicial functions
with complete independence, impartiality
and accountability;

2/ To enable the judiciary to exercise its
judicial function free from any and all
internal and external influences;

3/ To maintain a Judicial System that upholds

the supremacy of the law and earns and
maintains satisfaction and trust of the

people.

4. Scope Of Application
This Proclamation shall be applicable on

Federal Courts and federal judges appointed at
all level of Courts and non-judicial personal

working in Federal Courts.
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CHAPTER TWO
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FEDERAL

JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION COUNCIL
5. Establishment

1/ The Federal Judicial Administration Council

(hereinafter referred to as “the Council”) is

hereby established by this Proclamation.

2/ The Council shall have its own Secretariat
Office with head of
Secretariat, budget and necessary staff.

legal personality,

6.Members of the Council
1. The Council shall have the following members:

a) The President of the Federal Supreme
Court;

b) The Vice President of the Federal Supreme
Court;

c) The Federal Attorney General;

d) The President of the Federal High Court;

e) The President of the Federal First Instance

Court;

f) Two parialment members elected by the
Federal House of Peoples Representatives

which one female and one male;

g) A Senior Federal Supreme Court judge
selected by all the Federal Supreme Court

Judges;
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h) The Chief Registrar of the Federal

Supreme Court;

i) Three judges from Federal Courts elected
by Federal Judges’ General Meeting of

which two from the three shall be female;

j) One from Ethiopian Bar Association
practicing lawying having not less than

Seven years’ practice;

k) One legal academican having not less than

2/

3/

ten years of teaching experience nominated
by the association or consortium of law
schools of accredited higher education

institutions;

I) One distinguished citizen appointed by the
Council in accordance with Article 2 (15)
of this Proclamation and criteria to be
approved by the Council,

The President and Vice President of the
Federal Supreme Court shall respectively be
the Chair person and Deputy Chairperson of

the Council.

Where the Chairperson and Deputy
Chairperson are unable to carry out their
responsibilities; the Council may elect one
of the Council members as temporary

Chairperson.
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4/ Members of the Council shall abide by all

rules and decisions of the Council.

7. Confidentiality

1/ All deliberations not officially disclosed by

the Council shall remain confidential.

2/ Any member of the Council or any person
who participates in meetings of the Council
has the responsibility to  respect

confidentiality of deliberations of the

Council.

8. Powers and Duties of the Council

The Council shall have the following Powers
and Duties;

1/ To select and nominate competent candidates
as much as possible from all Regions for

judgeship for Federal courts.

2/ To collect or cause to be collected all and
any relevant information from any person
or institution concerning candidates

nominated for appointment as Federal

judges, President and Vice-President of the

Federal High Court and First Instance

Court and nominate and present to the

Prime Minster candidates who are eligible

to appoint by the House of Peoples’

Representatives.
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3/ To appoint the heads of the Secretariat
offices, Registrars of the Federal Courts,
assistants judges and other officials of the
Council upon presentation by the

President and decide on their salaries,

allowances, other benefits and the

conditions upon which they may be

removed from their positions

4/ To forward its opinion on the list of

Regional Supreme and High Court
candidate judges, submitted to it by
Regional Judicial Administration
Councils pursuant to Article 81(4) of the

Constitution;

5/ To issue work Directive for the Secretariat

of the Council and supervise its

implementation;

6/ To Issue working procedure of sub-
committees and periodically evaluate
whether committees carry out their

responsibilities and make decisions

accordingly

7/ To follow up and decide on disciplinary
cases instituted against presidents and
vice presidents of Federal high and first
instance courts and Federal judges and to

follow up its implementation;

8/ To decide on the promotion, salary,

allowance, leave, medical and other

benefits of Federal judges;
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13/ To issue Performance Appraisal criteria

Ime]
=
~

for presidents and vice presidents of
Federal Courts and other Federal Judges

and to follow up its implementation;

14/ To decide on the allowances to be paid

10/ AMN%o-  ANAT Pelhd.am 7 ANA
CONGA: for members of the Council;
15/ Issue  Regulation to  administer
TE  Phfl-dN  GCL AT AONTSRC

administrative workers of Federal Courts
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Representatives.
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1/ To preside over the meetings of the Council,
2/ To prepare and present to the Council
meeting agendas in consultation with the

Council Secretariat;
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3/ To Present to the Prime Minister candidates
selected by the Council as judges to the
Federal Courts, president and vice

president of the Federal High Court and

First Instance Court for appointment by the

House of Peoples’ Representatives;

4/ To direct and supervise the Secretariat of the
Council.

10. Powers and Duties of the Deupty

Chairperson of the Council

The Deputy Chairperson shall:

1/ Represent and preside over the meetings of
the Council in absence of the Chairperson;
and;

2/ Perform other tasks as assigned to by the
Chairperson of the Council.

11. Meeting of the Council
1/ The Council shall hold a regular meeting

once in a month; however, it may meet at

any time where found necessary;

2/ There shall be a quorum where two thirds
(2/3) of the members of the Council are

present;

3/ Notwithstanding exceptional circumstances
which require special majority, decisions of
the Council shall be passed by a simple
majority vote of the members present at a
meeting; in case of a tie, the Chairperson

shall have a casting vote;
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4/ A member of the Council against whom
disciplinary proceedings are instituted
shall not sit in meetings of the Council or
in committee meetings in which his case

is concerned:;

5/ Without prejudice to the Provisions of
Sub-Article 1- 4 of this Article, the
Council may draw up its own rules of

procedure.

12. Prohibition of Delegating Powers And
R nsibilities of Members of th ncil
Without prejudice to this Article 6 Sub-
Article (3) of this Proclamation, any
member of the Council shall not delegate its
Powers and responsibilities entrusted to its
by this Proclamation to any individual.
13. Qath
Members of the Council shall, before
assuming office, take an oath affirming that
they will carry out the high responsibilities
conferred on them to the best of their
knowledge and experience fairly,
independently, impartially and in accordance
with the letter and spirit of the laws of the

country.

14. Committees of the Council

1/In order to effectively carry out its

responsibilities, the Council shall organize ad

hoc and standing committees whose
membership may be drawn from members of
the Council or non-members of the
council.However other standing committee
members whose not a member of a council

become including on the Committee.
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2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article 1 of this

Article, the Council shall organize the
following committees:-

a) Candidates selection, judge promotion

and transfer, committee;

b) Human Resource, budget & finance, salary,

allowances and benefits committee;

¢) Judicial Code of Conduct and Discipline

committee.

3/ Each committee of the Council shall have
expert assigned by the Secretariat on
permanent basis. The assigned expert shall
carryout the day to day activities of the
committees in accordance with the guidance
given to them by the head of the Secretariat

and chairpersons of respective committees;

4/ Committee members shall not delegate their
responsibilities to other Council members or

any other person.

5/ Committees shall perform their respective

duties in accordance with waorking

procedures adopted by the Council.

15. Secretariat of the Council

1/ The Secretariat of the Council shall have a
head of Secretariat, budget and necessary
staff;

2/ The Head of the Secretariat shall be
appointed by the Council in accordance

with criteria approved by the Council,
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1/ To prepare, annual work plan and budget
of the Council;

2/ To receive complaints on judges presented

Article 38 of this

Proclamation; refer the complaints to the

pursuant to

relevant  committee  and present
recommendations of the committee on

such complaints to the Council,

3/ To present the decisions with the signature
of the chairperson of the council to
relevant body and follow up and

implement the decisions;

4) To organize personal files of federal judges;
follow-up that the files are updated with
necessary information and present files
when requested by relevant committee of
the Council;

5) To organize, file and keep full and

comprehensive documents on the Council’s

and sub-committees’ minutes and other
relevant records in an appropriate manner;

6) To assign permanent experts to committees
who have the competence, skills and

the work of

their

experience relating to

committees and  follow up

performance;
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Secretariat

The Head of the Secretariat of the Council
shall have the following Powers and Duties:

1/ Under the guidance and supervision of the
Chairperson of the Council, to prepare
agendas for Council meetings and
distribute to all members of the Council at
least three days in advance of the meeting
of the Council.

2/ To serve as secretary on meetings of the
Council, keep minutes of the Council,
follow up that minutes are signed by

members of the Council;

3/ To Coordinate and manage the day today
function of the Secretariat Office.

4/ To organize offices of the sub-committees
of the

secretaries/assistants for the committees.

Council and assign
5/ To pay allowances to members of the

Council.
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6/  In consultation with the chairpersons of the
committees, to prepare and present the
annual work plans and budgets of the
Council to the Chairperson of the Council,;

7/ To lead staff of the Secretariat;

8/ Under the guidance and supervision of the
Chairperson of the Council, to present
regular reports to the Council on the

implementation of the work plan;

9/ To perform or cause to be performed all
activities under Article 16 and other

relevant provisions of this Proclamation;

10/ To perform other duties assigned to his by

the Chairperson of the Council.

18. Term of Office of Members of the Council

With the exception of members of the Council
appointed under Article 1 from a - g the term of
office of all other members shall be four years.
A member may be re-elected only for one

additional term.

19. Removal From Membership of The
Council

1. With the exception of members of the

Council appointed under Article 6 (1) (a),
(b), (c), (d), (e) and g, a member of the
Council shall cease to be a member thereof
when:
a) He is sentenced to imprisonment for
commission of a criminal offence,
b) He becomes incapable to properly

discharging his duties due to illness;
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c) He is elected to the House of Peoples’
Representatives or appointed to or
transferred to an executive position in

Federal or State Government,

d) He is disqualified from membership
by a two-thirds vote of the Council for
internal

violating Regulations and

procedures of the Council;

e) He is otherwise declared unfit for the
high responsibilities of the office;

2. Any member of the Council wishing to resign
shall provide a one-month prior notice to the
Council in writing through the Secretariat.

CHAPTER THREE

Judicial Appointment, Training, Tenure and
Terminiation

20. General Requirements for Appointment as
a Federal Judge

Without prejudice to the applicability of
additional requirements under Article 21, 22,
and 23 of this Proclamation on judges
appointed respectively to the Federal First
Instance court, Federal High Court and Federal
Supreme court, a person who fulfils the
following may be appointed as a Federal

judge:-
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1) Be an Ethiopian National,

2) Have a proven reputation for probity,
integrity, honesty, and be free from

morally repugnant conduct;

3) Be of good health and display a sense of
duty, responsibility and diligence of the
highest standard fitting the position by
virtue of his competence to assume the

responsibility of being a judge;

4) Have a sense of justice and is committed
to respect for the rule of law;

5) Be willing to serve as a judge;

6) Be free from criminal conviction except
for minor contraventions ;

7) Be not less than the age of 30;

8) Hold at least an LLB Degree from a

recognized institution of higher learning.

21. Additional Requirements for Appointment

as Judge at Federal First Instance Court

A persons eligible for appointment as Federal
First Instance Court judge shall fulfil the
following in addition to general requirements
specified under Article 20 of this

Proclamation.

1/ At least three years of experience as
assistant judge and whose track record for
sincerity,  integrity,  diligence  and
competence is ascertained by the
candidates’ recruitment committee of the

Council;
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2/ One who has served as judge's assistant and
worked as judge in regional courts for at
least three years; and whose track record
for sincerity, integrity, diligence and
competence is ascertained by the Judges

recruitment committee of the Council,

3/ One who served as a public prosecutor or

legal advisor or Lawyer for three years;

4/ Legal advisor or attorney or lecturer in law
in an institution of higher learning or any
other area as legal professional for five
years; and whose track record for sincerity,
integrity, diligence and competence is
ascertained by the Judges recruitment

committee of the Council,

5/ The candidates shall be willing and show
readiness to participate in additional training
where necessary,

6/ Notwistanding the criteria specified under
this provision the Council will issue a
Directive for the conduct of ratio of work
experience  and educational background

and for the calculation of work experience

of candidates who served in various
profession and institution.

22. Additional Requirements for Appointment
as Judge at Federal High Court
A persons eligible for appointment as Federal

High Court judge shall fulfil the following in
addition to general requirements specified

under Article 20 of this Proclamation.
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1/ One who has served as a Federal First
Instance court judge or One who has served
as a Regional High Court judge for at least
seven years and whose track record for
sincerity, integrity, diligence and competence
is ascertained by the candidates’ recruitment

committee of the Council; or

2/ One who has served a public prosecutor or
attorney or legal consultant as a State High
Court judge for at least seven years,

3/ one who has served as legal advisor or as
lecturer in law in an institution of higher
learning or any other legal service for at
least twelve years and whose track record
for sincerity, integrity, diligence, and
competence is  ascertained by the
candidates’ recruitment committee of the
Council;

4/ Notwithstanding sub-article ‘a’,* b> and ‘¢’
of this article, a person who throughout his
career has demonstrated sincerity, integrity,
dedication, diligence and competence of
the highest standard and has served 3/4" of
the prescribed period of service for each
position could be nominated for
appointment to the Federal High court by a

two thirds majority vote of the Council.

5/ The candidates shall be willing and show
readiness to participate in additional

training where necessary.

6/ The Council shall issue a Directive to
calculate the length of service of candidates
who served at various profession and

institutions.
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23. Additional Requirements for Appointment

as Federal Supreme Court Judge

A persons eligible for appointment as Federal
Supreme Court judge shall fulfil the following
in addition to general requirements specified
under Article 22 of this Proclamation.

1/ One who has served as a Federal High
Court judge for at least ten years and who
demonstrated dedication, sincerity,
integrity and competence is ascertained by
the judge’s recruitment committee of the

council; or

2/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article 1 of this
article, a person who throughout her career
has demonstrated sincerity, integrity,
dedication, diligence and competence of
the highest standard and has served 2/3" of
the prescribed period of service for each
position could be nominated for
appointment to the Federal Supreme court
by a two thirds majority vote of the
Council.

3/ Notwithstanding Sub-article 1, and 2 of this
article, a person who throughout his career
has demonstrated sincerity, integrity,
dedication, diligence and competence of
the highest standard and has served at least
20 years of service in any legal profession
could be nominated for appointment to the
Federal Supreme court by a two thirds

majority vote of the Council.
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24. Adhoc Judges of Federal High court and
First Instance Courts
1/Notwithstanding article 20-23 of this

Proclamation, a

person who has

demonstrated sincerity, integrity,
dedication, diligence and professional
competence of the highest standard and
has served at least 15 years in public
office could be nominated as an ad-hoc
judge by 2/3" majority vote of the council
and appointed by the House of Peoples'

Representative.

2/ The term of service of an ad-hoc judge shall

not be more than 3 years.

3/ An ad-hoc judge shall be subjected to all
obligations of federal judges which set-forth
in this Proclamation.

4/ The rights and benefits of ad-hoc judges shall
be determined by the Regulation issued by
the council.

25. Tenure of Judges
1/ Without prejudice to provisions under

Article 31 of this Proclamation on
termination, once appointed judges, enjoy
full security of tenure until they reach the
mandatory age of retirement, which is set
at 65 (sixty-five) years. A judge may retire

at 60 years of age if he wishes to do so.
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2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article 1 of this
provision, a Federal judge who works in
public service for 25 years may retire at the

age of 55 .

3/ The council may allow a judge who serves
20 years as a judge if he encounters suffers
from serious illness which affects his

judicial work.

4/ Relevant civil servants’ pension laws shall
be applicable for all pension related issues
which are not covered by this

Proclamation.

26. Promotion and Transfer of Judges

1/ A Federal judge shall be promoted within
the same level of court based on
demonstrated competence, dedication,
diligence and service and upon
recommendations  submitted to and

accepted by the Council.

2/ The council may temporarily assign a
Federal Judge on his will from one level
of Federal Court to another when

necessary and for good cause.
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3/ Any judge may be transferred from one
division to another or from one place to
another place by the decision of the
respective presidents of Federal courts
taking in to account the professional
competence and experience of the judge
and the necessity of the situation that
makes the transfer necessary. Details
including complaint handling procedures
shall be specified by a Directive to be

issued by the Federal Supreme Court.

27. Training of Judges

Judges shall have the duty to undergo in all

regular and continuing judicial trainings.

28. Salary of Judges

The salary of the president and vice president
of the Federal Supreme Court and all other
Federal judges may be determined by the
Council take into account the living standard

and economical capacity of the country.

29. Benefits of Judges
1/ Without prejudice to relevant laws related

to judges’ rights and benefits, a judge of

Federal courts shall have nd VIP service.

2/ Without prejudice to the detail regarding
rights and benefits of judges may be
determined by a Regulation issued by the

council.
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30. Leave of Federal Judges Participation in
Research

1/ Federal Judges shall have annual,
maternity, paternity, accident and other
leaves which shall be determined by a

Regulation issued by the council.

2/ Federal judge shall have the right to
participate in research and training

consistent with their judicial function.

3/ A Federal judge who has completed
uninterrupted service of at least 10 years
shall have the right to up to 6 months
research leave necessary for research
undertakings. Details shall be specified
in a Directive to be issued by the Federal
Supreme Court.

31. Termination of Tenure
1/ The tenure of any Federal court judge shall

not be terminated except on the following

grounds:

a) When attains a retirement age as
indicated under Article 25 of this
Proclamation or where he has attained

age 60 and wishes to retire;

b) where tenders resignation by giving a

three months advance written notice;
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c) Serious illness which bars a judge from

properly undertake his judicial service;

d) where manifests gross incompetence,
and this is ascertained by the Judicial
Administration Council and a decision

is made to end her tenure;

e) Where committed a breach of discipline
and ascertained by the Judicial
Administration Council and a decision

is made to remove .

2/ A decision made by the Council to remove the
judge under Sub-Article 1 (c) and (e) of this
article shall be effective where the House of
Peoples’ Representatives approves the decisions
of the Council.

32. Prohibitions of Termination of Tenure
1/ Without prejudice to other laws regarding

licensing of attorneys, a federal judge
whose tenure is terminated shall not
appear before any bench at federal court
level in which he served as a judge
representing litigants for a period of two

years starting from the last date of

termination of office.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article 1 of this
article engagement of a former federal
judge in attorney service shall not be a
cause to lose benefits prescribed under

other relevant laws.
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3/ A Federal judge whose tenure is
terminated on grounds of breach of
discipline shall not be entitled to receive
benefits payable by law upon termination
of tenure of judges.

33. Termination of Tenure of President and

vice President of Federal supreme ourt
1/ Without prejudice to article 31(1) (a)(b)(d)
of this proclamation, article 31(1)(c) or (e)

shall be applicable to the President or vice
President of the Federal Supreme Court
pursuant to the following procedures;it
shall be applicable on the basis of this
article Article Sub (2).

2/ The case concerning the termination of tenure
president or vice president shall be decided
by the Council and following the request of
the Prime minster the House Peoples
Representatives shall approve the

decision by simple majority vote.

CHAPTER FOUR
Rights of Judges

34. Judicial Immunity

1/ Federal judges may not have civil liability

for actions taken in their official capacity.

2/ A Federal judge may not be arrested,
detained or prosecuted unless caught
grave crime in flagrante delicto his

immunity is lifted by the Council.
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Federal Judges shall have the right to speak,

write, participate in social and religious
affairs, participate in training and research
undertakings as provided for and guaranteed
under the Constitution and other laws
provided this may not be inconsistent with the
principles of judicial independence and

impartiality.

36. Prohibition against Membership in a

Political Party and Political Participation

1/ No Federal judge shall be a member of any
political party or advance active political
causes publicly or be a supporter of same

or participate in political party meetings.

2/ Without prejudice to Provisions under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, judges shall have
the right to elect.

3/ A judge who wishes to run for political
office may do so provided he resigned
judicial post at least one year in advance of

the Election.
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37. nductin icial __ Activiti with
Transparen Imparitalit n
Accountablilty

1/ Decision, order and ruling of federal court
shall solely be based on the facts and the
law and shall be free from any internal or

external interference.

2/ The judicial activities of Federal courts
shall be transparent and public. Unless
provided otherwise by law, they shall
conduct judicial proceedings in an open
court.

3/ Judicial proceedings of any Federal court
shall be made in ways that allow access to
the public and the media. Details shall be
provided by a Directive to be issued by

the Federal Supreme Court.

4/ Federal courts shall have the duty to treat
all parties with impartiality and equality.
They shall in particular follow up the
condition of detention of individuals held
in custody accused of criminal offences
pending trial.

38. Responsibility OF A Judge
1/ Every Federal Judge shall have the duty to

be transparent, free and impartial on cases

assigned.
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39.

2/ Unless decided otherwise in accordance
with law, every federal judge shall have the
duty to hold proceedings of cases assigned
in public.

3/ Every Federal judge shall be accountable
for breach of judicial code of conduct
where he commits an offence on account of
his judicial duties as a judge or fails to do
what is required to do.

4/ Unless determined by relevant law or
decided by the council, any Federal judge
shall not assume responsibility or be
assigned to work either permanently or
temporarily to any function relating to the
work of the legislative or executive organ

while serving as a judge.

mplaint on icial Miscon

1/ Any person who is of the belief that a
judge acted in violation of the judicial
Code of Conduct or any one with
evidence on such violation may submit a
petition,

complaint  or provide

information to the Council,

2/ Where, because of the alleged violation
the judge is charged for, the proceedings
shall be speedy and the judge who is the
subject of the proceedings shall have the
right to know and defend herself against
the charges. Details shall be provided in
the Judicial Code of Conduct and Rules

of Disciplinary procedure.
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3/ The person who brought complaints
against the judge shall have the right to

know the decisions on the case.

4/ Any disciplinary action taken against the
judge shall solely be based on the
Constitution, this Proclamation and the
Judicial Code of

Disciplinary Rules of Procedure.

Conduct and

CHAPTER SIX
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

40. Budgetary Allocation
Federal Judicial Administration council shall
allocate its budget by the House of peoples
Representatives which shall be sufficient to
properly administer the office.

41. Audit
The books of accounts and budget of the
council shall be audited annually by the
Federal Auditor General.

42. Human Resources

1/ The Council shall have independence to
recruit, hire and administer their own non-

judicial personnel.

2/The recruitment, hire, placement,

promotion, transfer, training, salary
increments and benefits and disciplinary
matters of administrative personnel of
Federal courts shall be governed by a
Regulation adopted by the House of

Peoples Representatives.
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43. Oath
A federal judge appointed at any level

shall before assuming responsibilities
take oath in accordance with the

constitution.

R as a Federal court

judge do swear that | will administer
justice and protect rule of law with
absolute impartiality, independence
and diligence only based on the
constitution and Ethiopian laws and

free from any bias".

44. Power to Issue Requlation

1/ The Judicial Administration Council shall
issue the necessary Regulations to give

effect to this Proclamation.

2/ The Federal Supreme Court may issue
Directives for the implementation of this

Proclamation.

45. Repealed laws
1/ The Federal Judicial Administration

Council Establishment Proclamation No.
684/2010 is hereby repealed and replaced
by this Proclamation.

2/ No other Law or Customary practice which
is inconsistent with this Proclamation shall
have effect with respect to matters

provided for in this Proclamation.



1w IEaNAE

bRl 1 26T DM RPC TE VIO T€ 77 EAIF 9.9 Federal Negarit Gazette No. 18, 20" May, 2021 ....page 13043

5% Pavi16f £77.972

b/ LV APE hooZ Lt (b4 TPEI°lo-

904 NSTF AL PPl
nos Y APeE R Lovw-
3 oto LoATA.::

L0 TA7

0%

€/ PANTSRLC Wi tPT oo 524° L7

ANholom &40 Pw i
geL.q:
PHUT APE aoCUPT ALPLT
W PAIER NNl h?

LPPAA::

Haora-(:

9%. hPE 722501 1K
LY APE (N

PPpC:

AL1TS AOTSLC

P L9
av(\ (T

UL o S Tl | e

nALPOt+ heC I +7 EAIE LI°C PAG

LUPGTA::

b
o)
<
~
)
=
1m)
b

A%0 ANa 770t

AWAOCP Ho-L,

PhACRE boll-AP ATNEALE 6TANAR

TEHATT

46. Transitional Provisions

1/ Pending disciplinary cases brought against
judges shall be decided by the Council

established by this Proclamation .

2/ Recruitment, placement, promotion and
transfer of non-judicial personnel after the
coming in to force of this Proclamation
shall be governed in accordance with
previously  applicable law  without

contravening the principles provided for in

this Proclamation until the issuance of the

Regulation regarding the administration of

non-judicial personnel.

47. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force up on
the date of its approval by the House of
Peoples’ Representatives on the 21* day of
January 2021.

Done at Addis Ababa, On this 20" Day of
May, 2021.

SAHLEWORK ZEWDIE

PRESIDNET OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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PROCLAMATION NO.1237/2021

A PROCILAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR
ARBITRATION AND

CONCILIATIONWORKING PROCEDURE
WHEREAS, the establishment of Alternative
Dispute Resolution and Conciliation helps to
complement the right to justice and, in particular,
contribute to the resolution of investment and
commercial related disputes and to the development
of the sector;

WHEREAS, arbitration and conciliation help
in rendering efficient decision by reducing the cost
of the contracting parties, protecting confidentiality,
allowing the participation of experts and the use of
simple procedure which provides freedom to
contracting parties;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for a
general framework for the identification of
arbitrable cases, management of arbitration
proceedings and execution of decision by taking
into account the objective condition prevailing in

the country;

19¢F onm 7L, His
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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WHEREAS, the Proclamation

implementing international treaties acceded and

helps in

ratified by Ethiopia;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to
amend the laws in force by taking into account the
international practices and principles related to

arbitration and conciliation;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

proclaimed as follows:

ECTION ONE

GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the
“Arbitration  and
Procedure Proclamation No. 1237 /2021”.

Conciliation ~ Working

2. Definition

In this Proclamation, unless the context requires

otherwise:

1/ “Arbitration Agreement” is an agreement
to be implemented in order to partly or
wholly settle future or existing dispute that
may arise from contractual or non-

contractual legal relationship;

2/ “Arbitral Award” means a decision
rendered by a permanent arbitral institution
or by an ad hoc arbitral body formed by the

agreement of contracting parties;
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4/

5/

6/

7/

ownership to provide arbitration service;

“Court” means an organ established by law

with regular judicial power;

“Tribunal” means a sole arbitrator or a

panel of more than one arbitrator;

“Arbitrator” means an impartial natural
person to be designated by contracting

parties or third party;

“Commercial Related” includes business

relationship for the supply and exchange of

goods or services, agreement for
distribution, commercial agent, lease,
construction,  consultancy, engineering,

license for commercial purpose, investment,
bank,

venture and other business organizations

finance, insurance, mining; joint
that are not prohibited by this Proclamation,
transportation of persons and goods by air,
sea and land and includes similar businesses
arising from contractual or extra-contractual

relations of a commercial nature;
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8/ ”Foreign Arbitral

arbitral

Award”

award which is deemed to have

means an

been rendered in a foreign country in

accordance  with international treaties
acceded and ratified by Ethiopia or a
decision in which the seat of arbitration is
mentioned to be outside of the Ethiopian

territory;

9/ “Conciliation” is a process facilitated by a
third party designated by contracting parties
in order to resolve existing or future dispute
that may arise from contrauctual or non-

contractual legal relationship;

10/ “Person”

juridical person;

means a natural person or

11/ Any expression in the masculine gender
includes the feminine;

3. Scope of Application

1/ Without prejudice to the International Treaty
to which Ethiopia is a signatory, this
Proclamation shall apply to commercial

related national arbitration, international
arbitration whose seat is in Ethiopia and

national conciliation proceedings.

2/ Notwithstanding the Provision of Sub Article
(1) of this Article, the Provisions of Article 8,
9, 25, 26, 27, 51, 52 and 53 of this
Proclamation shall apply to International

arbitration situated outside of Ethiopia.

13054
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4. International Arbitration

1/ An arbitration shall be deemed to be
International arbitration if it falls under one

of the following:

a) Where the principal business place of the
contracting parties are in two different
countries at the time of the conclusion of

the agreement;

b) Where the legal place of the arbitration
chosen in accordance with the arbitration
agreement or the place of the principal
business where the substantial part of the

commercial or

to be

obligations of the
contractual relationship is
performed or the place of business with
which the subject-matter of the dispute is
arised and most closely connected is

located in a foreign country;

¢) Where the parties have expressly agreed
that the subject-matter of the arbitration
agreement relates to more than one

country.
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2/ If a party has more than one place of business
for the purpose implementing this Article, the
place of business shall be that which has the
closest to the arbitration agreement and,
where there is no place of business, it will be
the principal residence of the contracting
parties.

5. Prohibition of Intervention by the Court

Court shall not intervene in arbitrable matters
except where it is specifically provided for in

this Proclamation.

ECTION TW

ARBITRATION AGREEMENT

6. Forms of Arbitration Agreement

1/ Arbitration agreement shall be in writing.

2/ The arbitration agreement shall be deemed to
have been made in writing where its content
is recorded, signed by all parties and two
witnesses even where it was made orally, by

conduct or any other means.

3/ An arbitration agreement concluded by
electronics media shall be deemed to have
been made in written form where it is
accessible for use when the information is

needed.

4/ An arbitration agreement entered through
electronic media shall be deemed to be
concluded at a place where the offeree gives

his consent to the agreement.
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5/ For the purpose of this Article, ‘Electronic
Communication” means any exchange of
information between the contracting parties
through email or the act sending, receiving
and storing of information through electronic,

magnetic, optical or similar means.

7. Non-Arbitrable Cases

The following shall not be submitted for

arbitration:

1/ Divorce, adoption, guardianship, tutorship
and succession cases;

2/ Criminal cases;

3/ Tax cases;

4/ Judgment on bankruptcy;

of business

5/ Decisions on dissolution

organizations;

6/ All land cases including lease;

7/ Administrative contract, except where it is

not permitted by law;

8/ Trade competition and consumers protection;

9/ Administrative disputes falling under the
powers given to relevant administrative

organs by law;

10/ other cases that is not arbitrable under the

law.
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Submitted to Court

1/ Where a suit falling under an arbitration

agreement is brought before a court and the

defendant raises preliminary objection that

the parties agreed to resolve their disputes

through arbitration agreement, the court shall

dismiss the suit and the parties to resolve

their dispute in accordance with

arbitration agreement.

the

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the court shall hear the

case where the arbitration agreement is void

and becomes ineffective;

3/ The fact that the suit mentioned in Sub-

Article (2) of this Article is pending before a

court does not prohibit commencement or

continuation of the arbitration proceedings

parallelly, and not prohibit the arbitral

tribunal from rendering an award.

4/ The arbitration agreement shall be deemed

null and void

preliminary objection.

if it is not raised under
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9. Arbitration Adgreement and Provisional
Interim Measure taken by Courts

With respect to matters falling under the

arbitration agreement, the contracting parties

may request the court interim measures to be

taken before the arbitration proceeding is

initiated or during the proceedings. This shall

not be considered as violation of the arbitration

agreement by the contracting parties and as

intervention by the court.

10. Laws Applicable to Arbitration Agreement

1/The

2/

3/

4/

the
be governed by the

arbitration  agreement  and
proceedings shall
arbitration law chosen by the contracting

parties.

This Proclamation shall be applicable to
arbitration agreement in which Ethiopia is
designated as a seat of the arbitration, where
the contracting parties have not chosen the
applicable law, as provided in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article.

Notwithstanding the Provision of Sub-
Acrticle (1) of this Article, the agreement of
the shall be

impossible to

contracting parties not
applicable where it is
implement the agreement on its own, or
where it violates the mandatory provisions

of this Proclamation.

Where there is an agreement of the
that be
implemented as provided in Sub-Article (3)

of this Article, the arbitration shall be

contracting  parties cannot

governed by other law chosen by the parties

or the Provisions of this Proclamation.
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SECTION THREE

NUMBER AND DESIGNATION OF
ARBITRATORS

11. Number of Arbitrators

1/ Contracting parties may determine the

number of arbitrators by agreement.
Provided that the number of judges shall be

odd number.

2/ Where contracting parties fail to agree on
the number of arbitrators, there shall be
three arbitrators.

12. Appointment of Arbitrators

1/ Unless

otherwise, no person shall be precluded

the contracting parties agree
from being designated as an arbitrator on

the basis of his citizenship.

2/ Unless this

Proclamation, contracting parties shall be

provided otherwise in

free to agree on the procedure of
appointment of arbitrators, appointment of
arbitration by arbitration centers or by

third party.

3/ Where the contracting parties fail to agree
in accordance with Sub-Article (2) of this

Article, the following shall apply:

a) Where the arbitral tribunal has one
arbitrator, both parties shall mutually
agree on the appointment; in the case of
three arbitrators, each contracting party
shall appoint one co-arbitrator; and the
appointed co-arbitrators shall appoint the
third arbitrator who serves as the

presiding arbitrator;
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4/

5/

b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of Sub-
Article 3 of this Article, where one of the
contracting parties fail to appoint the co-
arbitrator within 30 days from the date of
receipt of the notice by the other party,
or where the two arbitrators fail to agree
on the appointment of the third arbitrator
within 30 days from the date of their
appointment or where the contracting

parties fail to agree, in the case of a sole

arbitrator, the First Instance Court shall
appoint such arbitrator upon the request

of one of the parties.

Where the contracting party who has
initiated the arbitration has notified the other
party to participate in the appointment of
arbitrator or properly notified to designate a
co-arbitrator from his side and if he fail to
reply within 30 days or deny the existence
of an arbitration agreement, the requesting
party shall have the right to cancel the
agreement in his own time and submit his

suit to the court.

When the court appoints an arbitrator in
accordance with paragraph (b) of Sub-
Article (3) of this Article, it shall take into
account the criteria stated in the arbitration
agreement and the impartiality and
independence of the arbitrator as well as his
professional competence in relation to the

dispute.
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6/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, where the hearing is an International
arbitration hearing conducted by a sole
arbitrator, it shall be taken into account that
the citizenship of the arbitrator is different

from either party.

7/ No appeal shall lie from the decision of a
court rendered in accordance with paragraph
(b) of Sub-Article (3) of this Article.

13. Rights and Obligations of an Arbitrator

1/ When a person is requested for a position of
arbitrator, he shall promptly notify any
conflict of interest which interferes with, or
casts reasonable doubt on, his impartiality
and independence or if he has or discovers
any family, loan, business or property
ownership relationship with either of the

contracting parties.

2/ Where an arbitrator accepts his designation,

he shall notify his agreement in writing.

3/ An arbitrator shall have a right to receive
fee for his service and to be reimbursed for

his expenses.

4/ An arbitrator shall perform his function
efficiently and take prompt action to
prevent unnecessary delay of the

arbitration proceeding.
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5/ A person who has previously participated as
an attorney, advisor, conciliator or judge of
a court shall not serve as an arbitrator in the

same case.

6/ An arbitrator shall not, unless it is found
appropriate in the arbitration proceedings,

meet with a contracting party separately.

7/ Arbitrators shall not accept any kind of gift

from the contracting parties.

14. Objection to Arbitrators

1/ An objection against the appointment of an
arbitrator may be made only if there are
circumstances which create justifiable
doubts as to his impartiality and

independence, or fulfillment of the criteria

stated in the arbitration agreement.

2/ A party may only challenge the arbitrator
appointed by him or in whose appointment
he has participated for reasons known to
him after the appointment of the arbitrator.

15. Procedures of Objection

1/ Contracting parties may agree on the

procedures of objection against the

appointment of arbitrators.
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arbitration proceeding until it renders its
decision on the objection. The court shall
render decision within 60 consecutive days
from the date of suspension of the

proceedings.

16. Failure to Properly Discharge Functions

1/

An arbitrator shall, if the contracting
parties agree, be removed from his position
where he is unable to properly discharge
his functions on legal grounds or causes
delay in performance without good cause.
The contracting parties shall notify their

agreement to the tribunal in writing.
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2/

3/

The contracting parties may apply to the
First Instance Court where the tribunal fails
to take measures pursuant to Sub-Article
(1) of this Article or the arbitrator does not
resign willingly from his position or the
contracting parties have not reached an
agreement. No appeal shall lie from the

decision rendered by the court.

The resignation of an arbitrator from his
position or the removal of an arbitrator by
agreement of the contracting parties in
accordance with Sub-Acrticles (1) and (2) of
this Article shall not be deemed as
arbitrator’s acceptance of the conditions
stated in Sub-Article (1) of this Article.

17. Appointment of Substitute Arbitrator

1

2/

3/

A substitute arbitrator shall be appointed
where an arbitrator is removed or resigns
from his position as an arbitrator for any

reason.

Unless the contracting parties agree on new
terms of appointment, a substitute
arbitrator shall be appointed in accordance
with the same procedure that was
applicable to the appointment of the

replaced arbitrator.

The contracting parties may agree to
continue with the arbitration proceeding
conducted by the replaced arbitrators from
where it stopped or start a new proceeding.
Where no agreement has been reached,

they may apply to First Instance Court.
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18. Arbitration Centers

1/

2/

3/

19. Power of Arbitr

An arbitration center may be established by

government or private person.

Federal Attorney General shall supervise
arbitration centers, issue and renew license
and provided for criteria for the
establishment of the same.The details shall
be determined by Regulation to be issued

by the Council of Ministers.

This shall

existing arbitration centers from being

Proclamation not prohibit

operational.

ion Tribunal To Determin

: isdicti

1/

2/

The tribunal shall have the power to
determine the existence or non existence
of a valid arbitration agreement between
the contracting parties including as to
whether it has jurisdiction to hear the case
or not. For this purpose, arbitration clause
which is included in an agreement shall be
deemed to be a separate and independent
agreement. The fact that the principal
agreement becomes null and void shall not

make the arbitration clause null and void.

An objection raised against the material
shall be

submitted before a hearing on point of

jurisdiction of the tribunal
substance as a preliminary objection. The

appointment of an arbitrator by a
contracting party or his participation in the
process shall not prohibit him from raising

the objection.
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with Sub-Article (5) of this Article shall
not prevent the tribunal from continuing
with

the arbitration proceedings and

rendering an award.

SECTION FOUR

INTERIM MEASURES

20. Power of the Aribtral Tribunal to Issue

Order Interim Measures

1

Unless the contracting parties agree
otherwise, the tribunal may issue an order
interim measure upon request made by
one of the contracting parties, where it
deems it necessary to take interim
measures relating to the subject matter of

the dispute under arbitration proceedings.
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2/ The order of interim measures rendered in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this

Acrticle shall include the following:

a) To preserve relevant evidence;

b) To properly preserve or maintain
goods that are part of the dispute; to
preserve under the custody of third

party or to sell perishable goods;

¢) To preserve assets and funds against
which an arbitration decision may

be given;

d) To allow the continuation of the
existing conditions or to restore the
status quo pending resolution of the

dispute.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Acrticle (1) of this Article, the tribunal may,
on its own initiative, issue order of
injunction to stop anything that may create
an obstacle to the arbitration proceeding or

bring about imminent damage.

21. Conditions for Issuing an Order Interim

Measures and Security

1/ The tribunal shall, in order to issue an

order of provisional interim measure,
consider that irreparable damage is likely
to happen if an order is not issued or the
impact it may have on the person against

whom the order is issued.
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2/ The tribunal shall provide the other party
an opportunity to be heard while rendering

its decision.

3/ The contracting party who has requested
the tribunal for an order of provisional
interim measure may be required by the
tribunal to provide sufficient security to

cover the damage that may be caused by

the order.

4/ The contracting party who has requested
for an order of provisional interim measure
may be liable for compensation in relation
to damage caused by the interim measure if
it is believed that the measure should not
have been granted under the circumstance

then prevailing.

22. Request for an Order of Precautiopary

Measure

1/ Unless the parties agree otherwise, a party

who requested for an order interim

measure  without notifying the other
contracting party may concurrently request
the tribunal for an order of precautionary
measure to be taken to prevent the latter
from obstructing the implementation of the

interim measure requested.

2/ The tribunal issue the order

precautionary measure without notifying

may

the other party if it believes with sufficient
cause that such notification would hinder

the implementation of the interim measure.
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3/ The Tribunal may give the other party

4/

5/

6/

against whom the order of precautionary
measure issued an opportunity to respond

on the subject matter.

The duration of the order of precautionary
measure shall be only for 30 consecutive
days starting from the date of such order
tribunal

rendered. The may modify,

confirm or reverse the order of
precautionary measure issued by it in
accordance with Sub-Article (2) of this
Article where the other party has been

informed of such order.

The tribunal may order the party who

requested the order of precautionary
measure to provide security for the damage

that may be caused by such order.

The party who requested the order of
precautionary or interim measure shall be
responsible for the damage caused by the
order where it is proved that the order was

not appropriate.

23. Modification, Temporary Suspension and
Reversal of Interim Measures

The tribunal may, on its own initiative, modify,

suspend and reverse the order upon request by

the

contracting parties orin exceptional

circumstances, upon prior notice to the parties.
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24. Notification

1/ The tribunal may order the contracting
party to promptly notify it if there is any
change in relation to the order of

precautionary or interim measure.

2/ The contracting party who has requested
for an order of precautionary measure shall
notify the tribunal any change of
conditions that have been the causes for
issuing an order of precautionary measure
or extension of the same until the other
contracting party provides his defense at
the tribunal.

25. Recognition and Enforcement of an Order of

Interim Measure

1/ Without prejudice to recognition and
enforcement of foreign awards, an order of
interim measure issued by a tribunal shall
be binding, irrespective of the country in

which it was issued.

2/ Where an order for interim measure cannot
be enforced, one of the contracting parties
may apply to a court for the enforcement of
such order.

3/ Where the application made pursuant to
Sub-Article (2) of this Article is from
within the country, it shall be submitted to
a court which would have had jurisdiction
had it not been submitted to the tribunal.
Where the order is issued by a foreign
tribunal, the Federal High Court shall have

jurisdiction over the case.
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modification, temporary suspension or

reversal of the interim measure.

26. Refusal of the Request for Recoanition or
Enforcement of Interim Measure by the
Court

1/

A court may refuse the request for
recognition or enforcement of an order
the

interim  measures on following

grounds:

a) Where the provisions with respect to
refusal of award, in particular, loss of
capacity of contracting party, absence
of a valid arbitration agreement, where
the subject matter of the order is not
subject to arbitral submission or the
tribunal has no jurisdiction or the order

is beyond the scope of the tribunal;
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b) Where the decision of the tribunal with
respect to security has not been

complied with;

c) Where the decision rendered with
respect to interim measure has been
modified, temporarily suspended or

reversed;

d) Where the court has no jurisdiction; or

e) Where the recognition or enforcement
of the interim measure conflict with

public morality or Government Policy.

2/ The court, before which a request has been
made, as regard to the above grounds, may
not revise the substance of the interim
measure

in the process of rendering

decision.

27. Interim Measures Granted by Court

28.

Contracting parties may request a court for an
order of interim measure irrespective of the

place of the arbitration of the arbitral tribunal.

ECTION FIVE

PROCEEDINGS OF ARBITRATION

Equal Treatment of Parties

Parties to the arbitration agreement shall be
the
opportunity to present their cases and shall have
the right to be heard.

treated equally and shall be given
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29. Determination of Rules of Procedure

1/ Without

2/

prejudice to the

this

mandatory

provisions  of Proclamation,
contracting parties may, by agreement,
determine the rules of procedure to be
applicable by the tribunal or refer to third

party for determination.

Where there are no rules of procedure
determined in accordance with Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the tribunal shall
determine rules of procedure which it
deems appropriate. The Power conferred
on the arbitral tribunal to determine the
rules of procedure includes matters relating
to admissibility, relevance and evaluation

of evidence.

30. Place of the Arbitration Tribunal

1/

2/

3/

The contracting parties may determine by
agreement the place of the arbitration that
is designated as the place of arbitration by

law.

If the contracting parties fail to agree on
the place of arbitration, the arbitral tribunal
shall determine the place appropriate for

the case.

Notwithstanding Sub-Articles (1) and (2)
of this Article, the arbitration tribunal may,
unless otherwise agreed by the contracting
parties, conduct the arbitration in another
place, as may be necessary, for the purpose
of

receiving

consultation,  hearing  witnesses,

testimony of experts, and

inspecting property and documents.
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31. Commencement and Notification of Arbitral

Proceedings
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the defendant receives the plaintiff’s
request that he has decided to refer the
dispute to arbitration shall be deemed to be
the commencement date of the arbitral
proceedings. The request for arbitration
shall be in writing and shall specify the
names of the parties, the dispute that gives
rise to the arbitration and the arbitration

clause for initiating such arbitration.

2/ The party who has received the request for
arbitration shall reply in writing within 30
consecutive days whether there is an
arbitration agreement or not, about the
dispute and his interest to continue with the

arbitration.

3/ The requesting party shall have the right to

apply to a court where the party to whom a
request has been made denies the existence
of an arbitration agreement or expresses no
interest in continuing with the arbitration
or has not replied within the time limit
specified in Sub-Article (2) of this Article.

4/ Parties may be represented by a person of

their choice or an attorney. A party who
intends to be represented at the arbitration
proceedings shall send a notice consisting
of the name and address of the agent to the

other party and the tribunal.
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5/

Unless

the parties agree otherwise,

summon of the arbitration suit and any

notice

shall be served through the

following options:

a)

b)

c)

A notice shall be deemed to have been
delivered where it has been served on
the

representative in person, on work

concerned person or legal

place or principal residence, sent
through the email addresses used by
the parties or the email addresses

mentioned in the main contract;

Where a reasonable efforts has been
made to serve notice or summon on
the party based on the provision of
paragraph (a) Sub-Article (5) of this
Article and has produced no result,
such notice or summon shall be
deemed to have been served if it is
delivered at his last known principal
residence or place of business or if it
sent through his postal or email
addresses used by him or delivered by
courier or by any other means of
written communication that shows
that the notice or summon has been

delivered.

The notice or summon shall be
deemed to have been served and the
suit shall be heard ex-parte if the party
was not willing to accept the notice or
summon and his refusal is ascertained

by the tribunal.
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6/ The time limit of a notice or summon
served with the options provided for in
Sub-Atrticle (5) of this Article shall begin
to run on the following day after the

delivery of the notice or summon.

32. Language

1/ Contracting parties may, by agreement,
determine the language to be used in the

arbitration proceedings.

2/ The arbitral tribunal may determine the
appropriate language for the arbitral
proceedings where the parties fail to agree

on the choice of language.

3/ The arbitral tribunal may order that
documentary evidence be submitted
accompanied by a translation to the
language or languages chosen under the
agreement of the parties or the language

determined by the tribunal.

4/ Unless the contracting parties agree
otherwise, the arbitral tribunal shall,in
order to translate to the language he
understands or to the sign language, assign
a translator to a contracting party, witness
or expert who cannot communicate in the

working language of the tribunal.

33. Statement of Claim and Statement of

Defense

1/ The statement of claim shall, by citing the
arbitration clause, be submitted with
supportive evidence by including the
addresses of the plaintiff and the defendant,
the claim and material facts supporting his

request, the reliefs sought by the plaintiff.
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NCNC &6 TICT Qb+ ovAhe statement of defence by including the
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ALLLN LTAA::

in the course of the proceeding unless the

tribunal considers the reason for not
amending the statement or submitting the
evidence is sufficient and finds it to be
inappropriate by taking into account the

stage of the proceeding.
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34. Oral and Written Arguments

1/ Without prejudice to the agreement made
between the parties in dispute, the power to
hear oral litigation and take the necessary
actions based on documentary and other
material evidence shall be vested on the
arbitral tribunal.

2/ Unless the parties in dispute agree to abandon
oral litigation, the tribunal shall provide the
parties with sufficient time for preparation
after having decided on conducting of
litigation and submission of evidence. If they
request for oral argument, the tribunal shall
conduct the same within reasonable period of
time.

3/ All statements, documents and other
evidence submitted to the tribunal by any of
the parties during the proceedings shall also
be provided to the other party. Likewise, all
expert statements on which the tribunal bases
its arbitral award shall be given to the parties

in dispute.

35. Non-Appearance of a Party in Dispute

Unless the contracting parties agree otherwise:

1/ Where the plaintiff fails to submit the
statement of claim in accordance with Sub-
Article (1) of Article 33 of this
Proclamation, the arbitral tribunal shall

dismiss the suit.
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2/ Where the defendant fails to submit his
statement of defence in accordance with
the provisions of this Proclamation, the
arbitral tribunal shall proceed with the

such

proceedings without considering

event as admission of the pleader’s claim.

3/ If a plaintiff fails to appear at the hearing
and the defendant admits the claims, the
arbitral tribunal may pass decision on such
admission and dismiss the case if the

defendant denies the claims of the plaintiff.

4/ Where none of the parties appear in person
or no document have been submitted, the
tribunal may continue the proceeding and

make an arbitral award on the basis of the

evidence submitted to it.

5/ Notwithstanding the Provision of Sub-
Acrticle (4) of this Article, the tribunal may
terminate the proceedings, restart the

proceedings or allow the submission of

that the

contracting party has sufficient reason for

evidence if it recognizes
not appearing in person at the hearing or

submitting its evidence.

The tribunal shall award such cost and
expenses in accordance with the Civil
Procedure Code for the party who has

appeared before the tribunal.
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36. Assignment of Expert

1/

2/

3/

Unless the contracting parties agree

otherwise, the arbitral tribunal may:

a) Assign one or more expert who can
provide expert opinion orally or in
writing;

b) Request any contracting party to

provide relevant information to the

expert, or to create conducive
environment for the expert to inspect
documents,

and examine relevant

objects and other property.

Unless the contracting parties agree
otherwise, the expert may, upon the request
of the contracting parties, or where the
tribunal finds the appearance of the expert
necessary, on its own initiative, order the
expert to present his expert opinion in
writing, orally or by any other means to
provide responses to questions raised by
contracting parties by appearing in person

at the tribunal.

The contracting party may challenge the
professional competence, impartiality and
independence of the expert with respect to

his expert opinion.
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37. Support of Court in Receiving Evidence

1/ The arbitral tribunal may, upon its own
initiative or based on the request of the
contracting party, request the assistance of
the court that has material jurisdiction over
the case in receiving evidence and

executing its order where such matter does

not fall within its competence or cannot be

executed by itself.

2/ The court to which a request has been
made in accordance with Sub-Article (1) of
this Article shall, unless the court dismiss
the request in accordance with the law,

hear evidence or give order for the hearing

of same and notify the arbitral tribunal, in

writing, about the results.

3/ The court may allow the tribunal and the
contracting parties to participate in a
hearing to be conducted in accordance with
Sub-Article (2) of this Article, as may be

necessary.

38. Recording of the Proceedings in Writing

1/ The tribunal shall reduce the arbitration
proceedings in writing. The parties in
dispute or participants of the proceedings
may request corrections to be made where
their statements are not fully captured or if

they believe that there are errors.
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2/ The acceptance or rejection of the request

for correction shall be stated in the file.

3/ The arbitrators shall put their signature on
each page of the file and a seal shall be
affixed thereto. However, where an ad hoc
arbitration panel is established and if such
panel does not have its own seal, the

signature of the arbitrators shall suffice.

39. Confidentiality

Unless otherwise provided by law or agreement,
the proceedings and arbitral award of the

tribunal shall be kept confidential.

40. Intervention of Third Parties and

Accountability

1/ Any third party whose interest could be

affected by the arbitral award may
intervene in the arbitral proceedings before
the arbitral award is rendered upon
submission of their application to the

tribunal.

2/ The contracting parties may apply to the
tribunal for the intervention of third parties
in the proceedings with the intention of
holding the

latter liable to them or

requiring such parties to pay them

compensation.

3/ Third parties may only participate in the
proceedings if the contracting parties
including the third party give their consent

to such intervention.
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SECTION SIX

ARBITRAL AWARD AND TERMINATION
OF THE PROCEEDINGS

41. Applicable Laws on the Subject Matter of

the Case

1/ The arbitration tribunal shall have the
obligation to apply the substantive law
chosen by the contracting parties to

international arbitration.

2/ Unless specifically agreed otherwise, any
choice of law made by agreement of the
parties shall be deemed to be the

substantive law of that country and not that

of the conflict of laws rules.

3/ Where no substantive law has been chosen
by agreement in accordance with Sub-
Acrticle (1) of this Article, the tribunal may
choose a substantive law close and relevant

to the subject matter of the dispute.

4/ Where the subject matter of the dispute
does not have an element of international

arbitration, Ethiopian law shall apply.

5/ An arbitral award may be granted based on

equity or known commercial practices
where such power is expressly given to the
tribunal by the contracting parties or the

applicable law authorizes such application.
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42. Arbitral Award Rendered by More Than
One Arbitrator

1/ Unless the contracting parties agree
otherwise, decision shall be rendered by
majority vote where the number of
arbitrators is more than one. Dissenting

opinion shall be recorded.

2/ Unless the contracting parties agree
otherwise, where one of the arbitrators is
not willing to cast his vote on the decision,
he shall notify the contracting parties and
the rest of the arbitrators shall render

decision.

3/ An arbitrator may pass decisions on
procedural matters with respect to powers
given to him by contracting parties or other
arbitrators even where the quorum is not

present.

43. Arbitral Award Rendered on the Basis of an
Adgreement

1/ The arbitral proceedings shall be
terminated where the contracting parties
have resolved their dispute by agreement
before an arbitral award is rendered on the

subject matter of the arbitration.
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2/ Where the contracting parties request the
tribunal to register their agreement in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article and if such agreement does not
contradict with public morality and
security, the matter resolved by agreement
shall be deemed to be an award of the
tribunal and registered in the tribunal’s
registry and shall have the same legal

effect as any award granted by the tribunal.

44, Form, Content and Effect of Arbitral Award

1/ The arbitral award shall be in writing and
signed by the arbitrator or arbitrators.
Where an arbitral award is rendered by a
tribunal with more than two arbitrators, the
signature of the majority shall suffice and
the arbitrator who has not signed on the

arbitral shall state his reasoning.

2/ Unless there is an agreement between the
contracting parties not to disclose the
reason or the arbitral award is granted
based on mutual consent as provided in
Article 43 of this Proclamation, the
grounds of the award shall be recorded in
the file of the tribunal.
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3/ The award shall state the claim, the
material facts in dispute, the name, address
and, where necessary, the Citizenship of
the

contracting parties, grounds for

rendering the award, the costs of and
mode of payment of costs of arbitration,
the date of the award, and place of the
arbitral award as stipulated under Article

30 of this Proclamation.

4/ A copy of the award duly signed by the
arbitrators in accordance with Sub-Article
(1) of this Article shall be provided to each
contracting party within 15 days from the

date of signing of the award.

5/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (4) of this Article, the tribunal shall
not be compelled to issue a copy of the
award to a contracting party who fails to
settle payment until the arbitration fee and
costs are fully paid as provided for in the

award.

6/ Any decision of the arbitral tribunal shall

be deemed to be a decision given by a
court and shall be binding on the parties
and prevents from bringing suit on similar

matter between such parties.

45, Termination of Arbitration Proceedings

1/ Arbitration proceedings shall terminate on
the following grounds:

a) Where the plaintiff withdraws his suit
and the granting of the award will not

be in the interest of the defendant;
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b) Where the parties agree to terminate

the arbitration proceedings;

¢) Where the arbitral tribunal finds the
continuation of the proceedings

unnecessary or there is sufficient

reason for not continuing the

proceedings;
d) Where an arbitral award is rendered;
e) On any other grounds expressly

provided for in other laws;

2/ When the

terminated in accordance with Sub-Article

arbitral  proceedings are

(1) of this Article, the tribunal shall pass

decision regarding the cost of arbitration.

46. Costs of Arbitration

1/ Unless the contracting parties agree
otherwise, the modes of payment of costs
necessary for the arbitration and service

fees of arbitrators may be determined by

the tribunal.
2/ An appeal may be lodged against a
decision rendered by the tribunal in

accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this

Atrticle to the First Instance Court.

A CAAMN Mk  @AB7  AATILI°: | 47. Corrections, Interpretations and Additional
ao G AT QA T4 arA% Arbitral Award
5/ -PPL 015 P20 PP 1/ Unless the parties agree otherwise,, any
ngegey - nad NN e party may within 30 days from receipt of
the award:
+hehe 17 PA0MIN ST o0

NLlLaa- NG ¢G5 @NP:-
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e/

V) A78%5w HPPL o177 AMAD-
TPPL 017 070F 0IAVA
S5t 1% @A AL PRIIG
i eRPC A% LA
®l9°  PAJANGT  AATINTPA
g-rHAA €PN O AT
amfP LFAN::

A) ARG PP @17 AAA0-
APPL 017 00+ (AP
Po-Azm- NP 0L NFA AL
PANIN ST M0%o- TCRP
AT5.07 aomPP LFAA::

h) ARG TPPL 017 AMAT @
TPPe 017 07M0P o-Ao-
AN ST %o PO
g-rHAA  Po-0k@-  NEA AL
16,716 @03 ArearAT
PANIN ST M%7 aomfP
LTAA::

PANMN ST 10%0- (IHY ATPR
100 ATPR (B) &EA Fé (V) AT (A)
aww/lt PPLNor reE CHPlam-
AP PPew7 (NFPNA NG ¢G5
oM A7L PR AN PCTIA
oL CALrTIN: M0 LR
“-rhhe ol Padme TG
Po-Azm AN R7RPT LPmé-A::

PANIN STV F1%0- (HY RIPE
700 RITPR (B) L&A Te (V) AL
PEHLNS T QT oo &FoT (45
(DAY AT P -am  é
¢ oar TM0-hhA LTAA::

oA

a) request the tribunal for correction of

clerical errors, numerical errors,
unintended and inadvertent omission

of words by notifying the other party;

b) request the tribunal to give an
interpretation on specific issue or part

of the award by notifying the other
party;

c) request the tribunal for additional
award on the part of the award that
has been omitted by notifying the
other party.

2/ Where the arbitral tribunal accepts the

request submitted in accordance with
paragraph (a) and (b) of Sub-Article (1) of
this Article, it shall make the necessary
correction or provide interpretation within
30 (thirty) days from the receipt of the
The

interpretation provided by the tribunal shall

request. correction made or

be deemed to be part of the award.

3/ Where the arbitral tribunal discovers the
errors stated under paragraph (a) of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, it may make
correction upon its own initiative within 30
days from the date of rendering of the

award.
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8/ PANIN ST M%0- Y RIPA 4/ Where the arbitral tribunal accepts the
7040 ATPR (B) L&A ¢ () request submitted in accordance with
owld ePiNoTy e PHPNam paragraph (c) of Sub-Article (1) of this
ATEPY PPk (POA 0E PG Acrticle, it shall render additional award
ONT TonTe -0z LAMA: P Amar within 60 days from the date of receipt of
AT Odh P e P Podnam AhA the request. The additional award shall be

deemed to be part of the previous award.
K7PT LHMi-A::

&/ PAAIN ST M0G0 ANéAYL U 5/ Where the arbitral tribunal finds it
A.CTFD “INTNe AT L TCAY, necessary, it may extend the period
AaodmT O LI T T @-A% mentioned in Sub-Articles (2) and (4) of
ATINFANE (LY RFIPR 0D RIPR this Article for additional 20 days in order
& AE (@) eredblbod L provide interpretation or render additional

decision.
A6 F PSS ALLNwo-
LTAA::

Z/ (Y APE AIPAR Yo PtrovAbto- 6/ The provisions of Article 44 of this
€700 Tarhne (179647 FCARYL Proclamation may be applicable with
NaovQm-t L9° Fen¢ @Ay respect to making of correction, providing
NG hE L ALgv 14.997 71 interpretation and rendering of additional
LELPA:: decision.

asa At ECTION SEVEN

22724 5751 o4 AL AA"LPC(-

OBJECTIONS AGAINST ARBITRAL AWARDS

AT 2F

T, PAADA ST 0427 NP oI

b/

N2AIN S99 188 o0r PhChC
+Aadd o7 Ae- PATATLS
-Hama- CAININ S5 T ©A% ooAl:
erh APPL 017 0L MIFo9e
POTE 017 PAIAMN ST 0Ase-7
0L Po-Apw7 hé909° (oI @I
FEE 0NN ST aeSe ¢
7147 AT ANT AN SCL 0T
@43 oOm-E7 Yol 18 EC OF
+ TP LA
LAAN::

o\ P av P, w7

48. Objections Raised Against Arbitral Awards

1/

A contracting party or a third party who
should have been party to the arbitration
proceeding and whose right has been
affected by the arbitral award may, within
60 days from the date he became aware of
such award, submit his objection against
the arbitral award or the execution of the
same to the court which has jurisdiction
over the case had it not been submitted to

arbitration.
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8/

i/

P o7 PULLePCNo POTE 017
ANPLI ST Aeodbrtor  ATLo-
10%  Alkdo7  APCO (N7AA
8% el MAd 10 hid nY
RiPx 100 ATPR () aowlT
P P TIPLA ALTAY::

PPl e h0EJ AbiOo D THPPL
15 oo OPr PUAIN ST
@Az 7NN e RIL.LLNNT GCL ok
TERLT 0L N0 LavAAPA::

PPl e hES APLOo- POTE
o017 QP ®CL Ok PAIAIN STV
o407 (hédA oLI> ovA. (lov-A.
ANl @L9° ALATAD LTAA::

®CLT AT RWE09°T  hAov P oY°
N&FhlldhC  1-2C%1F  h1 o0
PRI L VPT QY APE OC
LT A A LN 149701
LGP

38, £2707%

&/ TPPL

1T 028N ST
N1 Fo- AP U7 DA-TON7ov-
ANEPC 20N ST 00, AL
AGCL LT LT T1PLA ALTAY::

+Fey 0 haa Q0HPC
ww/lIP Phl W ASC PwC
Al TPl LFAA::

TP 0t WTC Hhdhs
01T CAAIN ST oAz (NY
APE  WIPAR WE H0N RIPR(E)E
WIPR G TRG hrPA %10 700 Ao
(8) evwld (TOm  PAININ ST
@Az AL LAV TINT ALTFAI::

2/ Where the third party who submits his
objection had previously submitted the
same to the tribunal that heard the case and
had intervened in the arbitration

proceedings; he may not submit his

objection in accordance with Sub-Article

(1) of this Article.

3/ Where the person who raised the objection
is among the contracting parties, the court
shall remand the award to the tribunal for
amendment.

4/ Where the person who raised the objection
is a third party, the court may reverse or
modify, partly or wholly, the arbitral

award.

5/ The provisions of the Civil Procedure Code
regarding objection to judgement and
execution of order shall be applicable in so
far as they are consistent with this

Proclamation.

49. Appeal

1/ Unless

otherwise in their arbitration agreement, no

the contracting parties agree
appeal shall lie to the court from an arbitral

award.

2/ Unless there is agreement to the contrary,
an application for cassation can be
submitted where there is a fundamental or

basic error of law.

3/ Notwithstanding any agreement to the
contrary, no appeal shall lie from arbitral
award rendered in accordance with Sub-
Article (5) of Article 41, Article 43 and
Sub-Article (2) of Article 44 of this

Proclamation.
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o/

020N 8% oA Ag  e90%
P PClo: 5% MmN &Ce 01
et W7 TC 1427 0L AT
AAMNT AdD GCL 0 tei SO0
POLPCO@-9° CANIN 57T
AL0Y ag (1LLA (0F ST o0

o-N30-

Tz
05T chchC »r-mCYT h?
0 L20% AdedN P-lavpli-l: T

A2007 T PAT@- €720 (11ADA
SHrl @4z AL N99.4CAN LY AL
1T4.977. LUTA.::

Y A7PR 700 AIPR (E) oowld)
LAY eI PPLOAT &CL 0T
AN ST o0kor hE PG
AANAM L NG T hAdhC 279-2C% 1
aw /it hNL PUIBeT WG
NLANT AL 007 PoomOF s7ANT
LTLPA::

h

9. 27094 5%t @437 DhordC

b/

0-+PPeL 019 [ WA TP,
arert LSCrE T PPLe o015
PAAIN ST 0-Azo- ATLACATo-
TEE NN ST aege S
FART AT ANT AQe- GCL 0T
oo At LTAA::

PANNIN ST AL AYTNC AP
NPl PoLFA0 Prae (FHLNSGT
PNTeRT ANF (RIS P Usdo
a4y PUINLST thove @ L9° DALY
Phao A NE LUPGTA:-

4/

5/

6/

An appeal shall lie form arbitral award to
the court that has an appellate jurisdiction
had the case been heard by regular Court
that has jurisdiction over the case. The
Memorandum of Appeal shall be filed
within 60 days from the date of delivery of
the arbitral award to the appellant.

The

Procedure Code with respect to appeal

relevant provisions of the Civil

from judgement shall be applicable to an

appeal that lies from arbitral award.

The Court to which an appeal is lodged
pursuant to Sub-Article (5) of this Article
shall have the power to suspend the arbitral
award for a period not exceeding 60 days
and to render appropriate decision on the
appeal in accordance with the Civil

Procedure Code.

50. Setting Aside an Arbitral Award

1/

2/

Notwithstanding any agreement to the
contrary, contracting parties may apply to
the court that has jurisdiction over the case
had the case not been submitted to
arbitration to have the arbitral award set
aside.

An application to have an arbitral award
set aside may be lodged on the following
grounds and the burden of proof of the
existence of the alleged ground rests with

the applicant:
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V) haodAWE AL 14.99751 QAo h

n)

h)

w)

aow /o PANN ST A9C9CTT

ALl PPN T A A
PAAD ATRVPYE
PANDA ST AYg°9°y-1:

MPPeT (Fovldmar w7 o©L9°
MACEL D oowll P
PAADG 44T PUT 0L LNLo-
PAL. RILUPTE

AlED APLOo QAN ST
NAGETPTF®-T AADADIN S5
V21 (€ “1nIodtf CATAMo-

Py APAL of9  (1Y1.L:
nchsr A0t hdanFAT
0.PNES

ST T\ S Y.L
10ATHE 1 T o7 o9

11 Fo-7 NP oAz PANM
A7 oL DTPPe 019
a AP (lovP(IN o0 OPTo-
avri:

PANMN ST o-Aza- P TAm0 T
5L DININ ST Qe
o7 (11e A7 ofd 1%o-
orame- AN o077 (1AL
@4z PAm DUy

PrN%m Aaw(i-dt AT (118
e, 221-C% T 0T PPL
[0l L SR PR T
APPE  DrLIMe-
AT o0z AL
oy o

wf9® Ny
Loy PLT
£AaL.L

20

TA0%

a)

b)

c)

d)

€)

f)

The applicant does not have the
capacity to conclude an arbitration
agreement as provided for in the law

in force;

The arbitration agreement becomes
null and void under the applicable law
chosen by the contracting parties or by
Ethiopian law or such agreement has

expired,;

The applicant shows that he has not
been given proper notice about the
appointment of arbitrators, arbitration
proceedings or has not been able to
present  his the

case  during

proceedings;

The arbitrators did not make the award
by maintaining their impartiality or
independence or have delivered the

award by receiving bribe;

The subject matter of the arbitral
award is beyond the scope of the
arbitration agreement or the award
rendered is beyond jurisdiction the

tribunal;

The process of establishment of the
tribunal and the procedure applicable
in the course of the proceedings
contradicts with agreement of the
contracting parties and has influenced

outcome of the award.
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I/ AkJdo- e2lPClo PIAMNN o-Ao- 3/ The application shall be submitted within
ARLT Qg LA NG 51 o-aP 30 days from the date of delivery of the
P RAVTF:E C 7 oA arbitral award to the applicant. However,
MATERS GCE (L hidoom (A4 an application to have the award set aside
AMEC  PbC RS 0Ly shall not be acceptable if it has been

enforced by Ethiopian court.
PA®-9°::

o/ GCe Ml eorhlAT R e 4/ The court may set aside the arbitral award
@ LFm7 OLLINT PANDIN ST if the following conditions exist:
@A77 ANC LTAAN:-

V) 09298 859k @0z eLANT a) The matter upon which the award is
188 (RACEe PININ S5 based is not arbitrable under the
1 aeweid (AN 8T Ethiopian arbitration law;
a0 PTLTAN AT

A) PAAIN ST 0007 hao-dG b) The recognition and enforcement of the
wAMT ©LI KISL.09° TIL L arbitral award creates problem on
Mhtll Ped: 700 e public morality, policy or national

security;
0P AL TUC PUULLAPC DY Y
- . 5/ The court to which an application to set the
&/ PG aAlkJ o PPL0AT SCL LT ) )
award aside may suspend the arbitral
AN ESo- AL @A AODOT &40 i i
) award for not exceeding 60 days in
CININ AFIE 0-GkeT NFThAldC accordance with the Civil Procedure Code
e CYt A oowdt hE P before a decision is made on the
AANAM L A2 A1BCT L5TAA:: application.

B anEd ooin% CPheT OReT 6/ The court may, by taking into account the
a?9°+  o0r A0 SCE 0k reason for the submission of the
oAz (lov-A. LI NhéA ALLA» application, refer the matter to the tribunal
ATV BC T PALL TOMH NavAm-T 1587 before of which the case was initially heard
awPavd e of P01 10% AovAdo- by suspending the award wholly or
CAN partially.

7/ eblNa- A APALTT 1T ARG 7/ Where the application is accepted and the

@Ak oo (lov-A. D04 PAAMA
5% oAk PO AIRAAD TEPCE
Pe LUSTAT P @Aem (héA
PP ATRUPT Pl PANIN ST
O3 ATROGT LbLAN::

award is set aside wholly, the arbitral
award shall be null and void. Where the
award is partly set aside, the part that is not

set aside shall remain valid.
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T/ (ewdC  hAEdo- AL (1$CE  O0F 8/ No appeal shall lie from the decision
eAm oAz L0 ALPCANTIC:: rendered by a court on the application.
h&h a5t SECTION EIGHT

RECOGNITION AND EXECUTION OF
ARBITRAL AWARD

PIAA A1t @437 ho-P§ DA TS

NATINL.AT°
98. P2AA 55T @A AATTNL.A9° 51. Execution of Arbitral Awards
b/ PHY  APPE APEA i we9e e 1/ Without prejudice to the provisions
€73 97, D RIAmd vy Articles 50 or 52 of this Proclamation, an

MAATe-209° Py Qo 0IC  P0m arbitral award rendered in Ethiopia or in a

PANDN STl 00 ANISE ATRUPY
THPC 142 NGCL 0T 0L T
GC87 ALNEO9° A“LTam &CL 0T
NP MFEThNhC £27-2CHT b7
owll PECL oA (1°7.4.09°0F
AT LAATIA::

foreign country shall be deemed to be
binding and shall be executed pursuant to
Civil Procedure Code by applying to a
court that is empowered to execute the

award had the case been heard by a court.

€/ AN AT oA NeCL LT 2/ Any party who seeks the execution of
ATLL.09°0NT U407 ®17 PAADNA arbitral award by a court shall submit the
ST A9P9RYETE Po-diar PG P arbitration agreement, the original award or

0L FRRAETE  PTLOIm Pardl an authenticated copy of the award.

A0 PPN LTCOT A

i/ hoe> VIC ARO-PT ©LI héQ09° 3/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) of this
0L AACKP Polaome PANIN STVrT Article, Arbitral awards brought into
@422 T LY ArPR 00 RrPR (§) Ethiopia for recognition or execution shall
P-lav AT A7l Amid Vi be authenticated by the relevant organ.

N°r.ovp- o A PHEIIM A&
awPloAl LTCUFPA::

o/ MY  ArPx 00 ATPR (B) 4/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) of this
LI AZeAmOP UTE PIADA Avrticle, where the award is rendered in a
83 @Ay AT 232 Whi.909° language different from the language of the
GCe Ok Pree B3R CFAP O executing court, the applicant shall produce

RwAWE  06CC (W Pod B3P a translation of these documents into the

language of the court.
ANVFCHT T1PeA LTCOIA:: guag
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[(NWCLE Y
B/ PUANTN STVl @A4n  RISLL09° 1/ An objection to the enforcement of arbitral

awPege e Fam- aly 1417 o-die-
A7%.0C A%Ce 0T Al PCn
&P PATFLLT NPT Y-

PAAIN ST @A ATSLE09°
a P 09° PorF d- nez.o-ra-r
07 01T ANF o-:-

V) C%7 ONTFoomeo- o177 AL
14970 MA@ h? oow ot
PANIA ST g9
AT1LL PULeATA ENGEE
LA ATV o LJ°
PANDN 57 Nnge gyl

a)

h)

ATLMOT (FPPET (-Fonldmo-
h oowlt @9 CTPPeT
At haa A e W9
aww/l P PALADG 4T PP
0L Lo PAL WIRPYE

Al hAdsNar- ST
NAE PEo-7  AADNDN  S7T1T
v.40: (1€ “103odf PCATOMar
w7 A.LAL 0L (1L
ncher A0 haooFEacy
0.eNEA4:

PANDN 8T 7.8

MATFI o7 WS 1113 To7
alPo- @Az  PAAM-  OWP7
oL’ WrPPe o19T wLaAf
NevdN @A APto- QP

award may only be made, where an

application made to the court previously to

have the award set aside has not been

dismissed.

2/ An objection to enforcement of arbitral

award may only be made on the following

grounds:

a) The person who objects to the

b)

enforcement was under legal capacity
pursuant to the law applicable to him
or if the arbitration agreement is null
and void under applicable law chosen
by the parties or, in the absence of

such agreement, under Ethiopian law.

The applicant shows that he has not
been given proper notice about the
appointment of the arbitrator or the
arbitral proceedings or has not been
able to present his case;

The arbitrators did not grant the award
by maintaining their impartiality and
independence or have delivered the

award by receiving bribe;
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70} )

w)

PANIN SVt o-Aso- PHAm0T
+4L NININ STV A9PIrE
o7 1Ae A7 0y H%o-
nrame- A7 o077 (148
A% POm A8

Pr0%@m hovw il WS (1LLE
el - ChT DFPPL

1T 0 oLy (LY
APE LMo IC  P01PE7
AT oOrm AL 10T PARL

oy

PAANN ST @-As@- Poognld
A% LLE AL PALLA MUY
Al 0 L9° oA PJ1L vy

i/ ece 0 erhtam- 900 av G4y

OLLINT  PIANIN ST @-Ae-7
ATNC LTAA:-

v)

a)

N20IN S5l 00z PLLOT
T8 LY APE  oowl
NIAIN ST oo PTILTA
A7

PAAIN  STFT 07 AP
aOmtT ®LI° R79.4.09° 1Ll
NchHN  9°6AF 7740 oL
0PJ AL TIUC CULLPC NPY::

o/ «CL (1 PIAAIN ST o-dro-
AW79.4.09° ®LI® KWISLLOP PRCEL
Qaaeol-l: PeE APLN L PHCE

qao4%a € POTS A7%.°e4CA -0MH
Nooamt 1147 A“1Ne1 P ANT
LA

3/

4/

d)

€)

The subject matter of the arbitral
award is beyond the scope of the
arbitration agreement or the award
rendered is beyond the jurisdiction of

the tribunal;

The process of establishment of the
tribunal and the procedure that has
been implemented in the course of the
proceedings contradicts with
agreement of the contracting parties or
the provisions of this Proclamation
and has impacted the outcome of the

award.

The arbitral award has not reached its

final stage or is reversed or suspended.

The court may set aside the arbitral award

if the following conditions exist:

b)

The matter upon which the award is
based is not arbitrable under this

Proclamation;

The recognition or enforcement of the
arbitral award create problem on
public morality, policy or national

security.

Upon request by the arbitral award creditor

for the enforcement or non enforcement of

the award,

the court may make an

adjournment to examine the matter by

ordering award debtor to produce sufficient

security.
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PANDN ST @A RIS LL.09°
PPLN AP AL NECEL 0T P1Am
@Az L90% ALPCANNTI°::

9. Qo< UI1C_ ATOm PIAIA 85T oA

b6/ Narspr

A0-PS QAgmhmt AT h4.909°

VIC  PHOAmMm  PAAIN ST
@A A T05P WLEPTFFo- 909° hdbs:
I PATALTE o S 21 o N (1o B (T PATAS B E
ow/ll Ao-PS AOdmo 0L9° 04097
LA

Yy  A7ex 00 RibA o (b)
e LY ATl Y (o-oF UIC
POm PAAIN ST 0Ar hAo-PG
ALAM@ @LI°  ALLO»  POUTA
nero-ract 7 et NF o-:-

V) PA7h  AAx7h aow /-

LALLT AT

ao(CY7

A)  CUININ ST oAse- 077205
PANIN ST NPT vl
0 L9° o-Azm CTAmOT UIC h?
N°24.PL2 aowlf  QANTRRow
0% M AT

) PrHame oA (AACXPe W2
aow (T A 4.09° 2976,
YA E

av) APPL @1FT PANIN ST
Aaog° L Al ao-)-|-
AN T ar ARV oL
NChs AL “MNEE T AT1P4A
AG ChcFao 19 PCO A0
Al oo PAINGTo-
AP

5/ No appeal shall lie from the decision
rendered by a court on the application of

non enforcement.

53. Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign

Arbitral Awards

1/ Where a foreign arbitral award falls under
International Treaties ratified by Ethiopia,
it may be recognized or enforced in

accordance with such treaties.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, a foreign arbitral award shall not
be recognized or enforced only on the

following grounds:

a) Where it is not based on reciprocity;

b) Where the arbitral award is based on

invalid arbitration agreement or
rendered by a tribunal which is not
established in accordance with the
law of the country in which such

award is rendered;

c) The arbitral award rendered cannot be
enforced in accordance with Ethiopian

law;

d) Where the parties have not had equal
rights in appointing the arbitrators or
had in presenting their evidence and
getting heard in the course of the

proceedings;

13098
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w) @Az ¢Am0T 1SLe (A ¢Re

h?  NAAIN ST AL
PYCTA AILUPTIAS

l) Po-Abm9°  WE.909° PhiN7
P®LNT 700G 013 PoLPL7
ATU Y

i/ (Y A7Px 100 ATPAR (B) AT ()
aw/l Py LN TQavhF
PPCND AboLolrt NGAE GCL 0T
LUGA::

hed Hn%
aa oCP

9. Adoe 2007 16CE AmE I T NALRED
[0 ok i 2

TPPL 01T 0LeET ALmMC PULTA7
Ao} oLI° e lé.mlmy
A0oo)00 T (16CP Aovgd-T NAV&

o LJI° 095 T w-g° NA ao 1 8
age ey 3 Fm- A1A A L0 LY
ageert ot P15 4o- N PPL

15T oni NI yo-::

Ing)

& NZvE oL Ot

8/ Raoo 007 10CP Aovendn N V-G
2 XA nge9e T LV7Tr 5L
Nwooplt AGCE 0T 0°7.4CN hn
AL NowEanlp LLE oo P 041
@ T PUUTFA AT FCL LT RSRT
0W1e; Pe2hahA LPGA::

e) Where the matter on which the award
is rendered is not arbitrable under

Ethiopian law;

f) Where the arbitral award contravenes

public policy, moral and security.

3/ An application for the enforcement of
arbitral award in accordance with Sub-
Acrticles (1) and (2) of this Article shall be
submitted to Federal High Court.

ECTION NINE

CONCILIATION

54. Dispute Resolution Through Conciliation
Adreement

Contracting parties may express thier agreement,
in writing or in any other means, to resolve future
or existing dispute through conciliation.This
agreement shall only be applicable between the

contracting parties.

55. Agreement made in Writing

1/ Written agreement made to resolve
dispute,as regards the subject matter of the
agreement,may be raised as a preliminary
objection in the suit brought to the court

and bar the court from hearing the case.
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8/

+4¢ PPLOAT SCL LT 1477 N10CP
Al TR A9 LU0
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2/ The court may hear the case brought where
it decides that the conciliation agreement is
of no effect, or the period for conciliation
stated in the agreement has been expired or
the court belives that there is no sufficient

ground to start the conciliation.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, written
conciliation agreement may not bar
contracting parties to request, a court that
has jurisdiction, an order of interim

measures.

56. Commencement of Conciliation

1/ The party who initiates conciliation shall
notify orally or in writing to the other party
his invitation to conciliate by identifying
the subject matter of conciliation and

determining the date of response.

2/ The conciliation  proceedings  shall
commence if the other party expresses his
acceptance within the period mentioned
under Sub-Article (1) of this Article.

3/ Where the other party does not respond
within 30 days from the date of receipt of
notification from the other party or upon
expiry of the date of response, the party
who initiate the conciliation may treat this
as a rejection of the invitation to conciliate
and shall notify the other party his

revocation of the invitation.
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57. Number of Conciliators
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1/ Unless the parties agree otherwise to have
two or more conciliators, the conciliation
shall

proceeding be guided by one

conciliator.

€ PANIC-E2T RPC hATL 1AL PUY 2/ Where the number of conciliators is more
KIVPT AN EEPE D6 av it than one, the conciliators shall act jointly.
LTCUTFPA::

9%, AdJ-&-€7 AAmAPP 58. Appointment of a Conciliator

aEPPL 01T PTAC Gt 1/ Unless the parties agree upon different
AIRSC AA-Tn e av- AoreC: procedures, they shall strive to agree on the
OAnS et AT AT T Ag number and identity of conciliators.
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2/ Contracting parties may request support
from an institution or an individual to
nominate a person suitable to act as a
conciliator or to directly designate a

conciliator.

3/ An institution or individual to whom a
request has been made for nominating or
appointing a conciliator in accordance with
Sub-Article (2) of this Article shall take
into  consideration the independence,

impartiality of the conciliators and, where

appropriate, whether the Citizenship of the
conciliator is different from that of the

contracting parties.
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4/ The conciliator shall, upon appointment or
at any time thereafter, disclose to
contracting parties without delay any
circumstances that may arise in the process
of conciliation as of the time of his
appointment and which he expects may
cause  reasonable doubt on his

independence and impartiality.

59. Submission of the Case to the Conciliator

1/ Upon appointment, the conciliator may
request the parties to notify him in writing
about the overall conditions and material
facts of the dispute under conciliation.
Each party shall provide the other party
with the copy of the supplementary
statement that he has submitted to the

conciliator.

2/ The conciliator may, in addition, request
the parties to submit in writing any facts
which strengthen the case with supporting

documents or any other evidence.

3/ The conciliator may request any
contracting party to submit to him any
additional evidence which he deems
appropriate at any stage of the conciliation

proceedings.

60. Conciliation not Bound by Other Laws

Without prejudice to the agreement of the
parties to the contrary, conciliation shall not be
bound to be governed by any other substantive

or procedural laws.
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61. The Role of the Conciliator

1/ The conciliator shall assist the contracting

parties to resolve their dispute by

maintaining  his  independence  and

impartiality.

2/ The conciliator shall, based on reasons and

principles of justice, shall take into
account the rights and duties of the parties,
the the

circumstances surrounding the dispute

customary  practice  and

including the long standing working or

business  relationship  between  the
contracting parties,
3/ The conciliator may conduct the

conciliation in a manner he considers
appropriate by taking into account the
interests of the contracting parties and the
need for speedy resolution of the dispute
including hearing oral statements about the

circumstances surrounding the case.

4/ The conciliator may, at any stage of the

conciliation proceedings, forward
proposals for conciliation. He shall not be
obliged to put his proposals in writing and

provide reasons thereof.

62. Request for Administrative Support

The contracting parties or the conciliator upon
obtaining the consent of the contracting parties

to facilitate the conciliation, may seek

administrative  support from a relevant

institution or individual.
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the Parties

1/ The conciliator may, when he finds it
necessary, communicate orally or in
writing with the contracting parties

together or with each of them separately.

2/ Unless there is an agreement made

between the contracting parties, the
conciliator shall, in consultation with the
parties and by taking into account the
circumstances surrounding the conciliation,

determine the place of meeting.

64. Disclosure of Evidence

1/ Unless it is found to be necessary for the
enforcement, the conciliation agreement

shall be kept confidential.

2/ The conciliator may disclose to a contracting
party the information that he has acquired

about the dispute from the other party.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the conciliator
shall not disclose the information if the
party who gave the information has

requested that it be kept confidential.

65. Co-operation of the Parties with the

Conciliator

The parties shall co-operate with the conciliator
in good faith, and shall, when requested by the
conciliator, provide documents and evidence

and attend meetings during discussion.
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66. Suggestions by the Contracting Parties for

Conciliation

Each party may, on its own initiative or upon
request by the conciliator, submit suggestions

for the settlement of the dispute.

67. Settlement Agreement

1/ Where the conciliator believes that there
exists a proposal for conciliation that may
be acceptable to the contracting parties, he
shall formulate the terms of conciliation
and submit them to the parties for their
observations. The conciliator may modify
the terms of the conciliation in line with

the observations of contracting parties.

2/ Where the parties agree to resolve the

dispute, they may draw up and sign a
The
requested by the

written  settlement  agreement.

conciliator may, if
contracting parties, draw up, or assist the
parties in drawing up, the settlement

agreement.

3/ Waiver of a right by a contracting party
under the settlement agreement shall only
have effective only when the the other
party states the existence of the right. The
capacity and form requirements shall be

observed for the transfer the waived right.

shall

settlement agreement and furnish a copy

4/ The conciliator authenticate the

thereof to each contracting party.
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68. Effect and Enforcement of Settlement
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Agreement

With regard to the subject matter of the
agreement between the contracting parties, the
settlement agreement shall be deemed to be
The
execution shall be made by the court that has

final and non appealable decision.

material jurisdiction and which is located at the
place where the settlement agreement is

reached.

69. Termination of Conciliation Proceedings

Conciliation proceedings shall be terminated

under the following conditions:

1/ Where the conciliator in consultation with
the parties declares that there is no need to

continue with the proceedings;

2/ Where the parties notify the conciliator in

writing that the conciliation is terminated;

3/ Where one of the parties notifies the other
party and the conciliator in writing that he

has terminated conciliation process; or

4/ Where the settlement agreement is made.

70. Resort to Court or Arbitral Proceedings

08713
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1/ Unless the conciliator, within the period
specified under the agreement or where
there is no specified time within 6 months
from of his appointment or unable to
perform the task or gave written

declaration of unable to conclude the

conciliation, the contracting parties shall

not resort to the court or arbitral tribunal.
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2/ Not withstanding the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, contracting
parties, with regard to their rights, may
resort to the court to request for the order
of interim measures. The request shall be
submitted to a court located at the place

settlement

where  the agreement is

underway and that have material

jurisdiction on the subject matter.

71. Objection of Settlement Agreement

1/ Objection shall not be raised, in relation to
the rights that are reached settlement
agreement on the ground of mistake
committed by the parties or by one of
them.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this
Acrticle, an objection to the execution of the
settlement agreement may only made
where the existence of the following
grounds is ascertained by the party who
objects the settlement agreement.

a) The settlement agreement is null and

void;

b) The settlement agreement lacks clarity;

c) The settlement agreement is contrary to
good conduct or violates public peace
and policy;

d) Contracting parties lacks capacity to

conclude the agreement.
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eI MATE  RILPT Al valid where the contracting parties aware
e FATav.  KILWY Q9P RILOG that the document is void or false.
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28 POCE QI W4 72. Interpretation of Settlement Agreement
OCP PALLANT A9°9% T a0 Oy Settlement agreement shall be interpreted in a
WAl TG KA : narrow manner.

@F. POCP 12T weh. AT hE P 73. Cost of Conciliation and Payment

& O-TPPL @15T 01841 PHAP Pori\ 1/ Unless the parties agree otherwise, no
ageeyt nda NOtPC A0 édo- payment shall be made to the conciliator
AOCE PoMo? e, AOdTLT QALY for his service except for reimbursement of
NNPC ARIADNE: Po2héam- NG P expenses incurred for the purpose of
ALTCI: s conciliation.

g/ POCE Y1&T ARLP ANJ ko POCP 2/ The conciliator shall, upon termination of
o, Neeo®? ATPPL 0157 NA3V-¢ the conciliation proceedings, determine the
AP LTCOIA:: cost incurred and notify the same to the

contracting parties.

/o any  ArexR 00 ATPARZ (8) 3/ The cost stated in Sub-Article (2) of this
¢tavpii-to- o6l goro-tact7 Atrticle shall include the following:
POl -

V) NhnSéda &S OTPPL 0157
4.9 anJg-é-to- amé-To-
PANCT PolhéA hee  AS

o6k, :

a) Payments made and costs incurred for
witnesses  summoned by  the
conciliator with the consent of the

conciliator and the contracting parties;



TFAED

% ST Ll 16T DM dC BE oo O KD T EOTE 9.7 Federal Negarit Gazette No. 21, 2™ April, 2021 .......... page 13109
a) (-+PPe 015 L b) Service charge for expert opinion or
NA0SCto: mPEr T (oo o advice provided by an expert upon the
AlAm oo PP ANEPLLT @Lye request of the conciliator with the
NG POLNLA PRIADNT NGP: consent of the contracting parties;
A4) LY  APE  owld AOme c) Payments made for services rendered
NIANCAT PoLhé.a NG L2 : in accordance with this Proclamation;
an) ANT NOCP 1.8 2C -2 et d) Other  expenses incurred, and
PAT 02T AG NELPT:: payments made, in connection with

the conciliation proceedings.

o/ (-+PPe 015 1 XA ¢-raf 4/ Unless the contracting parties agree
ageert na.a NOFPC: 0P T A otherwise, the costs and payments shall be
neee - FPPL 019 0.9¢- borne jointly by the parties. However,
LHLSA: UPSI°  omo  AhILEmF expenses related to one of the parties shall

be borne by that party.
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1/ Acting as arbitrator, attorney or agent in

any arbitration or judicial proceeding in

PERCL LT AL IAIA S5 0P matters related to the conciliation handled

g N5 m9°  CANIN ST oLy 2/ Appearing as a witness before any
PRCe 1o AL (1 PPL 019 arbitration or judicial proceeding for the
°ONC VST ool ehaha o contracting parties.
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N"NEEY T TPl R T-0-9°:- judicial proceedings:

. 1/ Suggestions or views forwarded by one of
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A725 o- 1TPPL o7 -Om
AN @9 VAAL:

the contracting parties with the intention of

settling a dispute;
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2/ An admission made by one of the
contracting parties in the course of

conciliation proceedings;

3/ A settlement proposal submitted by a
conciliator and the consent of one of the

party to such proposal.

76. Reimursment of Court Fee

1/ Where the contracting parties had
instituted a suit in a court and have
resolved their dispute through conciliation
by withdrawing their suit, the court fee
shall where appropriate be reimbursed to

them.

2/ The details for the implementation of the
provisions of Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall be provided for in a Regulation to be

issued by the Council of Ministers.

SECTION TEN

MISCELLENOUS PROVISIONS

77. Transitional Provisions

1/ Any arbitration agreement signed before
the coming into force of this Proclamation
shall be governed by the law that had been
in force before the effective date of this

Proclamation.

2/ Arbitral proceedings initiated before the
coming into force of this Proclamation or
cases of arbitration pending before courts,
ongoing proceedings and execution of
decisions shall be governed by the law in
force before the coming into force of this

Proclamation.
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3/ Contracting parties who have concluded
arbitration agreement or in the process
concluding an agreement before the

coming into force of this Proclamation may

agree to be governed by this Proclamation.

EE. 14970t AL T Lo T 78. Inapplicable Laws
&/ OATPAX FAEETE Anh FAFEZED Oa 1/ The provisions of Articles 3318 to 3324 of
OCP  CHLYTIT et dhlldhG W the Civil Code which deals about
L PT ARG NP FOULRERE A0h conciliation and the provisions Articles
FOLEPAE QA How@ 8%  e2411T 3325 to 3346 of the Civil Code which deals
0390 DF (Y APE A TEPA: : about arbitrator shall be repealed by this
Proclamation.
€/ Plovf 8% ¢lavplvlT G TdhllduC 2/ The provisions of the civil procedure code
2GR LTIV PTF hRTIPo from Avrticles 315 to 319,350,352,355-357
FPIE Adh Feib: Fed: Feie: Feis- and 461 which deals about arbitrator
FEIT ARG 0PEE (LY APE HLPA repealed by this Proclamation.
i/ V7T APE P91.947 “I19To-9° AA h 3/ Other law or customary practices that are

OLI° A“ISP AwiC (HY APPE o-OP
O-tevpticl: 1801 AL 499U
ALY L Tm9v::

inconsistent with this Proclamation shall
not be applicable with respect to matters

provided for in this Proclamation.

@b, 149Ut WA"LT T T 79. Applicable Laws

POCT @LI° PAAIN SHYT YLk The Provisions of the Civil Procedure Code that

ATNGOF P48 OLI° WYL IC may help the implementation of the conciliation

or arbitration proceedings or related to the

VI PATo- BVTT APE
eI e PLh  PEAANG GO proceedings and not contravene this Proclamation
P 0:3 27, - 4.9 shall be applicable.

LGP
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STAMR TEHAS T T

80. Power to Issue Requlations And Directive

1/ The Council

Regulations

of Ministers may issue
necessary for the

implementation of this Proclamation.

2/ Federal General Attorney may issue
Directive to implement this Proclamation
issued to

or the Regulation to be

implement this Proclamation.

81. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force from
the date of its publication in Federal Negarit

Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, on this 2™

Day of April 2021.

SAHELEWORK ZEWDE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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PROCLAMATION NO. 1249/2021

THE FEDERAL ADVOCACY SERVICE
LICENSING AND ADMINISTRATION
PROCI AMATION

WHEREAS, it is necessary to ensure
better protection of users of advocacy service;
provision of high quality and well organized
advocacy service; and raising the professional
standard of advocacy service is necessary to
promote rule of law and the right of access to

justice;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
system that is designed to advance the public
interest and prevalence of justice; a joint
administration that balances the respective
roles of the government and practitioners in
order to ensure advocacy services provided

with professional independence;

1.9¢F onm 7L, Hid
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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PP NN T +m P2 WHEREAS, it is necessary to lay down a
PN eyrs  LCEIP  PATST  fam-  PeNPG | system that directs and governs law firms

NN T RTLeTT POLeNTA PrNPE LCRT
Pl F7G  PUHLRLCOTT  ~CYT
N7704.4°r:

anliC )T

m0$F  (Hhdd e AmS  RTINYYT
ML hl.om- AS%0 KT P A 70-0A07
ATL09° VIC RPG AT 9090 APS PPhC 2T
IC COUFPORNTT 2CHT aolC T 770440

m$ T A20Fo-9° 1 (HLEE avihe
oI AT PPPFFer  eoean040-17:
ATL.09° Aot VAT AT 21-90NGT oy
22050501 ~C%T avllC )1 177046.07F:

0ePNPs  A1ANT
PLI 2T PNTGTS0 T
aw 2771 17704.07)¢

nnHS.C
& +hP

o0
~Co

NATPEE doféAT L9040 STAAR
M1 It WrPR UEB) oowld eerhtAo
Jar¥ A

haed W

mPAA £392.P9F

8. A®C Con

LU APP “Pbo Ll TNPT AIANNT G PL
ANNT AT ANTSEC APE PC BAEF9D
JEATE" -FNe A.mPh STAA::

which provide uninterrupted and institutionally
guaranteed advocacy service to users of

advocacy service;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
system whereby advocates undergo continuing
professional training intended to keep them
well informed of the latest developments in the
form of new laws, legal concepts, and relevant
local and international practices;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
system whereby advocates can, individually as
well as through their own associations, ensure
their rights and interests are respected, and
advance their

knowledge, expertise and

professional standards;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
mechanism by which complaints arising out of
the administration of advocacy services are

fairly entertained;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

Proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Title

This Proclamation can be cited as “Federal

Advocacy  Service Licensing  and

Administration Proclamation

N0.1249/2021”.
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g€ TCa72 2. Definition

ePa. AN AA CECE PULLOAMe: WAL Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

NOHPC Y APE @-0P:- Proclamation:

&/ ‘aP” T PN PPNPS  AMANNT 1/ “Advocate” means a person licensed to
Ao T (LY  APE  oowltl e provide private advocacy services
eramo: Ao AP7:E (Y APE Ado I pursuant to this Proclamation. For the
AL AFLYTIO- %477 (o5 UG WD purpose provided under Article 8 of this
aww il PPNPET  RIANNT G e Proclamation, foreign national Advocate
eOM@7 Am-9° CTJ A who is granted advocacy service license

pursuant to foreign law, is regarded as an
Advocate;

¢/ “PRG PPANPE ov-f AIAICT GIE” 2/ “Valid Advocacy License” means a
AT (MY APE Phavdil=T? aond.CAT license granted for the person who
AT Qo- PO GPE Yot fulfills the requirements specified under

this Proclamation;

i/ “eah0 A& 0T W78 PPAOPST ovo-p 3/ “Tax Clearance” means a certificate

NI T P PAm- Ao ATTo- . given, as an evidence of paying income
P0C  Adovhd.a- DPNC AL AhA tax, by a tax collecting authority to
P20 “INEE 10-E advocate license holder;

o/ ‘NPT ov-@ RIANWCT LCET "INl 4/ “Law Firm” means an organization

PrNPT  AIANT  AevOm T PERow established to provide advocacy service;
LCHT 1ot
& PLPNPT oo f RIANWCT TI0T P17 5/ “Advocacy Service” means any kind of
nee Nood(ln 0L o0Lé1  PULTh legal service provided by an advocate or
trHE 0Ly PPEEF PAVT  PPY a law firm for payment of a fee or in
ATV AOA of9° PANTP (Om0P expectation of direct or indirect future
0l MrNPs LCET .07 175 0-9° benefit, or pro bono, including the
Pl AIANCT AT PeLhAcTy following:
LmPAAN:-
V) h 180T AL 9°RC aodmit: a) providing consultation on legal
haotPA 180T aa), P80 issues;  conducting  negotiations
g except in criminal cases;

a) Conl  whe  OEL  @pede b) drafting legal documents or

LG pogo 1y 073 TPl submitting documents on behalf of a

client;
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7/

h) NGCE AT ANTSLEP 10%P5:
n&a e8I AMT 0ATe-
AhAl: (9AN ST 102
AT (AN ATk Pov-) T avqF
@@ 40T RTINET ohde aodlAl AT
an1d-NC

“@A0C” 0T (Y APE RiPx

aww/li PrRRav PRAFES Phofl-A

al$T I0C -2

i

“@PAL 020 HT “I0T MAPE &PC
BPAT/ENTE aow it PrRRavm- 4,L.0-A
mPAL 020 h? Yot

L/ “QA0EF 0T NPT ANANCT HPOL

b/

I/

Ao 102
“KWITTY At PPNPT  AIAINCT
Neyevp-t NP7 0Ly PrNPG

LCETT AT NS LT 0 NMST T WS-
0L NU-A-EP 017 NGe 0LI° hril7
oo PN 0L9° OLELT AovdOA 1770
AAr427  0°7200F5 179077 QAR5

ACA Pl m0P RN
PO PLCY @PY° oLl “VIE w90
Ao 1o-:

“CPNPT &7 ORITT RINTYE
@O TN NGCLE AT 1994970
LA 07°a0 M2 MANT P& Th
TR o LI° 0775 o-9° N%¢-
MISETT 071070 09 (10714
WISET 0L9° NPT AR7VE: 3L
0Ly WA Prdye  ANC
NowemC  PPNPT RIANT  L.A02F
P oLy NPT LCP:
AToom- 91847 AC ot

20

oL

c) representing a client and litigating
before courts of law; administrative
tribunal; quasi-judicial institutions;
arbitral bodies and other alternative

dispute resolution forums.

6/ “Association”
Federal

means the Ethiopian

Advocates’ Association
established pursuant to Article 57 of this
Proclamation;

7/ “Attorney General” means the Federal
Attorney General established pursuant to
Proclamation No. 943/2016;

8/ “Client” means a person who receives
advocacy services;

9/ “Intermediary” means any person who
introduces a potential client seeking

advocacy services or otherwise persuades

him to engage the services of an advocate
his

consideration of immediate or future

or law firm of choice, in
payment or commission from one or both

parties;

10/ “Providing Advocacy  Services
through an Intermediary” means a
practice by which an advocate or law
firm recruits clients through an
Intermediary, whether assigned for the
purpose or already working as such, who
establish

relationships, including

relationships  motivated by mutual
personal enrichment, with public officials
working in courts, prison administration
authorities, police stations, other justice
organs or any place to procure his or its

service;
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8/ “9R% PPNPT AIANCT 10T (NY
APE Ribx dib J0-0 WIPR () C
ATHENSG T PPNPT AIANNCT 4412
AT QAT AN AATFe- AT
Ateopll: A2T (AIOTE e e ol
L& nee (m0P oL 0rNPS
LCET P01 PPNPT RIANNCT Yot
T8/ “Coh? AL A& “I0T P @LI°
NPT LCHET ~C Neovr? (m(lP
A e924C0- POT7: Qoo AF 2T )
LANE T Al PTT ooAOTT RS
AXT A T w5 TIPS oL 9P
N7249° m0P7 LM O+ r-:

I/ “emld LS5 M4t (0P ogy°
PNPG  CCET  ~C o7 m0d7
PU LG  AmN P P AN EPT
Po7. 0000 -1, % nocirs

QA NF 2T LAVET T AMAS P
LI wANTT €CL 0T of9® (AA
Ph? G0+ QAo R 078 o7 F

oy ePCA: A?lavpn-Tm- hAhA
Pop.eLCN: Phh @@Y° PLIANY aon)
Py enhG T avpd P PY Pw-A%

AN TT7 AT AT AmFo- ool ln
LAVF@7 w12 holaeoibrto-  AhA
NooPIA AmNFo- £ 02CN O@- o2
‘@B ‘0t OmPAe 0PN h
PoUNIEG  PPNPS &P eraNTo-
m0EF AT PPNPT  LCEF ovea
alB P a0 QWC oo L9
Pawls R -k

To/

1%/ “Lo1-9°90C 770 "0t BT AG
PNPG LCEFT 9-9°00CT7 AdavAht
Y APR: aow/l-4 emTM L7 jm-:

11/ “Pro Bono Advocacy Service” means
an advocacy service provided by an
advocate or law firm at minimal or no
charge to persons listed under Article 31
Sub-Article (1) of this Proclamation as in
need of such services and to persons who

provided by other relevant laws;

12/ “Law-Clerk” means a person who
works for and assists an advocate or law
firm in drafting or editing statements of
claim, pleadings, applications, appeals,
statements of defense and other legal and

related documents;

13/ “Advocate’s Assistant” means a person

who, works for an advocate or a law
firm and provides advice; prepare legal
documents; present to the court or other
legal institutions signed statements of
claim, letters,

appeals, pleadings, or

statement of defense and  appeals
;deliver the same to such institutions; file
statement of claim or an appeal; collect
and deliver to the advocate or law firm
court summons, copies of decisions or
orders or other documents that are

intended to reach the advocate;

14/ “Register” means a book of records or
data base prepared and maintained by the
Attorney General containing full and up-
to-date record of all licensed advocates

and law firms;

15/ “Code of Conduct” means a code of
conduct to be issued pursuant to this
Proclamation governing the professional
ethics and conduct of advocates and law

firms;
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Ab/ ‘Ao 01 PTHEPC Qo L9 (1h?
POAm-7-1 ool ¢ TOAmw: AMA 1o-:

#¢/ Oy KPeE N7 2>
PAT7I° AJ PhlJA::

10 0m-

g ¢14.9721T o007

LU APE PPNPG GPL (FANTFo: Péafl-A
m0$F: PPrNPT  LCHEAT AT09° (WIC
o-0r 09704 ml$ T oLy
PPANPGT LCHEAT AL 14877 LUGTA::

fo->  U1C

16/ “Training” means a legal on job
training offered to advocates by the
Association or an Institution accredited
by the Association to offer such
trainings;

17/ “Institution” means an organization
which offers continuing professional
legal training;

18/ “Board”
Administration Board established under
Article 69 Sub-Article (1) of this

Proclamation;

means the Advocates’

19/ “Constitution” means the Constitution
of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia;

20/ “Region” means State recognized under
Article 47 of the Constitution of the

Democratic

Federal Republic  of

Ethiopia;
21/ “Person” means natural or juridical

person;

22/ In this Proclamation any expression in
the masculine gender includes the

feminine gender.

3. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall be applicable on
federal advocates and law firms licensed
under this Proclamation as well as foreign
national advocates or law firms working

within the country.
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020 ch?:

PART TWO

LICENSING, REGISTRATION AND

RENEWAL
SECTION ONE
LICENSIN
4. Principles of Advocacy License

1/ No person shall provide advocacy

services without having a license;
2/ Advocacy license shall not be given to a

person having a permanent job;

3/ A person who wishes to obtain an
advocacy license shall fulfill the
requirements  provided in  this

Proclamation;

4/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) of
this Article, no person shall be denied a
license on grounds of gender, religion,
language, ethnic or social background,
political persuasion, economic status,
origin, physical

disability or other

similar conditions.

5. Where License shall not be Necessary

The

advocacy services without the need for an

following persons may provide

advocacy license:

1/ Any person handling his own case;

2/ A person who represents, without charge,
his spouse, parent, child, grandparent,
sister, brother, the parent of his spouse,
a person to whom he is the designated
tutor or guardian;

3/ A Public prosecutor on cases related to

his job;
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4/ A person employed and assigned by a

business organization having legal
personality, a civil society organization,
public

organization, religious

institution, professional association,
international organization; or institution
established in accordance with the

relevant law;

5/ An official or head of a public enterprise
or a person bestowed with power of
attorney by such organs who litigate on
behalf of public office or public
enterprise; or

6/ Any leader or designated representative

of a labor union.

6. Requirements to obtain Advocacy License

1/ Any person who wishes to join the
profession may  obtain

by fulfilling the

advocacy
advocacy license

following requirements:

a) to be an Ethiopian national or a

foreign national of Ethiopian origin;

b) have a minimum of first degree in
law from a recognized Ethiopian

Higher Education Institution;

¢) able to present a statement from his
most recent employer indicating that,
in his last two years of employment,
he had not

measures for serious disciplinary

been subjected to

infractions and can produce proof of

good conduct; and
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d) meet the work experience required in
the legal profession and pass any
qualification examination that may
be necessary to obtain advocacy
license.

2/ Notwithstanding  Sub-Article (1)
Paragraph (b) of this Article, any person
who received his first degree in law from
a recognized Higher education institution
abroad may be granted advocacy license
provided he fulfills the criteria set out
under Article 12 Sub-Article (2), Article
13 Sub-Article (2) and Article 14 Sub-

Article (2) of this Proclamation;

3/ A person who fulfills the requirements
provided under Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall present his application for
advocacy license along with necessary

documents, to the Attorney General.

4/ The
examination referred to in Sub-Article
(1) paragraph (d) of this Article shall be

result of any qualification

valid only if it is presented within a year.

7. Grounds for Denial of a License
A person shall not get an advocacy license
if:

1/ He does not fulfill the requirements
provided under Article 6 Sub-Article (1)

of this Proclamation;
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2/ He is found gquilty of an offence

committed intentionally and has

relevance with professional misconduct

that is punishable with rigorous
imprisonment of three years and above
and has not been reinstated under the
appropriate law;

3/ He is interdicted by law or judicially

interdicted from engaging in the

provision of legal services.

8. Eoreign National Advocates and Law-
Eirms
1/ A foreign national advocate or law-firm

with valid advocacy license granted in a

foreign country may use his foreign

license to render advocacy service to
clients in Ethiopia under the following
conditions:

a) where the case involves the law of
the Country that issued the advocacy
license; and

b) only in partnership with an advocate

licensed under this

or law-firm

Proclamation.

2/ The grounds for denial of an advocacy
license under this Proclamation or the
imposition of disciplinary measures
shall also apply, as appropriate, to
advocacy service providers holding a

foreign license.
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b/ (HY APE aow/lsl PhLiéAN PPNPS
e Pe P0mm- NMPNPT I 19° 097,
0L @A oowl (ImPAaL 030 h?
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L)
~

AA\WE (1LY APE A7PA % 700
Ribx () oowl o474 oo
ari0 @ ¢G5+ oar PrNPT EPe
9°029%,  heitk M. PYlA@7 @-A%
amT haT::

) erNPT P QovAnF PALYTT MATT
PPNPT GPL 19009 helbor @A
aw /il (171477 mPAL 0PN,
Tav\hFo- AT LATTONT7
N7 e Chelbor @Ay Qod (11 ¢ oe-
5T o0r 03 hS AAAWE 0P
HA0QF::

o/ erNPT &FPL 19°097 holb (Y ATPR
00 RIPR (B) eowld @PE RTLAT
hoar (I& e 5T onr PPOPST
287 AhoARE (mPal 020 7
A oonm-t AalT::

&l PrNPST AT 2L NL0aT0 T LH
NeFe LAIC AL oombh PLANVTo-

yP0F HCHC  @PAe 090 w2
N9.eoMmw avavl P C,OATA::
i er0Pe G P e 19° .29, nol ko

NavpnFor o-LP W10 hawAWE
NavpnFo- @-LP wl VT Yol L,
Rt (1% eroe 5T o0 oy
AQCS T1PLA LTFAN::

9. Issuance of License

1/ An advocacy license, under this
Proclamation, shall be issued by the
Attorney General according to the
decision of the Advocacy License

Evaluation Committee;

2/ Advocacy License Evaluation Committee
shall give decision it deems appropriate
on an application no longer than 30 days
from the submission of a complete
application as provided under Article 6
Sub-Article (3) of this Proclamation;

3/ If an application is rejected, the Attorney
General, based on the decision of

Advocacy License Evaluation
Committee, shall notify the applicant in
writing the grounds for rejection within
10 working days of knowing the

decision of the Committee;

4/ If the Advocacy License Evaluation

Committee accepts an application
pursuant to sub-Article (1) of this
Acticle, it shall issue the license through
Attorney General to the applicant within

15 working days of the decision;

5/ The particulars to be mentioned on the

document evidencing the advocacy

license shall be determined by a
Directive to be issued by the Attorney
General;

6/ |If

Committee rejects an application, the

Advocacy License Evaluation
applicant, within 15 working days from
the day he is notified about the
rejection, may lodge complaints to the

Board;
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1o

PPA oo hA LRA70T AT ATINTGIE
ALLN P T A NP Ao-mF
A%l Pioe  TIEao9r PeNPS
NIAINT &2 Polama: m0P PoLhtao-7
P oopA (1&XhG LLIMNA:-
«hb Hé +7
9.9°  Phofl-\  PPNPT LPE
OPOA PUET m1-a0 70T RS 1T ADNC
AG ANNAC: AS TR ~2CYE TAdh avaht
eopfge  o4-9°90C  (ovo- 20 P71 AT
03P+ Qooniot P9onVTor LNETET
PP 1 N90PLO- AN ANDNC:
0rhene?F G hoo @ QARLVE  DIC
Neo00F AG (MeohQ(1C AGL AT: QA7
AP AT Tacd A POALYT 007
AN A“1L:4 PN A1AV»

. PPNPS &I L 9L 1T

NPT GP L 9L -

8/ PhofloN wEawi P  LLE GCL (T
PPNPGT GPL:

8/ Pédofil-t\ “IGTF@-9° @CL 0T PPNPT
P WG

i/ Ploflt\ AR PAPT GFPL:
STFaw-::

7/ A party aggrieved by the decision of the
Board may appeal to the Federal First
Instance Court within 30 days of

receiving copy of the decision.

10. Administration of Oath
Without prejudice to reasonable adjustments
that may be made in order to accommodate
the religious beliefs of the person taking an
oath, any person to be issued with an
advocacy license shall take the following

oath in writing:

Il O ,in receiving this
Federal Advocacy  License  on
[ 1] day of 20....,do swear and

solemnly affirm that | shall observe and
ensure the observance of the Constitution
and the laws of the land; to serve the
objectives of the justice system by
discharging my duties with honesty and
integrity and protect the interests of my
clients according to law; to work with my
colleagues and opposing parties in a spirit of
understanding and mutual respect and
contribute my share, to the fullest extent of
my knowledge and ability, for the

realization of rule of law.”

11. Types of Advocacy License
The types of advocacy license are:

1/ The Federal First Instance Court

Advocacy License;

2/ All Federal Courts Advocacy License;
and

3/ The Federal Special Advocacy License.
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T8, PLfi PamPavi@ LL% &CL O+ 095 | 120 The Federal First Instance Court
X4 Advocacy License

&/ iy 0I5 CFHANSTT oondCAT 2714 1/ Any Ethiopian citizen or foreign national

YEDI KRR LP 0L FoAL of Ethiopian origin who fulfills the

ATCXPCP  PlalliN PavPavlP LLE following requirements shall be granted

SCe LT PPNPS €28 LAMPA:- the Federal First Instance Court

Advocacy License:-

V) AP hao- PAPRE  heE a) has graduated with a first degree in

FVCT AR (ih) PaoBanl e law from a recognized Ethiopian

8¢ Plavldd AG (b ovp Higher Education Institution and has

eI 0N Gavils  Parde DIRLE a minimum of three years of

0L Nh? VLT Otonldd KS
(h? oo @ A0t Qoo P

professional experience in the field
of law; or has graduated with

diploma in law and has a minimum

AL PAm-:
of five years of professional
experience in the field of law;

A)  ARLEw PUl.0ma7 CPNPST &L b) has passed the entrance qualification
ap)(. P 415 Phd.: examination set for the particular

type of advocacy license;

d)  AeoelA A L0 hindndr c) produces evidence, from his
ddge eCEeET hadbe0t L 04T immediate past employer, that
WAF VAT G+ o0t 00h0e certifies that he had not been
SOTAT P4l PATPM: AG subjected to grave disciplinary

measures for violation of serious

misconduct in the two years prior to

departure; and

av) aop\hg® -9°N0C LA NAooU T d) Produce a certificate of good conduct
L1, TPl COUTA from his immediate past employer.
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€/ Y A7+Z 700 AIPR (B) LRA-T¢

(V) ~C eradlrlo \.TCI QA TEXP
ha he s Ve TR (R
PavPavs e 46 LA TiIFo-9 O
NAA¢%Pe o0t (? oo ALINT
gt AN ARG AXT (LY ATPR
700 ATPR (8) tevahrl: oofd.CATT
PO NPT Péoll-\ PonBavl @ L5
GCL 0T 98 AAmar LTAN::

m-6h),

IF. Plull-d TISTa-9° &CE VT PNPT &L

&/ iy O eTHLNG T avhd.CAoT e7A
MIF09  AACECPT 0L ToAL
AACELP  Phlit  “ITTo9® &CE
LT PPNPT GPL LAMPA:-

V) AP hao-  CAPRE  heF
TUCT ke 0w TPUCT
PawEavs e 890 PAM AT (1h7

oo- ¢ (.70 PAI° NI Yool AYPL:
LAm-:

A) A7L ANLALYE ALLE® PULOAM®-T
PPNPG GPE P LG PAL:

Ad) Aemld . LA Wit
k90 LCEAT haPPOT L 04T
AT vt oo one (0h0e:
LOTANT7 o PATPN: ARG

av) aop\QY° -9 0C PAm- QAP
LI, TIPLA POLTA

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Acrticle (1) paragraph (a) of this Article,
a Federal First Instance Court Advocacy
License may be granted to a person who
graduated with first degree in law from
a recognized foreign Higher Education
Institution and has a minimum of five
years of professional experience in the
field of law in Ethiopia and fulfills the
other requirements listed under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article.
13. All Federal Courts Advocacy License
1/ Any Ethiopian citizen or a foreign
national of Ethiopian origin who fulfills
the following requirements shall be
granted the All Federal Courts
Advocacy License:

a) has graduated with first degree in
law from a recognized Ethiopian
Higher Education Institution and has
a minimum of five years of
professional experience in the field

of law;

b) as may be necessary, has passed the

entrance qualification examination

set for the particular  type of
advocacy license;
c) produces evidence, from his

immediate past employer, that
certifies he had not been subjected to
disciplinary measures for violation
of serious misconduct in the two
years prior to departure; and

d) Produce a certificate of good conduct

from his immediate past employer.
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(Y RI1P&x 700 A7 PR (B) &LRA-T¢-
(V) »~#C erevplrte: WL.TC& QA5
ok, a4 Ao-PS hao- WS T9PUCT
+R9° (h? PovPovs e 5716 Pho-
P1E 09 Ao MAACRL 00T (KD
oo AQNOT Yoo 1AM AT AN
Y KrPx 700 A7PR (8)
Plaoalrl:  ooQ4.CHT7 0920704 hoy
Péofl-N TITTO9° &CL LT CPNPG
SPe AAmo LTAA::

pad &

18, Phofi-A AR PPNPT I &
8 Cbofleth AL CPNPT FIL:-

V) ChlleTa? AmFAL ool AT
PPye  ATNNC 012 ANANT
A“20r Qo oL9° LCT: me9°

A) AP AMLATo- CHNLTONN DGA-T
Ph? L9688  RIANT  Aldar
a5 FuC Tt RV
TI9VCT AT AT P avdPuiT
AOT LTAA::

D09 (Y RTPR T00 RTPAR (b)

LEA-TC (V) oWl Phfl-N AR
PrNPT «PC TNVT T P40 Oo-
PoL a7 o\ .CAT AT

LTCOTAN:-

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Acrticle (1) paragraph (a) of this Article,
All Federal Courts Advocacy License
may be granted to a person who
graduated with a first degree in law
from a

recognized foreign higher

education institution if he has a
minimum of seven years of professional
in the field of
fulfills  the
requirements listed under Sub-Article

(1) of this Article.

experience law in

Ethiopia and other

14. The Federal Special Advocacy License
1/ The Federal Special Advocacy License

may be granted to:

a) a person or organization that provides
pro bono advocacy services to
protect the public interest and rights;
or

b) law instructors and law Schools of
Higher Education Institutions who
provide pro bono advocacy services
to individuals and sections of society
who lack financial means to pay for

such service.

2/ Any person who wishes to obtain the

Federal Special Advocacy License
under Sub-Article (1) paragraph (a) of
this Article shall fulfill the following

requirements:
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V) Ao-PS 017 0eAF eTH9CuCT hRye
h?? PawBavlf 896 LA WS
lov-P@- (.70 & Yool 10104
o LI Ao-PS 7 ne-rg
PTIVCT AR (h? PavBanl @
L9 LA AS Nov-fo- (.30 &
Qoo 1010 Qdov-f CAm- -+R9°
weI° CCPT:

A) herohdo- Ph0lTAN DEA of9”
LT e e PLPNA: AG

d) avphge 900 C PA@- oo
o040 TINGE helovphTo-
ANA 29PLAN PULTA

NIED9° ChofleA CPANPT GP L PAD
Ao AL PPNPT 2L APLNLAID PAR
PNPGT AIANWT oonmt LTAA: 1IC
Vr LUT  AIANCT heodml: (14T
amPAL 020 w7 XIS 0P
AQNT::

0/ Phofl-A AL PPNPT &I L O TOAMma Oa-

oLy LCPA PPNPST AMANNTET AOT
LVU7 APE AG PP ,04-9°0C L7307
N-+hta oo opd.d9° haOT::

a) has a first degree in law from a

recognized Higher Education
Institution and a minimum of five
years of professional experience in
the field of law; or institution or
organization who have a lawyer
graduated with first degree in law
from a recognized Ethiopian Higher
Education Institution and has a

minimum  of five years of
professional experience in the field
of law;

b) does not receive payment from his
client or section of the society he
represents; and

¢) produce a certificate of good conduct

from the concerned body.

3/ Any federal advocacy license holder may
render special advocacy service without
issuing Special Advocacy License;

However, before rendering the service

the advocate shall inform in writing the

Attorney General;

4/ Any person or organization who is
granted the Federal Special Advocacy
License, in the discharge of his or its

shall this

Proclamation and the Advocates’ Code

of Conduct.

duties, comply  with
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Y APE A7PA 8 700 WIPR (B) »~C
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WiPx (8) AL PlrmeaoT WA P
@PYCrl oo Py g PP ALNLAN0-
PPNPT &FL ANMmo: LTAA::
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Y RrPx 700 ATPR (B) oowlel
Pch?  FVCT O oogtyC PPAOPS
SPe AT%.0mae A LaodR T PPNPT
Ml PTIC MOTTIC LRkT
PLATHEA QAP (1w T9PUCT
Mk PFAm T8, T1PLAN AAOT:

. Qf PAPG ov-f oI LG

&/ Y APE RiPA % 700 R (B) »C

CELYTETT PO VI o9 NPNPG
NIAWT  avOTe T PUL6.07
PrANPG ov- @ ow\.f 4G awaf:
LTCOT AN

Om-

Y A7P& 700 Rrba (b) eTL1ro-
WLSCIP» Oh? PavBavif 56 TCET
NAACRe 0221 he s e 1T9°vCT
TR 00r (A2 ov9°VCr Tt AN
Gaol- LN : 087F T 1020, w1l
Moo’ 70T avpo6 @ LT @L9° Naw7 Nt
AT CCPE 0T 0K A TerT
0L9° (h? QAov-P9 1 ©L9° 071
LT .71 AACNT Yoo PN
05+ S5 OmNd oe9® PN0Ps

15. Advocacy License Granted to Law
School instructors

1/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Article
4 Sub-Article (2) of this Proclamation,
an Ethiopian or a foreign national of
Ethiopian origin who teaches law in law
schools of higher education institutions
and fulfills the requirements of Article
12 Sub-Article (1) or Article 13 Sub-
Article (1) may be granted an Advocacy
License without having to resign from

his teaching post;

2/ A law school instructor who requests for
grant of an advocacy license pursuant to
Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall
submit an assurance issued by the law
school his advocacy service does not

affect the teaching learning process.
16. Advocacy Entrance Examination

1/ Any person who meets the requirements
of Article 6 Sub-Article (1) of this
Proclamation and wishes to engage in
the provision of advocacy services shall
take the qualification examination for

advocacy services;

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, an Ethiopian
or a foreign national of Ethiopian
origin with first degree in law and
served as a law instructor for a
minimum of seven years in an Ethiopian
Higher Education Institution; or as a
judge, public prosecutor, as a legal
advisor or legal professional or as an

attorney in public services or public
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LCPl Ph?? FSL AT oL9 enterprises for a minimum of five years;
eanlP ST RTA0° NANLA or as assistant judge, as advocates’
DUNLAN  LCET: NeTNT T TR assistant or law clerk in a law firm or
n%ay° hda CCBAT: nr9e: with an advocate, as well as a legal
CCOATG AT FPbay 0eh? advisor or as a professional in the field
AN @f9° (1K Odov- % me9° of law or as an attorney in civil
191-2.05% T (.e7%0 A0+ Gov P01 societies, religious institutions,
RIPEPP @LI°  To-AL ACHeP international ~ organizations, business
memd Mabd ORTE Gom 1L o0 organizations and in other institutions
PPNPG GP e MavpAhF ePLN RILPY for a minimum of seven years shall be
ePNPS G 0 CALAG Admar granted advocacy license without
ean: having to take the advocacy

examination if he applies within one
year of leaving his post;

i/ w ArPER 00 RTPAR (B) Ae 3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
T2 LGCYI° NboBlA\ PavPavl @ Avrticle (2) of this Article, an advocate
LlE  PNPS @PL  ARPNT  Govt with first degree in law and who served
£I01A AT (1h? CovBaonlf 5.6 Phar as a Federal First Instance Court
AP PPNPS AIANNT Ty Advocate for five years, may be granted
ACATm PLLLA TITTEDI® GCL 0T the All Federal Courts Advocacy
CPNPG 6P 0 COLAG Adma- License without having to take the
CFAN: advocacy qualification examination

leaving his advocacy service;

o/ mPAL 020 1 CPNPGT G 19°09Y, 4/ The Attorney General shall issue an

Advocacy License to the person who is
allowed to take the license by the
Evaluation

Advocacy License

Committee.
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70:0 A%A v-At SECTION TWO
HI) AT ALAT REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL
1Z. °n1q 17. Registration
&/ mPAL 020 a7 PPNPT EPLE 1/ The Attorney General shall maintain a
AN TFe7 a0$ T AT PPNPS state-of-the-art  that  contains  full
CCOAT  ovp. avlE HowGP (W information about register of advocates

L)
~

I~
=

a1 avav )l KA ::

N9° 110 »C%: o-ar PeLht-1: HCHC
PO mPAl 020 A7 0°L0MNw-
aoavnd, @ CONTA::

mPae 020 H? (LY AIPR 100
RI1P&x (b)) oowll RS0 Caool10VTFa-7
m$T AT PPNPT  LCHEALT  po9o
HCHC 0PN wé A4 doP
LTCNI A

mPAe  0F0 w7 CPNPT  GP
AN TFe-7  a0$ T AT PPNPS
LCHEAT oolE ATINLAN TR

KT (IHAeP a1 L4 PRCIA::

. P oL PNPST &CPFT IC HA“LNE

[\ Padi

b/

Mo 0P 0L PPNPT CCET
Ph? 5L Addb: Calld LS oLy
AT Al PULLNLAT WP
awPmC PUUTN A7 CPNPT LCPET

nmy  htaedet w14
md APPC LTAA::

Y RI1Px 700 Rr1PX (b)) aowlqT
PPC  CéAw mNP oL  PPANPT

ECEA Pré OTédadoe (0T oé1 L
o-AT aAmPAL 0PN A7 Modt WG
Yoo 01N AAT::

and law firms that have been granted
advocacy licenses;

2/ The particulars required in the
registration process shall be determined
by a Directive to be issued by the
Attorney General;

3/ The Attorney General shall notify the
Association, every three months, the list
of newly licensed and registered

advocates and law firms pursuant to

Sub-Article (1) of this Article;

shall

information,

4/ The Attorney General make

accessible  the about
licensed advocates and law firms, to the

society in different ways.

18. Persons who work with Advocates or

Law Firms

1/ Any advocate or law firm may employ
law clerks, advocates’ assistants, or

other support staff necessary for its

work; a law firm may also employ

advocates;

2/ An Advocate or law firm that has
employed pursuant to Sub-Article (1)
of this Article shall, within two months
of the execution of the employment
contract, notify the Attorney General of
the said employment and have them

registered therein;
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V) PPNPT  &FG.  PILT ol
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A)  Nov- hao il C+4P7 G-

d) ool 0l 0S.0TAT7 PET
1047 (o

an)  1-geC OC (HPCPH @7EA
Tha ¢1PM AT PaTONPaw] (-

w) oy ol PO Q@ @ L9

L) P TUCT oL (K ov-p

i AL PAADTT Q-

I8, MAEPE ALAT

s/

PrNPs ¢PL (P%ond: P8 ATt
her e L0 Povenld 7 LI°C OATE:
oC L oA ao3L20 AANT::

Mo 0P oLy PeNPT LCET
Ly  AW3P& 300 AR (B) AL
O ramddo L0 o0r 957 4eALN
el
mPAag
aow o PULMANTT 1IN PO heae
PG LT LANTA::

n.+ram- A7¢ oC 2,0 oQ0r
020 h? (27PN avavl @

3/ No advocate or law firm may employ
the following persons as law clerks or
advocates’ assistants:

a) a person whose advocacy license has

been suspended or revoked:;

b) a person whose name has been
struck off from the Advocates’
Register;

c) a person dismissed from his

previous position for disciplinary

misconduct;

d) a person who was convicted and
punished for an offence related to
professional misconduct and not

reinstated,
e) a person who has permanent job; or
f) a person without training in law or
lacking experience in the field of
law.

19. Renewal of L icense
1/ An advocacy license shall be renewed

every year within a month of its last

validity date;

2/ Any advocate or firm that fails to renew
his or its license within the period
provided in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, upon payment of fine the

amount of which shall be determined by

a Directive to be issued by the Attorney

General, may renew his or its license

within the following one month;
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I/ Onw ATP& 700 A7dA () 0L 1Me- 3/ An advocate or Law firm that proves he

P 1201 o0r mlPo- oLy PrNPT or it has not renewed the license within
CCe-k 2877 eAALON®m hhd9® NAL the period prescribed under Sub-Article
Wy 9°N3e1+ ooy 99040 hATYF (2) of this Article due to force majeure,
weE PN mPaL 0PN h2 may renew the license having paid the
N7 M@ avavl P aow il CoLaANT fine determined by the Directive to be
eI P hede AbDe A7L oC b issued by the Attorney General.
-0 PpNPG PG A LAt
LTAN::

i o ol oL PPNPs LCET 4/ Any advocate or law firm that has not
MY AIPE oowll €287 PAGLA renewed his or its license according to
ATEPY PAATAT O LPCAONIA:: this Article, shall be charged for

disciplinary misconduct.
£ G2 A™MALN PoIPCH "INLEPT- 20. Documents Necessary for Renewal of

775 w-9°
erNPs

mNd
Py

LR
A o B

oLy PPNPT
AT7AL0N

YALEPT PN LTCOI A -

&8/ PWNC NALTIN TINEE:

&/

K/

(MY APE RitZ @ 700 RiPX (9)
aow ot A5 8 ?eh? ~Ams
o-rélavpt mld A0HPC mldo-
Y APE CtPaovmae-7 CrAmMT 18
G PRT CULIAR TINEE:

AmOST  INC  ovhédn COLO0POTT
PAOAYT oo Pe™ avid.AT PU1LLIT
704 Por.0 “INCE:

0/ A&%m- D¢ Govt 1AL PP MY IR

awr ems AR LrNPT  RIANT
AaoOm- P92 PATA PG Ui AL £A
AAPr COUIAKR “INEE:E RS

License
Any advocate or law firm shall present the
following evidences to renew his/its

license:

1/ Tax clearance certificate;

2/ With the exception of the advocate

whose  mandatory  training  was
rescheduled pursuant to Article 30 Sub-
Article (4) of this
evidence showing that the advocates

the

Proclamation,

completed mandatory  training
prescribed by this Proclamation;

3/ Evidence given by the Association which

that the

his

membership contribution;

has

paying

certifies advocate

discharged duty of
4/ Evidence from a health institution, for
those advocates above 70 years old,
which certifies that the advocate is fit
and in good health condition to provide

advocacy service; and
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5/ Evidence showing that the Advocate
discharged his duty of providing pro

bono service expected of him in a year.

21. Returning License
1/ Any Advocate shall return his advocacy

license to the Attorney General for the

following reasons:

a) when he permanently engaged in jobs
other than advocacy service;

b) when he is unable to render advocacy
service;

c) when he decides to terminate

providing advocacy service.

2/ When an advocate applies to return his
license pursuant to Sub-Article (1) of
this Article, the Attorney General shall
immediately receive the license of

advocacy Service. However, it is only

when the advocate produces tax
clearance certificate, the evidence of
termination of advocacy service shall be

provided to him.

3/ An advocate who returned his advocacy
license pursuant to Sub-Article (1) of
this Article may get his license back if
he wants to resume Advocacy service;
however, an advocate who dissociated
himself from advocacy service for more
than two years can get back his license
only when he passes the entrance exam

set for his class of license.
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PART THREE

ADVOCATES’ PROFESSIONAL DUTY

SECTION ONE
GENERAL DUTY OF ADVOCATES

22. Obligations Related with Advocacy

Service
Every advocate or law firm:

1/ Has the duty to show his/its advocacy
license when requested by his Client,

the Court or any appropriate body;

2/ He or it is never allowed to give his or
its license for others to make use of it or

get benefit out of it.

23. Contract of Advocacy Service and
Rel ligation

1/ Any advocate or law firm is obliged to
make, in writing, the advocacy service
contract which he or it makes with his
client except legal advice given for a
short period of time; the Association
shall
would be included in the contract of

determine by Directive what

advocacy service;

2/ The contract of the advocacy service
shall include the total amount of fee the
client pays to the advocate or law firm,
computation and time of payment and

the extent of the service to be provided;
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3/ Every advocate or law firm has the
following obligations:
a) To have an office where he/it

provides the advocacy service;

b) To perform the service without using
intermediary;

¢) Not to terminate the advocacy
service contract without good cause
and not to demand more payment
than the one agreed upon on the

contract of service.

4/ Notwithstanding the
paragraph (a) of Sub-Article (3) of this

provision of

Acrtilcle, the license issuing authority
shall not require office to grant the

advocate license.

24. Honesty and Lovalty to Justice

1/ Any advocate or law firm has the
obligations to perform his or its
advocacy service honestly and in a

manner that ensures loyalty to justice;

2/ Without

provision provided under Sub-Article

prejudice to the general
(1) of this Article, any advocate or law
firm has the duty, not to unduly delay
cases without good cause; not to
organize false witnesses; not to produce
false evidence or cause such evidence to
be produced; appear before the court
duly prepared and make competent
arguments; reject cases which have no
cause of action and legal basis; keep the
confidentiality =~ of  his client’s
information and respect other similar

codes of conduct;



www.abyssinialaw.com

TFNEFD o e JER . 13504
PR N (X4 LBl 126 DM RPC W€ hIPA KD P77 ENIF 990 Federal Negarit Gazette No. 42 5" August, 2021 ...page

Yy
byl

Y
10

i/ ANT oA DN 29-9°0C  IC
L el L3 PT Nmdae 00 h:
ancs ofL9® 0104 VAN hooren s

OmPAe 020 hw2? OA  AHI B
02.0-+CF 9°he L+ 0%0m  £70
ClL.mA7 LPGTA::
70:0 heA AT
Ch? 20m5 Pooo-0& 78,3
. 947
P ~AMS %477 wl$T Pov-g

3L To7 Ao PoLeATA oPIP
Aot 1S vl PNert  RTS CTo-
TN Yo

NA €h? 20mS

b/ MTiITo9 mlP 0N%evt o0r (1£9°4
N&Ao Anh @ A% T P?2LLCNA Ph? »»AmS
Cava-O L 2L, halll::

€/ P AmSo- O-FnI3L of9° (N.Lo-
Gavt o-O0T (-FALP L AONT STAA::

/(W #AmS 0oL08 Crrams NCET T
eoams  LWhao7  CHood: hnPAg
CroAms AQAMP ooCY-1IC: CAmT
Nee AT AXNT hoAmG IC PPN
+ECTT (roodb 104
avavl @ LONTA::

N7 e oMm-

3/ Other similar codes of conduct related

with advocates’ conduct that are
initiated by the Attorney General, Board
or Association, are prepared by the
Attorney General and determined by a
Regulation to be issued by the Council

of Ministers.

SECTION TWO

THE OBLIGATION TO TAKE L EGAL

TRAINING
25. Objective
The purpose of legal training is to enable
Advocates acquire up-to-date knowledge
their

and excellence to discharge

professional responsibility.

26. Training on the Subject of Law

1/ Any advocate has the duty to take training
on the subject of law on aggregate from

24 up to 30 hours in a given year;

2/ The training on the subject of law may be
offered in continuity or in different

cycles within that year;

3/ The subjects to be covered by the
training, the duration of the training,
general training program procedures,
training fee and other issues related with
training shall be determined by the
Directive to be issued by the

Association.
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27. Accredited Institutions

1/ Training shall be offered by an institution
accredited by the Association;

2/ The Association may give accreditation
for the law firms in order to give
training for the advocates under their

control;

3/ The Association has to approve, in
advance, the type of training courses
before giving accreditation to the law
firm or an institution; however,
approved subjects for training may in
the future be amended, suspended, or
cancelled by the Association;

4/ The procedures and requirements under
which institutions that offer legal

shall  be

determined by a Directive to be issued

training are accredited

by the Association.

28. Duty to Report

1/ The training institution has the duty to
report to the Association about the
trainees within one month of the
commencement of the training program
for those who are already under active
training program and from the
completion of the training for those who
have completed their training;

2/ Any Advocate who is unable, for good
cause, to take his training on the
program set by the association shall

notify in writing this to the association.



IFNERE

bofle\ 12T IHM RPC FE hIPO AP P77 EOTE 990

www.abyssinialaw.com

. " 13506
Federal Negarit Gazette No. 42 5" August, 2021 ...page

1S

. Pah? PAMS AAovh 1A

o/ w9 0P (HY 700 EA
Plbaonmt? Ph? ~AMG VLI P

474 PPL ATRVYY  T104 LV
amPae 020 h? MZLE TP
AOT:

g mPAL 020, 4w hthIIe CroAms

28,3 Teen  eald R eT
PrrAMT 1807 A0l LPRE
LAV (P 10 CL.0TA7 no
AeeOCT0T LTAN::

20

Ch? 220mG 28,37 OWA7ILHI°

&/ o9 0P AR 70T 104
NN ¢Ams LI 00T C22AMT
2837 oo hAFA
~AmGo7 704 QoMo L1 00T
oL NAAFAS  CrAmS  Lhha-
ATLGNPAT 04 hPlo- PAMST

mFw-

L QAZe oC (41T P91 a“?7704-
N9aoin0F AP hANT::

g/ mPo- MG Lo AT
Py ePCNm- T av\nF ~OmS o7

a0l RISLTHN PRLIMT I°NT L1
PAMGTO7 A0l PRLIDTT PloT:
AG  ONPme  oES (97 AN
AR ONE PADT APL PULIAR oolF
A0T:

29. Eailure to take Training

1/ If any advocate fails to comply with the
training obligations provided in this
Section, the Association shall notify this

fact, in writing, to the Attorney General;

2/ The Attorney General may charge, for
the violation of disciplinary rules, an
advocate who, without good cause, is
not

willing to comply with his

mandatory training program.

30. Extension of the Peri f Man

Training

1/ If any advocate, for good cause, is unable
to take the training within the period
scheduled by the Association, he has to
notify this, a month in advance, by a
written application to the Association
along with his request for the extension

of time;

2/ The application which the advocate
submits shall specify the reasons why
he was not able to take the training in
due time, the effort he made to take the
training and his plan as to when and
how he would take the training in the

future;
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3/ If the Association, after considering the

application mentioned under Sub-
Article (2) of this Article, found the
reasons convincing, then it can

reschedule the program based on the
advocate’s request or, as it may deem
necessary, anytime within the given
year. If the Association accepts the
request, it shall notify the advocate in
writing the extension it has made or the

rejection of the request within 15 days;

4/ If it is not possible for the advocate to
take the training in that same year for
reasons beyond his control which is
supported by evidence and such reasons
have convinced the Association, then
the Association may reschedule the
training period for the advocate to take
the training in the following year in
addition to the training he is expected to

take in that same year.
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SECTION THREE

THE OBLIGATI
BONO ADVOCACY SERVICE

31. Th ligation _to Provi

Advocacy Service

N TO PROVIDE PR

Pro Bon

1/ Every advocate who practices privately or
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works in a law firm either as a partner
or as an employee has the obligation to
provide pro bono advocacy service, for
not more than three cases in a year,
based on the simplicity or the
complexity of each case. And the
service is provided to the following
persons:

a) to those persons who cannot afford to
pay for the advocacy service;

b) to charity organizations, civic
societies and mass institutions;

c) to those persons whom courts
request the provision of pro bono
advocacy service;

d) to committees and organizations
which work on the advancement,
promotion and development of law
and improvement of the justice

system.

2/ Every advocate or law firm has to keep a

record of its pro bono service to the
public and such record shall contain
details about the date when each service
was provided, type and the time the case

took.
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1/ The Attorney General shall, without
passing the limit each advocate should
render pro bono service in a given year,
identify and assign pro bono cases to

advocates;

2/ Each Advocate shall have the obligation,
without passing the limit of pro bono
cases in a given year, to receive cases
referred to him by the Attorney General

and render pro bono service;

3/ The Association, based on this
Proclamation and the Advocates’ Code
of Conduct, shall control and monitor
whether an advocate or a law firm has
discharged his obligation in handling of
the cases assigned to him by the
Attorney General for pro bono advocacy

service;

4/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the Attorney
General, after ascertaining the accuracy
and truthfulness of the service, may
recognize the pro bono service for
which the advocate rendered for persons

in need of the pro bono service.

SECTION FOUR
INSURANCE AND CLIENTS’ PROPERTY

33. The Obligation to Secure Professional

Indemnity Insurance
Every advocate or law firm may secure an

indemnity insurance policy, for the damage
he or it may cause on his or its client due to

failure to discharge his or its duty properly.
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34. The Obligations of Insurers
1/ An Insurer which has sold a professional

indemnity insurance policy to an
advocate or law firm shall have the
obligation immediately to report to the
Attorney General when the contract is
terminated or when a circumstance
arises that prevent the performance of

the contract.

2/ The Insurer shall be liable for damages
that may be caused due to its failure to
report as provided under Sub-Article (1)
of this Article.

35. Administration of Client’s Property
Every advocate or law firm has the
following obligations:

1/ Administer and keep his client’s or third
party’s property, which he possessed in
the course of discharging his duty,

separately from his own property;

2/ Has the obligation to keep documents
related with the properties of his/its
client or third party he/it administers
specified under Sub-Article (1) of this
Article up to five years from the time

when the case has got its completion.

36. Trust Account of a Client
1/ A client’s money which is under the
possession of an advocate or a law firm
shall be kept in a different account from
that of the advocate’s or the law firm’s

private account;



1%

IFAERTS o - I
Bl 12671 DM RTC FE hIPA KD P ENIE 990

www.abyssinialaw.com

. " 13511
Federal Negarit Gazette No. 42 5" August, 2021 ...page

& 0Cs 0T oLy PPNPT LCEAT
PRINGT h&eé AN Ao e TITAT
POLIVE@7 wAL.CAT Nowand @ A 00T
LA

i/ PRINT @ PhLé 1A AmNFPo- @L9°
Np0Ps  LCEE: rPadn  PoLF A0
nee  ALOSVTe 90U P
NS oSTo7 AT 0LMNFo- o9
a8l PANVTO: o6, PT (M0E “INLE
0L NF -

o/ mPao- oLy CrNPT LCPEE PRING
0L PONTE o177 TP a0 THIA
0Ly AA PNLT APIA  ALINF 0
0L AONTE 017 0%f0r ToP
HA0QF::

&/ Y APE htevabrto- 0L9° (10 ©L9°
n&0%5 o o TORN | o XA I AL T
anrébe N0t PC K7L NP ofye
PPNPT LCET  ANEP PAPA (ALl
290 o0r ehPoomT 1IN LNF 0-
0Ly aAl CAa ONTEF 017 AmeP
0L9 14 AmTPPr oLfor hES
P1A S7°Co 2C 100 AaNT::

heA het
QAP0PST LCET

a%Z, PPNPT LCET NATIRRI

Y APE oowli AT CPNPST P
LAT@w (.70 vt AS hie 0Ag PP
m0$T A7e AL (w7 PPNPST LCHT
MBI LNz

2/ The Board, by Directive, may determine
the requirements advocates or law firms
must fulfil to keep their clients’ trust

account;

3/ The advocate or the law firm can only
transact his/its client’s trust account and
pay money when activities, which need
payment, are undertaken and the
expenses are supported by evidences

issued in the name of the client;

4/ The advocate or the law firm, when it
receives money or other property that
involves the interest of the client or the
third party, shall immediately notify the
situation to his/its client or to the third
party;

5/ Unless it is allowed by this Proclamation
or by relevant law or the agreement
made with the client, the advocate or the
law firm shall handover, along with
sufficient and full report, the balance in
the trust account to the client or third
party, when the client or the third party
requests for such a report or when the

case gets completion.

PART FOUR
LAW FIRM

37. FEormation of a Law Firm

At least two or more advocates, who have a
valid advocacy service license issued under
the provisions of this Proclamation, may

together establish a law firm.
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38. Scope of Service

1/ The main objective of a law firm is

providing advocacy service;

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, a law firm can
render services related with advocacy
service; the particulars shall be
determined by a Directive to be issued
by the Attorney General.

39. Organizational Structure and

Responsibility of a Law Firm

1/ The organizational structure of a law

firm shall be Limited Partnership;

2/ A law firm shall have the following
rights and obligations:
a) to make contract;
b) to own property;
¢) to sue and be sued on its own name
and has rights and obligations

which other juridical persons have.

3/ The liability of partners in a law firm to
third parties shall be limited to the share

each partner has in the firm;

4/ The law firm shall continue to exist
despite changes on the membership of
the firm;

5/ Without prejudice to Article 52 Sub-
Article (1) of this Proclamation, the
provision of advocacy service by a law
firm does not make the service a
business or investment as defined under
the Ethiopian Commercial Code and the

Investment Law.
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40. The Name of a Law Firm

1/ The members of a law firm may choose
and decide any name to be their firm’s

name.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the name
chosen to be the name of the law firm
may be rejected by the Attorney General
for the following reasons:

a) if it is similar with the name of
another existing law firm;

b) if the name misrepresents or
confuses clients in a way not easily
to differentiate it from another law
firm; and

¢) when it is contrary to law or public
morality.

3/ To indicate the advocacy service, the
firm name shall be followed by the
words “Limited Partnership” or the

abbreviation “L.P.”

4/ All Documents issued in the name of the
law firm shall clearly contain its hame
followed by “Limited Partnership”.

41. Requirements and Procedures of
Eormation

1/ A law firm shall be established upon

registration by the Attorney General;
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aAmPAL 0PN M wPlAN AAVTO-:- along with the application, to form the
firm:
V) PaCHAET ovd. 906 LG PN a) an application that contains the full
TN name of the partners and their
signature;
A) PECHAT opapOlF R desit b) Memorandum of Association of the
firm;
h) PUCHE PPNPGT G2 L PE: AG c) copies of the advocacy licenses of
each partner; and
av) WD LCEET Aawaodlcl d) the Partnership agreement with which
e-raT oo PACHT  OI°9°rT: the partners agreed to form the firm;
PrANPST  LCPET 90 PACHT name of the firm; duration of the
947 PHLH Naw: PPk partnership; a brief minutes which
9477 A4 1140 T AG purports the purpose of the firm and
N9°ne3 184 LCP:7 Polohhm- minute in which the representative of
ien PrOPao T PA-10%:: the firm nominated in the process of
establishment.

i/ ePNPGT LCHT aavOlF X h® 0778 3/ The Memorandum of Association of a
Ak DALYE eto0? PAChST T0C law firm shall contain the particulars,
o\ lF Xhs QLTI e PO stated in the Commercial Code, which
NCUCTT Yot LTCOIA:: Memorandum of Association of Limited

Liability Partnership should contain;
o/ mPAL 020 m? PPLAT wWiILT hiv 4/ The Attorney General, after verifying

APES AN hATFe AXT DT
g-amov. PG
NQavAhF o7 -TPOA OIE Proé PGT
PrNPT  LCEAT  LavllPOA:
PPN °ONC @lPT LAMNA::

IC VAW 1)

o0

that the documents submitted to it are in
compliance with the requirements of
this Proclamation and other relevant
laws, shall, within 15 working days of
receiving the application, register the

firm and issue certificate of registration;
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5/ If the Attorney General is convinced that
the documents submitted to it are in
contradiction with the provisions of this
Proclamation and other relevant laws, it
shall, within 20 working days, reject the
request and notify the applicant, in

writing, the grounds for rejection;

6/ The person whose application was
rejected pursuant to Sub-Article (5) of
this Article may file his complaints to
the Board within 15 working days of

knowing the rejection of the application;

7/ A party who has grievance on the
decision given by the Board as provided
under Sub-Article (6) of this Article,
may lodge an appeal to the Federal First
Instance Court within 15 working days

of the decision.

42. Type and Amount of Contribution

1/ The main contribution of partners of a
law firm shall be their skill.
2/ Partners may make their contributions in

cash or in kind.

3/ The amount of contribution of partners of

a law firm shall be sufficient to
materialize the purpose of the law firm;
In this regard, the contribution in cash
shall not be less than Fifty Thousand

Birr.

4/ The value of contributions of partners
other than cash shall be determined by
the agreement of all the partners and

relevant laws and Regulations.
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43. Rights and Duties of Partners

1/ A partner of a law firm shall have the
following rights:

a) the right to participate and vote in the
meetings of the firm;

b) based on his contribution, to share
profits of the firm or the proceeds of
liquidated assets of the firm at the
time of dissolution;

¢) to get information about and follow
up the activities of the law firm;

d) get rights and benefits emanates from
the partnership agreement, this
Proclamation and other relevant laws
or other rights and benefits that

emanate from the nature of the firm;

2/ The partner of a law firm shall have the
following obligations:
firm’s

the membership

a) pay
contribution on time;

b) work diligently, at any time, to
materialize and achieve the purpose
of the law firm;

c¢) refrain from acts that may hamper
discharging his responsibilities and
activities that are detrimental to the
interests of the law firm, whether to

his personal benefit or not; and
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d) Discharge his obligations provided in
the partnership agreement, in this
Proclamation, other relevant laws or

the

obligations indicated by

partnership agreement or emanate

from the nature of limited
partnerships.
44. Distribution of Profit and L
Unless otherwise provided in the

partnership agreement of the law firm, the
partners of the law firm shall distribute,
among themselves, profit and loss or
proceeds of liquidated assets of the firm at
the time of dissolution in accordance with
the share contributions they hold in the

firm.

45. Change of Partners

1/ Without prejudice to the restrictions
imposed by other laws, a partner who
leaves the firm shall be paid the value of
his share and dividend,;

2/ When a partner of a law firm dies, a
dividend which should have been paid

to him shall devolve to his heirs.

46. OQwnership

The owner of a Law Firm shall only be

Advocates who have a valid advocacy license.
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47, Restrictions on Advocates who Work for

Law Firms

1/ An advocate, who is a partner or
employee of a law firm, during the time
of his membership to the partnership or
employment engagement to a specific
law firm, shall be restricted to undertake

the following activities:

a) directly or indirectly, from being a
partner or employee of another law
firm;

b) from directly or indirectly assisting
or collaborating with another law
firm, unless the law firm to which he
is a partner or an employee, with the
view to discharging his assigned firm
duty, authorize him in advance to do
SO;

¢) from providing advocacy service in
private;

d) receiving advocacy service fee from a
client and use the money for his

benefit the

knowledge and permission of the law

personal without
firm;

€) engagement in any other business,
either personally or as an employee,
that may contradict with the purpose
and activities of, and creates conflict

with the interests of, the law firm.
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2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, unless the
client agrees differently, activities

commenced by any partner or employed

advocate prior to engagement with the
law firm shall be completed on the basis
of prior arrangements.

48. Administration of a Law Firm

1/ A Law Firm shall be managed by one or

more managers appointed by the

partners’ decision.

2/ The manager of the law firm shall be
elected from among partners of the law
firm.

3/ The manager of a law firm shall mainly
administer the firm; represent the law

to defend interests and

firm its

discharge the firm’s obligations;
represent the firm; on behalf of the firm
sue, defend, contest, give power of

attorney to an advocate or a third party.

4/ The manager of the law firm and the firm
shall be jointly and severally liable for
the damages caused to third parties by
the actions of the manager while
performing his duty with the view to get

personal gain.

5/ The Law Firm shall be relieved from
liability where the injured party knew of
the fact that the manager who caused
the damage did not have the power to

carry out the undertaking.
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6/ The Law Firm shall be liable for any
obligation except the one stated in Sub-
Articles (4) and (5) of this Article
whether arising out of contract or any

other situation.

49. Responsibilities of the Manager

1/ The manager shall be responsible to
discharge his duties in accordance with
the this

partnership  agreement,

Proclamation and other relevant laws;

2/ The manager of a law firm shall ensure
that the firm discharges its duties and
responsibilities provided in the by-laws
of the partnership, the partnership
agreement, this Proclamation and other
relevant laws;

3/ Without

provisions of Sub-Articles (1) and (2) of

prejudice to the general
this Article, the manager shall perform

the following activities:

a) monitor the activities of delivering
the advocacy service by the firm in

general;

b) receive and solve grievances
presented by clients and refer it to
the appropriate body when he finds it
appropriate;

c) prepare the performance report of
it to the

the firm and report

appropriate body;

d) get the firm audited; declare and pay

taxes according to the tax law.
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9. 2P NPS £CPFE @A P T 50. Decisions of the Law Firm

b/ NPT LCEE NACHT A1 @e9° 1/ Unless otherwise provided by the firm’s

TR QA A W (AP VD
aa-raey A0FPC 070 h2770 1Ag
LCh eAF@- A0AE DATT PAYT-10%
LUGTA::

partnership  agreement or  other
applicable laws, there shall be a quorum
to conduct the general meeting when at
least members who have more than half
of the share attend the meeting;

& PerNPT LCEE GShT  0TAP vBD 2/

aa-ra oo OEPC  CPNPT LCELk:

Unless the partners of the law firm

agreed otherwise, decisions shall be

@Az 2T P2ALd T AN AL a1k
Men T O.e70 % (oot CA  PAT@
(A A TN S A T

passed when partners who have at least
60 percent share of the capital of the

firm vote in favour;

P/ erOPT  LCPA: NS0T (AP 0 3/
a0 OTHPC PO avao T
A A“7AAA 0000 Ae T
ANAT PUAT OQTE LU &R
V7T LTCOI A

8/ PNV ATPR LIIVPOT AILTmld: UT 4/
PPNPGT  CCET PN -2 CHTHT
Po-0Pr AWwl-$77 (TavAhl o-Am-£7
ALON LTAA::

Unless the partners of the law firm

agreed otherwise, to amend the
Memorandum of Association of the law
firm 2/3 (two third) of the partners who

attend the meeting shall vote in favour;

Without prejudice to the provisions of
this Article, the law firm may determine
meeting  procedures and Internal
Procedure of the law firm by issuing

By-laws.

51. Tax

I8
o9

. 20c

P10 CpNPT LCET oL9” Geh PINC
Ahdé.A A0 AAFe- UACHST “10C7
Plaoalil: PNC WI1T PUL007 LPTA::

The payment of tax of any law firm or a
partner shall be decided according to

relevant tax laws of partnership association.

. DA@DG ARG oGl 52. Existence and Dissolution

18
)

5/ PpNPE LCPHT vA®S ONGENE o1 1/ A law firm shall not be dissolved because

aop\ PP TFoed YAyt @LI° NENET
07N “1TTo-9° A®-T hLLCNYI°::

of the death of partners, when a partner
leaves the firm, loss of capacity of a
partner or any change that may put the

partners in trouble;
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2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, a law firm
may be dissolved in one of the

following grounds:

a) when the partners agree to dissolve
the law firm;

b) when a court declares the law firm
bankrupt;

¢) when the advocacy licenses of all
partners are revoked; or

d) when the number of partners who
have valid advocacy license is

reduced to one and it is not possible
to increase the number of partners
who have valid advocacy license at
least to two, within six months.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Avrticle (2) paragraph (d) of this Article,
if the remaining partner presents his
request to the Attorney General before
the lapse of the six month period and
where the Attorney General finds it
necessary, it may allow the extension of

the six months period by three months;

4/ Unless otherwise provided in Sub-Article
(3) of this Article, the partner shall be
jointly and severally liable with the law
firm for obligation of the law firm
where he continues the operation of the
firm for more than six months after
being aware of the fact that the number
of partner of the partnership reduced to
one;

5/ A law firm, when dissolved, shall be

cancelled from the register;
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The law firm shall be liable to clients and
other third parties for damages caused, in
the normal course of service, by advocates
and support staff unless the advocates and
support staff, contrary to the partnership
agreement, committed unacceptable act on
the cases at their hand or failed to discharge
their duties committed

respective or

cheating or deliberately caused damages.

54. Creditors

1/ Creditors who demand payment from the
law firm can exercise their right against

any asset of the firm;

2/ Creditors who demand payment from the
law firm have no right to proceed
against the personal properties of the

partners of the firm.

55. Obligations of a Law Firm

Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Proclamation and the provisions of the
Commercial Code with regard to limited
partnership, a law firm has the following

obligations:

1/ The obligation to buy and secure

professional indemnity insurance in

addition to the policies bought by the

partners;
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i/ PLINTET 9am.C aomibs 3/ Keep the confidential information of its
clients;
0/ oo hBAC NPGovd: K87 avflY: 4/ Get audited by External Auditor annually;

5/ Respect and observe this Proclamation,
other relevant laws and Professional
Code of Conducts; and

6/ Submit, within 30 days of execution,
copies of minutes of amendment of the
partnership agreement to the Attorney

General.

56. Application of Other Laws

1/ The

provisions

Code
Liability

Commercial
on Limited
shall  be

regarding conditions of the departure of

relevant

Partnership applicable
a partner from the law firm and share of
a partner leaving the law firm;

2/ Commercial Code of Ethiopia and other

relevant laws shall be applicable on a

law firm constituted under this

Proclamation as long as they do not

contradict with the nature of the law

firm governed under this Proclamation.
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PART FIVE

ADVOCACY SERVICE

ADMINISTRATION
ECTION ONE

THE FEDERAL ADVOCATES’
A IATION

57. Establishment

1/ The Federal Advocates’
called

Association,

herein  after the  “The
Association” is hereby established by
this Proclamation.

its own

2/ The Association has legal

personality.
3/ The Association has all licensed federal

advocates and law firms as its members.

4/ Every advocate or law firm shall become
member of the Association without any
precondition when hefit is issued with

the advocacy license.

58. Head Office
The Head Office of the Association shall be
in Addis Ababa and it may open branch
offices in different parts of the Country as

may be necessary.

59. Calling the first General Meeting
1/ The Attorney General shall call the
Association’s  first general meeting
within six months’ of entering into force

of this Proclamation;
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2/ The meeting called pursuant to Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall nominate
the management of the Association.

60. Budaget

1/ The main source of income of the
shall be
contributions of its members;

Association periodic
2/ Without prejudice to the incomes the
Association may derive from other
sources, it shall get financial and other
supports from the Government until it is
self sufficient.
61. The Oraganizational Structure of the
Association
1/ The Association shall have the following
administrative organs:
a) General Meeting;
b) Executive Committee;
¢) President and Vice President;
d) General Secretary; and
e) Other Staff.

2/ The Association may, to discharge its
activities properly, set up committees or

departments under it as

may be
necessary.

62. Powers and Responsibilities of the
Association

The Association shall have the following

powers and responsibilities:

1/ Supervise continuing legal training,
the the

provisions of this Proclamation on

cause implementation  of

continued legal training;

2/ Accredit those institutions who offer

continuing legal training;
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3/ Take appropriate measures on those
institutions who offer legal training and
the this

violate provisions  of

Proclamation and other relevant laws;

4/ lssue and implement a Directive on the

payment of tuition related with
continuing legal training;

5/ Prepare and present a Directive
concerning the administration of trust
account to the General Meeting; and
implement same when it is approved;

6/ Cause audit investigation, at any time on
any trust account, to monitor and ensure
whether a trust account is properly
managed;

7/ Receive complaints of clients in relation

account

to trust management,

interrogate and investigate any person;

8/ Refer cases of mismanagement of trust
account to the Attorney General for

action before the Discipline Committee;

9/ Draft a Directive concerning the usage of
interest and any income generated from
trust account and implement same when

it is approved by the General Meeting;

10/ Perform other activities, in relation to
trust account, given to the Association
in other provisions of this Proclamation;

11/ Offer trainings or cause to be offered
continuing legal training, with the view
to create awareness, on the meaning of
trust account, accounting, reporting and
precautionary measures that have to be

taken in relation to trust account;



1%

IFNEERT

bofle\ 12T IHM RPC FE hIPO AP P77 EOTE 990

www.abyssinialaw.com

. " 13528
Federal Negarit Gazette No. 42 5" August, 2021 ...page

T8/ eRINGTT PP9° o7 LLIVNAN:
A75.09°  CRINGTT PP ATNNMmNP
mPl)  PATo- Pl oo
o To7 Lhd-1AN:

I/ e TVCT PeT R15m(0P: n?
POALYT T AT74.00C: 0N%e oo+
ATS00C: PPNPGT oo AT AmPAL
PhA %Pl Ch?  CYUT RILLLD
ANTPA A PRCIAE

10/ ePNPS  RIATT  (tovdlrl Ph7
PG 0978471 PG o-moET 0P
PLCIN: A“laovplrlo- Khd  PPCAA:
AP P LhgAA:

P04 AQAT  LVT  APEGT  ANT
RNV PAT @ 1T AG avavl 9%
N7a0C e NPS  AIANCTT  APAM-
a Pty LhJFAA::

bS]
bl
~

ZE. PAA 10% 2ANIT 0T

mPAA F0%0- (Y APE owll GPe
PHANTFo7 ST AT PPNPGT LCHAT
lov-A. ey e P eorhtat »2AMTS
ANt LTI

b/ U107 TS ARG PhTA
TENS7T L0710 LNEAE
g/ 710477 OFetEn AL Yoo

APLq NP1 PALPA:
P/ PhQAT? oo P oo’y CONGA:

12/ Ensure that the interests of clients are
respected and follow up whether
advocates”  rights, = which  have

implications on ensuring clients’ rights

as well, have been protected and
respected;

13/ Contribute to the advancement and
development of quality of law

education, rule of law, enforcement of

human rights and the profession of
advocacy service and the Ethiopian
legal system as a whole;

14/ Make study with regard to advocacy
service, implement the study and submit
same to the concerned body and

monitor the implementation;

15/ Monitor whether the members of the
Association are providing advocacy
service in compliance with this

Proclamation, other relevant laws and

Directives.

63. Powers and Duties of the General

Meeting

The General Meeting comprises advocates
and law firms licensed pursuant to this
Proclamation and shall have the following
powers and duties:
1/ Appoint or remove the President and Vice
President of the Association;
2/ Approve the Association’s strategic and

annual plan as well as budget;

3/ Determine the amount of membership

contribution;
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4/ Consider and approve the Executive
Committee and External Auditors’

reports;

5/ Decide on issues beneficial to the general
interest of its members and accessibility
of justice;

6/ Appoint External Auditors;

7/ Ensure that decisions given by other
subsidiary organs of the Association are
in compliance with public interest and
the purposes of the Association.

8/ Decide on issues which are not
specifically given to other organs of the
Association;

9/ Appoint Executive Committee members;

10/ Delegate, when it is necessary, its
powers and authorities, partially, to
another organ;

11/ Issue the Memorandum of Association
of the Association amend and approve
same.

64. The Executive Committee

1/ The Association shall have an Executive
Committee which has the power of
execution.

2/ The Executive Committee shall have

seven members.
3/ Members of the Executive Committee
shall be appointed by electing from

members of the General Meeting.



2% TENEER g ean 10e1 snm keC A€ A KB 7 EIE 9.9

Federal Negarit Gazette No. 42 5™ August, 2021 ...page

www.abyssinialaw.com

13530

EE. L h08.97 bl to- 2AMES A0t

Proée hNED7 Dlbo- COLEACT AT
AT TN LTSN

B/ TAN4T POTS L LA
g eTNGT G0 P mPAA 10% Lmi-At

i/ fm¥aa 0% @ABPLTT LLATIA:
LOLATIN:

o/ MmPAA 10%0- P2LAM-T7 AT 0T
LhTm-GA:

&l PWl R av 824 P LT POMA:
E Pwe TN LovlS ANA LONTA:

i TENA T AT PhTA
PP N ] OA700-
ehJ-ran: LHMNmé-A::

ToHA T
NG o5 Ty

. PTENATT AT Phid TEHATT 2AMTS
+20¢-+

™
e

b/ TEHATE AmPAL PTG -
poavl. Y Tadérl amPaa 0% o
AT A e hNé7 Db CUPSA::

& (Y A7P& 100 KPR (8) CTLiIMe-
ATt T TS PerhtacT
~20NTG N hAcT:-

65. Powers _and Duties of the Executive

Committee

The Executive Committee shall have the

following powers and Duties:

1/
2/

3/

4/

5/

Administer the Association;

Call the annual General Meeting of the
Association;

Execute and cause the execution of the
decisions of the General Meeting;
Perform other tasks assigned to it by the
General Meeting;

Issues employees administrative manual;

6/ Determine the salaries and allowances of

7/

employees;

Control and monitor whether the
President and Vice President perform

their
properly.

duties and  responsibilities

66. Powers and Duties of the President and

Vice President

1/ The President shall manage the general

2/

business of the Association and is
accountable to the General Meeting and
the Executive Committee;

Without prejudice to the provisions of
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, the
President shall have the following

powers and duties:
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a) on behalf of the Association,
defend;

appoint an advocate, to represent the

concludes contract, sue,
Association, who brings an action or
defends the Association or defends
the interests of the Association in
similar  matters;  appoint  the
employee of the Association or a
third the

Association as may be necessary;

party to represent

b) prepare and submit, to the Executive
Committee, the annual activity plan,
budget, performance and financial

reports;

c) prepare draft Directives necessary for
the functions of the Association and
implement same when approved by

the General Meeting;

d) hire and administer the employees
of the Association based on the

Human Resources Manual of the

Association;
e) perform the activities of the
Association and  represent the

Association in its relation with third

parties in accordance with the
Directive given to him by the

Executive Committee;

f) follow up the implementation of the
decisions of the General Meeting and

the Executive Committee;

g) perform other tasks assigned to him
by the General Meeting and the
Executive Committee.
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3/ The Vice President of the Association:
a) act on behalf of the President when
he is absent or unable to discharge

his duties and responsibilities;

b) perform other tasks assigned to him
by the Executive Committee or the

President.

67. The Secretary General

1/ The Secretary General shall be appointed
by the Executive Committee and shall
the

be accountable to Executive

Committee and the President.

2/ The Secretary General shall have the
following powers and duties:
a) manage and perform the day to day

activities of the Association;

b) ensure that the minutes of the
General Meeting and the Executive
Committee are properly maintained

and kept;

c/ prepare the agenda of meeting of the
Executive Committee in consultation

with the President;

d/ without prejudice to the power of the
Executive Committee to decide

otherwise, jointly — with  other
employees of the Association, open
and transact the bank accounts of the

Association;
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e) ensure that the  property
administration and the accounting
systems of the Association are
financial

properly placed and

documents are kept properly;

f) ensure that the properties and
accounts of the Association are kept

in a system that is acceptable;

g) perform other tasks assigned to him
by the Executive Committee and the

President.

68. Decided by

Association’s By-1 aws

Issues to_ be the

Organization of the management of the

General Meeting and the Executive
Committee; their responsibility; about the
vice and other

president, president

employees job, election and meeting
procedures; durations of the Association’s
different organs and other issues related
with powers and duties given to the
Association shall be decided by the by-

laws.

SECTION TWO
ADVOCATES’ ADMINISTRATION
BOARD

69. Establishment

1/ The Advocates’ Administration Board,
herein after called the “The Board” is

hereby established by this Proclamation;
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2/ The Board shall have seven members
comprised of the following bodies
which nominated by the Attorney
General and appionted by the Prime
Minister:

a) Three members from the Advocates’

Association;

b) Two members from the Attorney

General;

c) One member from the Federal

Supreme Court; and

d) One member from the School of

Law among government

Universities in Addis Abeba.

3/ The term of a Board member shall be
three years and no member shall be

elected for more than two terms;

4/ The Chairperson and Secretary of the
Board shall be elected by the members

from among members of the Board.

70. Powers and Duties of the Board

The Board shall have the following powers

and duties:

1/ Ensure and monitor the legality of
measures taken, and decisions passed,
by the Association as well as the
legality of Directives and other similar
documents issued by the Association;

2/ Investigate and decide up on grievances

the the

raised on decisions of

Association;
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3/ Investigate and decide upon grievances
raised on the decisions of the Discipline
Committee as provided under Article 76
Sub-Article (4), Advocacy Profession
Entrance Quialification Exam
Committee as provided under Article 78
and the Advocacy License evaluation
Committee as provided under Article 80
Sub-Article (1) of this Proclamation;

4/ Cause the production of new evidence,
while investigating the grievance, if it is
convinced that the production of such
evidence would assist justice to prevail;

5/ Remand, for one time, issues, facts or
evidence which were not duly

considered, to the Committees or the

Attorney General mentioned under Sub-

Article (3) of this Article for further

consideration.

6/ Decide,

professional indemnity insurance that

through Directives, on the
shall be secured by advocates and law
firms; the amount of fee for advocacy

service and its computation.

71. The Office of the Board and Budget
1/ The Board shall have an office within the

office of the Attorney General.

2/ The employees of the Board shall be
assigned by the Attorney General. The
duties and responsibilities of the office
shall be determined by a Directive to be
issued by the Board.

3/ The allowance that should be paid to the

Board members, while in the

performance of their duty, shall be

covered by the Attorney General.
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4/ The particulars of the administration of
the budget of the Board and allowance
to be paid to its members shall be
determined by a Directive to be issued
by the Attorney General.

72.Procedures and Decision of the Board

1/ The Board shall meet at least four times
within a year;

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, the
chairperson at any time may call an
extraordinary meeting;

3/ The Board shall put a system whereby
the regular personal responsibilities of
its members and their activities as
Board members shall not be affected,;

4/ There shall be a quorum to conduct a
meeting when at least five members
attend a meeting;

5/ The Board shall pass decisions by
agreement; when there is no agreement
reached it pass decisions by a majority
vote of members present; In case of tie,
the chairperson shall have a casting
vote;

6/ Without prejudice to the provisions of
this  Article, the Board,

contradicting the provisions of this

without

Proclamation, may issue a Directive that

determines its Internal Procedure to

conduct business.
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73. An_Appeal from the Decisions of the
Board

A party who has grievance on the
decision given by the Board pursuant to
Sub-Articles (2) and (3) of Article 70 of
this Proclamation may appeal, within 30
days of knowing the decision, to the
Federal High Court.

74. Subsidiaries of the Board

The Advocates’ Discipline Committee;

the Advocacy Profession Entrance

Qualification Exam Committee; and

Advocacy License Evaluation Committee

which are established under this
Proclamation, shall be accountable to the
Board.

75. Establishment of Advocates’ Discipline

Committee and its Structure

1/ The Advocates’ Discipline Committee,

herein after called the “Discipline
Committee,” is hereby established by
this Proclamation;

2/ The Committee shall

have seven

members comprised of the following

bodies which nominated by the
institutions and appionted by the
Attorney General:

a) two members from the Attorney

General;

b) four members from Advocates’

Association; and

c¢) one member from the Federal

Supreme Court.
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3/ The term of a member shall be two years
and no member shall be elected for

more than two terms;

4/ The Chairperson of the Committee shall
be elected by the members from among
the Committee members;

5/ The Committee shall perform its tasks as
follows:

a) may meet at any time as may be

necessary,

b) there shall be a quorum to conduct a
meeting when more than half of its

members are present;

c) decisions shall be passed by a

majority vote. In case of tie,
however, the Chairperson shall

have a casting vote.

6/ Without prejudice to the provisions of
Sub-Article (5) paragraph (a)-(c) of this
Acrticle, the Committee may issue its

own procedure of meeting.

76. The Powers and Duties of the Advocates’
Discipline Committee

The Committee shall:-

1/ Set a system whereby it can monitor and
ensure the Advocates’ and law firms’
performance is in compliance with

Professional Code of Conduct;
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2/ Investigate complaints, for violation of
this Proclamation and the code of
conduct of advocates, lodged against
advocates and law firms and decide
whether the advocate or the law firm
should be called to defend himself/itself

or not;

3/ If the Committee decides the advocate or
the firm should defend the disciplinary
action and evidence brought against
him/it, it shall send summons to the
advocate or the law firm so that he/it
can submit his/its statement of defense,
in writing, within 30 days;

4/ The Committee shall give its verdict after
examination of the disciplinary charge,
the evidence, and the defense of the

advocate or the firm;

5/ Study and present proposals to the Board
on the way the competence and standard
of conduct of advocates can improve
and develop as well as the dignity of the

advocacy profession is respected.

77. Establishment and _ Structure of the

Advocacy Profession Entrance
Qualification Exam Committee

1/ The Advocacy Profession Qualification
Exam Committee, herein after called the
Committee” is

“Exam hereby

established by this Proclamation;
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2/ The Exam Committee shall have seven
members comprised of the following
bodies which nominated by the

institutions and appionted by the

Attorney General:

a) two representatives from the office

of the Attorney General;

b) three members from Advocates’
Association;

¢) one member from the Federal High

Court; and

d) one member from Addis Ababa

University School of Law.

3/ The term of a member of the Exam
Committee shall be two years and no
member shall be elected for more than
two terms;

4/ The Chairperson of the Exam Committee
shall

Association;

be nominated by Advocate’s

5/ The meeting of the Exam Committee
shall be conducted as follows:
hold its

meeting at any time as may be

a) The Committee shall

necessary;

b) There shall be quorum to conduct a
meeting where more than half of its

members are present; and

¢) Decisions shall be passed by a
majority vote. In case of tie,
however, the Chairperson shall

have a casting vote.



bl 1261 DHM RPC T hYPN KD P77 EOIE .90

www.abyssinialaw.com

. " 13541
Federal Negarit Gazette No. 42 5" August, 2021 ...page

2% thrlbo AT AT 08T -

AT bl bm-:-

PrNPET 4P e
IC Navanqn;

&/ OmPag 020 w2
n’.0ma- P4 NEA
.70 (%ao Tt vt L CPNPT oo
ol 4AG APLHIE (N1To0y L1 AG
0 AhooARTT LAMA:

8/ CéAGTwT 1-CYTT UL LONTA

/PG @lPPTT PCTIA:T AN L
P eNd 4rN LONSAE: omk7 (124
oo FPA:

o/ &AGo7 MOl AmGT PP 4.3 o To7
T0$F CULLLINT TINEE LAMNA:

E RS -G 70 ANDER ANCS-
APCO QAL P (1e- AL Po-AA::

PPNPST ¢ 19°297 holt  avRRI°G
ho2PC

&/ AhAWFT  PPNPT  &Pe AP
o100 NA@VPF  hdaoPr  POLo07
“CrNPT  GPL 1900 bheld” (Y
APE ARETIA::

)
~

hvto- nerotact Atat eho-qm-
0+ Po9onlms (mPag 020,
hk Pol0 oo A9°0- T ANAT LT 4D A\ :-

V) ha®Ae 020, 2 V- Hohei:

78. Powers and Duties of the Exam

Committee

The Exam Committee shall have the

following powers and duties:

1/ In consultation with the Advocacy
License Department of the Attorney
General, prepare advocacy competence
qualification exams and examine
applicants, at least twice a year, at a
place and time agreed,

2/ Determine the procedure and time to
administer the Exam;

3/ Evaluate answers to exams, grade and
determine the pass mark, and publicize
the result;

4/ Give certificate for the applicant who
successfully pass the exam;

5/ Prepare exam procedure Regulation and

implement when accepted by the Board.

79. Establishment and  Structure  of
Advocacy License Evaluation
Committee
1/ “Advocacy  License  Evaluation

Committee”, which decides whether

advocacy license should be granted or

not is hereby established by this
Proclamation;

2/ The Committee shall have five members
comprised of the following bodies
which nominated by the institutions and
appionted by the Attorney General:

a) two representatives from the office of

the Attorney General;
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b) two representatives from Advocate’s

Association; and

C) one representative from the Federal
First Instance Court.

3/ The term of a member of this Committee
shall be two years and no member shall
be elected for more than two terms;

4/ The Chairperson of the Committee shall
be nominated by the Attorney General
from among the members of the
Committee.

80. Power

Evaluation Committee

f Adv

The Committee:-

1/ After examination of the applicant’s
evidence decide, whether the applicant
should be issued with the license or the
application be rejected;

2/ Cause the appearance of any person and
hear or cause the production of any
evidence to verify that the applicant has

and meets the

a good conduct

requirements of the justice process.

81. Meeting _of the Advocacy License

Evaluation Committee

1/ The Committee shall hold its meeting at
any time as may be necessary;

2/ There shall be quorum to conduct a
meeting where more than half of its
members are present;

3/ Decisions shall be passed by a majority
vote. In case of tie, however, the

Chairperson shall have a casting vote.
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4/  Without prejudice to the provisions of
this Article, the Committee may issue

its own meeting procedure.

SECTION THREE
ABOUT ATTORNEY GENERAL

82. Powers and Duties of the Attorney
General

shall
following powers and duties:

The Attorney General have the
1/ lIssue advocacy license to the person

allowed to have advocacy license, by
Evaluation

Advocacy License

Committee;

2/ Register advocacy license, law firms,
support staff who work with advocates
and law firms; and renew advocacy
license;

3/ Suspend or revoke advocacy license

based on the decisions of the
Advocates’ Discipline Committee;
4/ Collect advocacy license fee or other
payments determined by a Regulation to

be issued pursuant to this Proclamation;

5/ In consultation with the Board and

Association, set standards for the
services offered by advocates and law

firms;

6/ Endeavour to harmonize the system of
the administration of advocacy service
profession at the Federal and Regional

States’ level,
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7/ Investigate complaints for violations of
disciplinary rules brought against any
advocate or law firm and bring

disciplinary action;

8/ Exercise powers and duties entrusted to
it by this Proclamation, a Regulation to
be issued pursuant to this Proclamation

and other relevant law;

9/ Delegate the powers and duties entrusted
to it by this Proclamation, a Regulation
and a Directive to be issued for the
implementation of this Proclamation,
fully or partially, to the Advocates’
Association;

10/ Cause

structures and committees to strengthen

establishment of different

the  Association; create favorable
conditions in which the Association
establish legal relationship with other
organs;

11/ Provide necessary support on drafting
and ratification of Directives needed for
the implementation of this
proclamation; as well as on drafting and
cause ratification of the necessary new
laws or laws to be amended, on the
advocacy service as a general, that are
initiated by the Association, Board or

other concerning organs.

12/ Provide necessary support to the

Association  to  organize  human

resource; have starting budget and

perform as an organization.
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PART SIX

DISCIPLINARY VIOLATIONS AND
MEASURES
SECTION ONE
NON SERI DISCIPLINARY
VIOLATIONS AND MEASURES

83. Non Serious Disciplinary Violations

The following and similar misconducts
Code of

Conduct, when committed by an advocate

provided by the Advocates’

or a law firm, shall be considered as

violation of non serious disciplinary rules:

1/ Refusal to show his/its advocacy license
when requested by a client, a court or a
concerned body;

2/ Failure to inform his/its client, about the
condition and level of the case, when
requested; or mistreat his/its client or

degrade his dignity;

3/ Without good cause, delay and failure to
appear before the court on the date of
appointment;

4/ Failure to pay, repeatedly and on time,
expected payment or membership

contribution  for the  Advocates’
Association;

5/ Failure to renew the advocacy license on
time;

6/ Rendering advocacy service without

renewing the advocacy license.
7/ Being employed in a permanent work
without returning the advocacy license

to the license issuing body.
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84. Measures Against Non  Serious
Disciplinary Violations

1/ The Committee shall give oral warning
to an advocate or a law firm who or
which violates one of the disciplinary
misconducts provided on Sub-Articles
(1) and (2) of Article 83; An advocate
or a law firm, who or which had been
given oral warning twice, shall be
served with a written warning when he
or it violates the rules for the third time;

2/ An advocate or a law firm who or which
violates disciplinary
under Article 83 Sub-Articles (3) and

(4) shall be served with a written

rules provided

warning;

3/ An advocate who or a law firm which
violates Article 83 Sub-Articles (5) and
(7) of this Proclamation shall, as the
case may be, fined from Birr Five

Thousand to Birr Seven Thousand.

SECTION TWO
SERIOUS DISCIPLINARY VIOLATIONS
AND MEASURES

85. Tvpes of Serious Disciplinary

Violations

The following and similar misconducts
Code of

Conduct, when committed by an advocate

provided by the Advocates’

or a law firm, shall be considered as

violation of serious disciplinary rules:
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1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

Employ and engage as a law clerk or
advocate’s assistant, persons mentioned
under Article 18 Sub-Article (3) of this

Proclamation;

Failure to declare and get registered
advocate’s assistant and support staff,
employed under him/it, with the
licensing body;

Prolonging the disposal time of court
cases by repeatedly applying, without
cause, for

good change  of

adjournments;
Rendering advocacy service without
having an office;

Failure to take properly, for reasons other

than those allowed by Ilaw, the
mandatory continuing professional legal
training;

Failure to keep the confidentiality of
client’s information;

Refusal to provide pro bono advocacy
service when a case is assigned to him/it
by the concerned body;

Doing advocacy service with the medium
of a intermediary or serving as a

intermediary to other advocates;

Failure to make the contract of advocacy
service with a client in writing, except
provided by Article 23 Sub-Article (1)

of this Proclamation;

10/ Terminating the contract of advocacy

service without good cause or
demanding ,against the will of the
client, additional service fee other than
what is agreed upon on the contract of

advocacy service;
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11/ Providing advocacy service without
securing insurance policy or renewing
same within the period provided under

Article 33 of this Proclamation;

12/ Try to obtain decisions inappropraitly

from the courts or other decision

making organs who entertain cases;

13/ Handling, with the knowledge, a case
which may potentially cause, or has,

conflict of interest;

14/ Providing advocacy service for the class

which he/it is not licensed for;

15/ Failure to, properly, produce to the court
the evidences of his client or performing
under capacity with the view to make
his client’s case ineffective;

16/ Transfer his/its license to the use of third
parties so that third parties can make use
of it in any way;

17/ Deliberately make his/its pro bono client
lose his case or distort or render the case

ineffective due to negligence;

18/ Committing misconducts in relation to
handling of his/its clients trust account
in violation of obligations specified
under Articles 35 and 36 Sub-Articles
(1), (4) and (5) of this Proclamation;

19/ Rendering his client’s case ineffective
due to unacceptable and inappropriate
with  the

relationship opponent’s

advocate or concealing evidence;
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20/ Handling cases which have clearly no
cause of action and receiving fee for

such inappropriate service;

21/ Obtaining advocacy license fraudulently

or using a forged evidence;

22/ In relation to advocacy service, being
found guilty and punished by the court
for  breach of  trust, fraud,

misrepresentation, forgery, or making

use of such documents or for the act of

theft and similar misconduct;

23/ In relation to advocacy service, produce

forged evidence or cause to be
produced; prepare false witnesses and
get them falsely testify; advise the
accused or defendant not to appear
the his

disappearance or advising him to do so;

before court or cause
conceal or destroy an evidence with a
view to denying the opposing party the
opportunity to make use of it and
distortion of justice; and found guity
and convicted with offences related to
similar displinary violation;

24/ Rendering advocacy service, knowingly,
with a license which is not renewed,

suspended or revoked.
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86. Measures Adgainst Serious Disciplinary
Violations

1/ An advocate who or a law firm which is
proved to have violated Sub-Articles
(3)-(5) of Article 83 of this
Proclamation more than two times a
year; or an advocate or a law firm who
or which violated one of the disciplinary
rules provided under Sub-Articles (1)-
(7) of Article 85 of this Proclamation,
shall
Thousand Five Hundred to Fifteen

be fined from Birr Seven

Thousand;

2/ An advocate or a law firm who or which
violated one of the disciplinary rules
provided under Sub-Articles (8)-(13) of
Article 85, shall be fined from Birr
Twenty Thousand to Thirty Thousand,;

3/ The license of an advocate or certificate
of registration of a law firm who or
which violated one of the disciplinary
rules provided under Sub-Articles (14)-
(20) of Article 85 of this Proclamation,
shall be, as the case may be, suspended

up to Six months;

4/ The license of an advocate or certificate
of registration of a law firm who or
which violated Sub-Articles (21) — (24)
of Article 85 of this Proclamation shall

be revoked;
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5/ The license of an advocate or certificate
of registration of a law firm who has
been punished twice in five years as
provided under Sub-Articles (1) and (2)
of this Article shall be suspended for a
period of six months to one year if he or
it is found violating another similar

serious disciplinary rule.

6/ The license of an advocate or certificate
of registration of a law firm, who or
which has been disciplined twice within
Seven years for disciplinary measures
provided under Sub-Article (3) of this
Article, shall be revoked if he or it is
found violating another similar serious
disciplinary rule;

7/ Being punished for violation of

disciplinary rules shall not be a ground

for exemption from criminal liability.

SECTION THREE

DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS
PERIOD OF LIMITATION, APPEAL,
AND CRIMINAL PUNISHMENT

87. Disciplinary Proceedings and Period of
Limitation

1/ The procedure and how disciplinary
proceedings are conducted shall be
governed by a Directive to be issued by
the Board,;

2/ Charges brought in violation of non
serious disciplinary rules shall be barred
if not brought in one year from the date

of the commission of the misconduct;
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3/ Charges brought in violation of serious
disciplinary rules shall be barred if not
brought in two years from the date of

the commission of the misconduct.

88. Appeal

1/ A party who has grievance against the
decision of the Discipline Committee
may lodge an appeal to the Board within
Thirty days of receiving the copy of the
decision;

2/ The proceedings of an appeal shall be
governed by the regular criminal appeal
procedure;

3/ A party who has grievance over the
decision of the Board for mistake of law
may apply to the Federal High Court
within 30 days of receiving the copy of

the decision.

89. Criminal Punishment

An advocate who or a law firm which has
committed an act under the provisions of
this Proclamation shall be punished by the
relevant criminal law provided that such

acts fulfills the ingredients of the crime.
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SECTION FOUR

REINSTATEMENT

90. Procedure of Reinstatement Application

1/ An advocate or a law firm who or which
is punished for serious violation of
disciplinary rules as provided under this
Proclamation, Regulations and
Directives to be issued there under, shall
have the right to apply for reinstatement
and his or its name deleted from the
register of disciplinary measures;

2/ A reinstatement application shall be
submitted to the Discipline Committee
two years after the completion the

disciplinary measure.

91. Procedure of Reinstatement

1/ The advocate or a law firm seeking a

reinstatement shall submit his/its
application to the Discipline
Committee;

2/ The Discipline Committee, if it finds it
necessary, shall refer the application to
the Attorney General or other concerned
body for its opinion on the application;
and

3/ The Discipline Committee may strike the
disciplinary measure record from the
register after, physically interrogating
the applicant and receiving the opinion
of the

concerned body and due examination of

the Attorney General or

the case.
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92. Effects of Reinstatement

1/ The
taken against the applicant advocate or

record of the discipline measure

law firm shall be removed from the
register;

2/ The record shall not be mentioned in any
kind of decision; if his/its advocacy
license was revoked, it shall be
returned, on condition of taking the
professional competency exam given to
his class of license and satisfies the
requirements of this Proclamation;

3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (2) of this Article, any advocate

license was

or a law firm whose

revoked for violation of serious
disciplinary rules provided under Sub-
Articles (21) — (24) of Article 85; or one
who is punished for violation of the
criminal law for similar acts; or one
who is punished for violation of the
anti- corruption law related with the
advocacy service he renders; or one who
is found gquilty and punished for
intentional crimes punishable by ten
years or more rigorous imprisonment
shall not get back his license and engage

in advocacy service thereafter.
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93.

94

95.

96.

Orders of the Discipline Committee

When the Discipline Committee decides on
the reinstatement of an advocate or a law
firm, it may order the reinstated advocate
or law firm, for a specified period, to
render free public service and pro bono

advocacy service.

. Scope of application

The provisions of this Proclamation related
with reinstatement shall also apply to
advocates who had been punished for
violation of serious disciplinary rules
before the coming in to force of this

Proclamation.

Reinstatement and Non Serious

Disciplinary violations

The record of an advocate or a law firm,
who was punished for violation of non-
serious disciplinary rules shall be removed
or cancelled from the register after one year
without the need for him or it to lodge an

application for reinstatement.

PART SEVEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Equivalence Evaluation

Anyone who has got first degree in law

from a recognized foreign Higher
Education Institution and is applying for
grant of advocacy license shall bring
Equivalence Evaluation of his degree from

a concerned organ.
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97. Power to issue Requlations and
Directives

1/ The Council of Ministers may issue
Regulations for the implementation of
this Proclamation;

2/ The Attorney General, the Board, and the
Association may issue Directives to
exercise the powers and duties assigned
to each of them in this Proclamation.

98. Transitory Provisions

1/ The Board and Association overtake
within two years the power and duties
provided to them as per this
Proclamation.

2/ The Attorney General shall continue to
manage the business of licensing and
administration of the advocacy service
until the Board and the Association,
pursuant to this Proclamation, overtake
their responsibility;

3/ The Accountability of both or one of the
Advocacy Profession Entrance

Quialification Exam Committee and

Advocates Discipline Committee that

are provided in Article 74 of this

Proclamation shall be transferred to the

Association within five years, when the

Board decides the Association is

capable of receiving these duties. The

Attorney General follows up whether

the Association performs these duties

properly;
concerning organ to take appropriate

takes or make other

measure;
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4/ The Board may decide and transfer at
any time the accountability of the
Advocacy License Evaluation

Committee provided in Article 74 of

this Proclamation to the Association,

when the Association is capable of

performing the duties.

5/ When the Attorney General confirms the
Association is organized and capable of
receiving duties, it may transfer by
enacting Directives, the whole or some
of duties provided under Article 82 Sub-
Articles (1) - (4) and (6) of this
Proclamation. After transferring these
duties, Attorney General shall follow-up
and audit whether these duties properly
performed; as well as take or make
other take

concerning organ to

appropriate measure;

6/ Cases pending before the coming into
force of this Proclamation shall be
decided in accordance with the then

valid laws.

99. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1/ The Federal Courts Advocates Licensing

and Registration Proclamation

N0.199/2000 is hereby repealed.

2/ Any Proclamation, Regulation, Directive,
or practice which is inconsistent with
this Proclamation shall not be applicable

under this

on matters covered

Proclamation.
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100. Laws whose Applicability shall
Continue

1/ Regulations and Directives which were
issued based on The Federal Courts’
Advocates Licensing and Registration

N0.199/2000 shall

continue to apply as long as they are not

Proclamation

inconsistent with this Proclamation and

replaced by other Regulations and
Directives.

2/ The provisions of Regulations and
Directives cited under Sub-Acrticle (1) of
this Article, until they are amended or
replaced, shall, as the case may be, be

applicable on law firms.

101. Effective Date of this Proclamation

This Proclamation shall enter in to force on
the date of publication in the Federal
Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa on this 5" Day of
August,2021

SAHLEWORK ZEWDE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF

ETHIOPIA
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